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ABSTRACT

This article describes the nature of
consciousnessand its placein the Philasophy of mind.
The term “consciousness” can be used to describe
any mental or conscious state. Consciousness
representstheentire conscious state of themind. One
must know or be aware of one’s own state of mind.
Accordingto Searle. Consciousnessisabiological
featureof human brainsand certananimd brains. The
peculiarity of thehuman brainisthat it differsmarkedly
from other biologica organsinitsability to generate
and sustainthevast diversity of our consciouslives
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least animist viewpoint, which suggests someleve of thought onthe nature of conscious awareness.

Although the terms “conscious” and “conscience” are now employed rather differently, it is likely that
the Reformation’s focus on the latter as an internal source of truth contributed in some way to the inward turn
that issotypical of the contemporary reflective perspective of self. The Hamlet who performed on stagein
1600 aready had afundamental ly contemporary perspective on theworld and himself.

Consciousness had taken canter stagein ideasabout the mind by the beginning of theearly modernera
inthe seventeenth century. Infact, fromthemiddle of the 17th century until thelate 19th century, awareness
was commonly believed to be fundamental to or the sum of the mind. In hisdefinition of cognition, René
Descartes used the phrases refl exive consciousness and sel f-awareness.

The concept of consciousnessiscentrd to the philosophy of mind. Consciousnessisgenerdly accepted
asthephenomenon of internd,, persond , subjective, and quaitative consciousness. However, many philosophers
dispute this belief. For them’s consciousness is manifested in public physical behaviour. Thus, there are two
types of hisphilosophical analysis of the concept of consciousness. Some say consciousnessisrea and
subjective, whileothers say it isnothing morethan human behaviour or other physical activity. Therefore,
thereisdebate about the rel ationship between conscious menta statesand physical brain states.

The Nature of Consciousness and Its Place in the Philosophy of Mind. The term *“consciousness” can
be used to describe any mental or conscious state. Consciousnessrepresentsthe entire conscious state of the
mind. One must know or be aware of one’s own state of mind. According to Searle. Consciousness is a
biologica feature of human brainsand certain anima brains. Thepeculiarity of thehuman brainisthat it differs
markedly from other biological organsinitsability to generate and sustain thevast diversity of our conscious
livesthroughout part. What mattersisthere ationship between eventsoccurringinthebrainand their persona
subject. Introspective experiencesthat together make up our inner soul life David Chalmersdiscussesthis
problemintermsof theréationship between phys csand psychicsand psychi csand phenomenol ogy, dividing
theproblem of consciousnessinto light and heavy problems. A smple problemliesin explaining consciousness
intermsof cognitive connections such asidentification, integration, and behavioural control. Thedifficult
questioniswhy these features should be associated with aphenomenal experience.

Asmost of usknow, consciousnessisacentra concept inthe Mind philosophy. Consciousness, atopic
of much debate, has been interpreted differently by Philosophers. For some, it means “the inner, private,
subjective, and qualitative phenomena of consciousness”. You need it to know and recognize your inner state
of mind. According to naturalists, consciousnessisabiological feature of thehuman brain and thebrain of dl
animals. Itisdriven by neurobiological processesandisasmuch apart of thenatura biological order asother
biologicd functionssuch as photosynthesis, digestion, etc.

Recognition of state not yet recognized. The human brainisan organ like any other in abiological
system. Itsdistinguishing featureisthat it differsmarkedly fromthe other her biological organsinitsability to
produceand sustainal of her vast speciesof our consciouslife. In genera, however, theterm consciousness
isused to describe any conscious state of mind, whether it isapresent state of mind or astate of mind that has
yet to berealized. Thispaper describesthe nature of consciousness and itsplacein the philosophy of mind

What isconsciousness? To answer thisquestion,

Consciousnessiswhat distinguishes humansfrom much of theworld around them. It canbesaid to be
a central feature of the mind. According to Descartes, “The essence of man is to think of the matter.” In other
words, manisessentialy aspiritual being, and it isnot thebody that makesuswhoweare. Theessenceof the
mind is consciousness. That is the awareness of one’s thoughts and purpose. Therefore according to Descartes,
“All other animals in are merely complex, unconscious machines.” is accepting for them, consciousness isan
object of introspection, what we can seeinwardly when welook within oursdves, itisimmaterid, contingent,
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and linguistic and behaviora expressions. For them, consciousnessissomething that each of uscan directly
accessinour instance.

