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ABSTRACT

This study looks at the proposed assessment
changes in the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and their possible effects on the Indian
educational system. The study assesses the
transition from conventional exam-based
eval uationsto a more comprehensive and ongoing
eval uation method. Theresearch paper establishes
a contextual framework that enables readers to
more fully understand and appreciate the
assessment reforms proposed in NEP 2020 through
a thorough review of the literature, policy

documents, and empirical data.
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INTRODUCTION

Any educational framework must have an
assessment system sinceit shapeslearning resultsand
offers suggestions for improvement. An important
educational policy in India, the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, callsfor aparadigm shift in how
assessmentsare conducted. Thisessay will examine
the NEP 2020 assessment reforms, looking at their
goals, how they work, and how they can affect
students, instructors, and the larger educational
ecosystem.

Objectives of Sudy

1. To understand objectives of Assessment
Reformsin NEP 2020.

2. Tofind chdlengesinitsimplementation.

3.  To know the mechanisms of Assessment in
NEP 2020.
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Literature Review

P.S.Aithal & ShubhrgyotsnaAitha. Their paper highlightsvarious policiesannounced in the higher
education system and comparethem with the currently adopted system. Variousinnovationsand predicted
implicationsof NEP 2020 on thendian higher education system a ong with itsmeritswere discussed.

Hemakumar G and Vijay D Joshi have discussed about the growth of new educational policiesand
their implementationsacrossthe nation. It also engrossed somemajor problemsin previouspolicy whichis
urgently needed to be overcomefor the betterment of the young mindsetsto contest with growing competition
inthegloba knowledgeand economy.

Amlesh Kumar and Laxmidhar Beherahavestated thet theacademic quaity and rl evance of examinations
in Indian education system hasbeen amatter of concernfor alongtime. Thus, their paper attemptsto andyse
theexaminationreformsin India Towardsquality and excellencein higher education.

Background
Historical Perspective of Assessment in I ndian Education

Itisessentid tofirst placethe proposed assessment reformsin the historical context of Indian educationa
assessment practicesin order to comprehend therel evance of the NEP 2020 assessment reforms.

Thelndian educationd system hasdway's placed aheavy emphasison summative eva uations, frequently
intheform of final exams. Thisstrategy placed astrong emphasi son knowledge repetition and rote memory.
This technique of evaluation was criticized for not adequately gauging students’ critical thinking, problem-
solving skills, and ahility to gpply their information in red-world situati ons, even though it had advantagesin
terms of testing students’ recollection of facts. Additionally, it resulted in a high-stakes exam culture that could
make children fedl stressed out and anxious.

Withtime, arising understanding of theneed for amore comprehensive evaluation sysemthat evaluated
awider variety of abilitiesand competencesevolved. Duetothis, formative assessments, projects, and practica
eva uationswere added to Sandard examsto create continuous assessment processes. With thesemodifications,
teachershoped to help pupilsbuild amorethorough set of skillsand adeeper comprehens on of their subject
meatter.

Overview of theNational Education Policy 2020

A turning point in Indian education was reached with theratification of the Nationa Education Policy
(NEP) 2020in July of that year. It isathorough policy statement that laysout avision for the restructuring of
India’s educational system at every level, from pre-kindergarten to higher education.

The moderni zation of assessment proceduresisone of themajor issues covered by NEP 2020. The
srategy promotesachangeto amore complex and varied eva uation system in recognition of the shortcomings
of conventiona examination-based assessments. This changeindicatesacommitment to preparing students
for theneedsof the 21t century and is consi stent with globa trendsin education.

Continuous and comprehensive evaluation (CCE), which combines formative and summative
assessments, isemphasized by NEP 2020. Thismethod seeksto offer amore comprehensive understanding
of a student’s educational path by considering not only academic achievement but also traits like critical
thinking, problem-solving abilities, and knowledge gpplicationinrea-world Situations.