Wittgenstein said that consciousness is ‘life itself”. Commenting on Wittgenstein, Johnston said, “To
understand the concept of consciousness, it need not be defined or described.

But beaware of what it meansto say that someoneisconscious. Theimportant thingisto understand
the meaning of the concept, not the explanation. It can therefore be best understood by placing one’s
consciousness on the appropriate life form of. Consciousness, as Searle puts it, is simply “a sensation or
consciousnessthat beginsin the morning when you wakefrom adreaml essd egp and continuesthroughout the
day until you fall asleep at night, fall into acoma, or die. His subjective state means ., or to others. “ The sage,
asay’s, becomes unconscious.

For Chalmers, the question of consciousnessbel ongsto both therealm of science and philosophy. He,
therefore, arguesthat the problem of consciousness must be explained in philosophical terms. Scientific
explanationsare not enough. Weareintimately connected with consciousness. We areamost obsessed with
it. Noneof us, however, can fully comprehend what awareness and consci ous experience mean. Our act of
perceiving, thinking, and ultimately acting doesnot occur inisolation. Thesearetheresultsof her dynamic
clusters of causality and information processing. These processes make one thing “feel”. This inner dimension
is known as “conscious experience’. These conscious experiences are a prominent part of the mind’s inner
system. According to Thomas Nagel, “Aliving being has a conscious mental state, and only if there is something
smilar tobeingthat living being, that is, something for theliving being. Similarly, thereissomething astate of
mind isconsciousof and similar to beinginthat state of mind, or astate of mindissaid to be consciouswhen
there is a qualitative sense or quality of experience. Qualitative emotions are also called “qualia” and called
phenomenological properties. Accounting for these propertiesiscentra to the description of consciousness
itsdf, whichliesat the heart of the mind-body problem. According to him, third-person accountshavetrouble
explaining how consciousnessis possiblein the purely physical universe. Words areambiguouswords. may
represent “cognitive ability” or they may represent the ability to investigate and/or report’s mental state.
Sometimesit showstheability tofocusattention, sometimesit showstheability to control behavior voluntarily.
It is used interchangeably with “vigilance” and in other cases also means “knowing something”. In this case,
Chalmers makes it clear that he sees consciousness as “the subjective quality of experience - what it means to
be a cognitive agent.” He points out that of all the terms found, (nearly) are synonymous with ‘consciousness’,
with “experience’ being the most important. Here he presents a list of conscious experiences such as sight,
hearing, touch, smell, tastesuch ashesat and cold, pain, other bodily sensations, consciousthoughts, emotions,
and self-senses, with gppropriate descriptions.

The Nature and Mind

This section discussesthe nature of themind and how consciousnessrelatesto mental phenomena.
What isthe mind? The common opinionisthat the head isjust the brain. Second, the head isa software
routinerunning on neurologica hardware. people haveaheart It means perceiving that they have sensations,
emotions, bdiefs, thoughts, intentions, desires, etc. Sothe question arises. What doesit mean to haveamind?
What isit to perceive, tofed emotions, to have bdliefs, to havegoa s? | believethat the best way to understand
thenatureof themind isto understand modern scientific discoveriesand hypotheses about themind. According
to modern science, the mindisonly aphys cochemica mechanism. Intraditional philosophy, themindisthe
mysteriousinner arenathat governsthe physica behavior of our bodies. For Descartes, thisinner arenaislike
aspiritua entity.

According to Descartes, the mind isathinking substance. But materialistsand behavioristsre ect
Descartes’ ideas. They accept the view that the mind is part of the material world. For them, mind and mental
state arejust specificareasof behavior. Accordingto them, thereisnothing spiritual inthe human mind.
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Indeed, according to Armstrong, “the verdict of modern science seems to be that the sole cause of psycho-
extensive behavior in humansand higher anima sare the physicochemica functioning of the central nervous
system.” According to psychologists who understand our concept that a state is nothing but the cause of a
particular action, and who equate these mentd stateswith purely physical statesin the central nervous system,
between sensation and perception Thereisavery closelogicd reationship. Selective Behaviours. Perceptions
can bethought of asinternal states or eventsthat caninduce aparticular kind of selective behaviour for the
environment. Consciousnessis nothing but the perception or awareness of our state of mind. Driversinthe
self-driving state recognize or percelvetheroad unlesshedoes. Thecar becomesaditch. However, heisnow
unaware of hisperception of theroad. Heisaware of theway, but heisunaware of what ishappeninginhis
perception and mind.

Consciousness or experience is like perception, for Kant it is an ‘inner sense’.

We cannot directly observethemindsof others, but wedo havethe power to directly observe our inner
minds and “perceive” what is happening there. Auto state driver is a driver with closed “inner eyes” and is
currently unaware of what isgoing onin hishead. A personwhoisor isaware of histhoughtsandfedingsis
aperson who hasthe ability to distinguish between different statesof mind.

He can say heisangry only when heisangry. But such verbal actionsare only themere expression or
result of consciousness. Consciousnessitsdf isaninternd state, thetypeof interna statethat giveshumansthe
capacity for such behaviourd expression.

The term “consciousness” is used broadly to denote any state of mind or anything related to the state
that makesit a state of mind. Consciousnessincludes not only our awareness of our states but al so those
statesthemsa ves, whether we are aware of them or not. When apersonisangry, it isastate of consciousness,
even if they are not aware that they are angry. If he knows heis angry, it isadifferent modification of
consciousness, not thesame. It is consciousnessthat makes afact amental fact. Descartesusestheword
“thought” to describe the thought acts and to refer to the entity in which those acts exist. He states that
“Thought is substance” means only the general concept of consciousness, and “Thought is the essence of
mind.” The essence of a thing is defined as what is necessary for it to exist. Descartes claims to have a clear
and definite realization or realization that one is a thinking thing, nothing but the thought that is part of one’s
nature. For Descartes, every act of thought isidentical to an act of consciousness. The act of thought is
equated with theact of consciousness.

Cognitiveactsaretherefore conscious acts. Our perceptions, understandings, judgments, etc. canonly
be defined and explained about consciousness. Themind isendowed with various capacities such assensation,
understanding, and will.

A body isan object or being whose essenceisto occupy her space. Having shape, size, and positionin
space, heiscompletely unaware. Themind, on the other hand, isquite different.

Non-spatia, having no shape, size, or location. Its essenceissmply to have consciousness. thoughts,
fedlings, memories, perceptions, desires, emotions, etc. Thewhole human essenceisthe spirit. Inour current
life, our spirit isintimately connected to our body, but it isnot our body that makesuswho weare. Infact,
according to Descartes, it ispossibleto havealifethat remainsessentially oneself without havingabody at dl.
Therefore, the essence of themind is consciousness. H. Own thoughts and awvareness of objects.

Chamershastwo different conceptsof themind. They are phenomenol ogical and psychologica. The
former explainsthat the concept of mindisaconsciousexperience, and menta states are consci ous experiences.
Thepsychological concept of mentd statesisthat themindisthebasisfor the cause or explanation of behaviour.
The phenomenological conception of the mind relies on the “feelings” of the mind, whereas the psychological
conception describeshis
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Mind based on itsbehaviour. Phenomenologica propertiesareillustrated when trying to understand the
conscious experience of menta states.

CONCLUSION

Wecansay that thenature of mental states, whether they are phenomenological, psychological, or a
combination of both, can be explained by two factors: the fact of conscious experience and the fact of
behavioura causdlity.

Constiousnessisastate of mind. Consciousnessyou may wonder: How could stimulation of thenervous
system produce such an amazing state of consciousness? Of course, inthemiraculousway thet gin arisesfrom
lamps, consciousness may not arise from the brain. The mind contai ns more than consciousness. Modern
Cognitive science has taken adeep dive into mental processes. It provided behavioura statements and
considered the internal basis of behaviour. According to him, “Such a state may or may not be conscious.

For modern philosophers, consciousnessisoriginally acognitive process. Awareness of what isgoing
on inthe human mind. According to many philosophers, consciousnessisapurely subjective processand
therefore cannot be explained scientifically. for functionalism. Consciousnessiswhat happenswhen certain
processesin the brain are mechani cal .A ccording to many others, consciousnessisnot just abrain process. It
isvery different from the mechanical processesof thebrain.
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