The policy also emphasizesthe v ue of | essening exam pressureand promoting an environment inthe
classroom that fosters creativity and innovation. It al so emphasi zes how technol ogy isincorporated into
evaluation procedures, creating new opportunitiesfor adaptive and customized eva uation techniques.
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Objectives of Assessment Reforms in NEP 2020

>

Moving Beyond Rote M emorization: Thelndian educational system has historically come under
criticismfor prioritizing rote memory, in which studentslearn factswithout really understanding the
underlying prind ples. Thismethod frequently resultsin surface-leve learning, wheresudentsmay perform
well ontestsbut havetroubleapplying their information inreal-world settings.

Here, itisintended to shift the emphasisfrom rote memorizing to amore comprehensve comprehenson
of theprinciples. Thisentailsencouraging learnersto go deeper into materid, investigateitsrea -world
applications, and understand the guiding concepts. Instead, then focusing on a student’s ability to
repeat facts, the NEP 2020 assessment method triesto gaugetheir understanding and appli cation of
knowledge.

Fostering Critical Thinkingand Problem-Solving Skills: Effective problem-solving requiresthe
capacity to critically assess dataand make defensible decisions. Bothintheclassroom andinthered
world, these abilities are essential for success. In the past, India’s assessment practices frequently
prioritized memory and recall testsabovecritical thinkingtests.

Assessmentsthat actively promotethe development of critical thinking and problem-solving abilities
areintended to beincorporated into NEP 2020. This entail s devel oping examinationsthat call for
studentsto usetheir knowledgeinanaytica ways, come up with solutionsto challenging issues, and
reflect critically onarangeof topics.

Reducing Exam-Induced Sressand Anxiety: Studentswho taketraditional examsmay experience
significant leve sof stressand anxiety. Thestressof passing asingle, important exam can beharmful to
a student’s mental health and may not be an accurate indicator of their overall aptitude.

NEP 2020 aimsto reduce this stress by implementing acontinual evaluation mechanism. Thisentails
periodically evaluating pupils during the school year so they may show their understanding and
devel opment throughout time. The approach intendsto lessen the severe strain associated with one-
time, high-stakestests by distributing assessmentsacrossavariety of formatsand periods.

Ensuring Comprehensive Skill Development: Studentsareincreasingly understood to requirea
widerange of abilitiesin addition to academic knowledge to succeed in the modern world. These
include, among other things, digital literacy, creetivity, teamwork, and communi cation skills.

NEP 2020 aims to make sure that examinations analyse a student’s development of these more general,
trandferrableskillsin addition to their academic proficiency. Inorder to prepare studentsfor anincreasingly
diversified and competitive global economy, it isnecessary to provide examinationsthat let students
demondtratetheir skillsin areas outsidethetraditional subject matter.

NEP 2020 seeksto provide amore balanced and thorough eval uation processthat more accurately

represents a student’s general abilities and readiness for the challenges of the 21st century by incorporating
these objectivesinto the assessment system.

M echanisms of Assessment in NEP 2020

The Indian educational system’s evaluation practices have undergone substantial modifications as a

result of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. It places a focus on an evaluation of a student’s performance
that ismore comprehensive and ongoing. These arethe assessment procedureslistedin NEP 2020:

1.

Continuousand Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE): Oneof the main elementsof the evaluation
changes suggested by NEP 2020 is Continuous and Comprehensive Eva uation (CCE). It entailsa
constant and ongoing evaluation of a student’s progress over the course of the academic year. This
method emphasi zes on giving studentsregul ar feedback and eva uating their learning intermsof their
academicknowledge, abilities, attitudes, and values.
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ContinuousAssessment: Instead than depending merely on sporadic exams, this CCE component
entails regularly monitoring students’ progress over time. Quizzes, assignments, participation in class,
and other formative eval uations carried out during routine classroom activitiesmay beincluded.

Comprehensive Evaluation: CCE considersavariety of € ementsbesi des academic performance.
It takes into account a student’s total development, including extracurricular activities, behaviour, social
skills, and emotiond hedth.

Inorder to help studentsand teachersdiscover areasfor improvement andimplement remedia measures,
CCE aimsto providetimely and constructive feedback to both parties.

For mativeand SummativeAssessments

FormativeAssessment: Thiskind of evaluationiscarried out throughout thelearning processto
keep track of a student’s development and comprehension of the subject matter. Formative evaluations
sometimesinvolvelow-stakes exercisesincluding quizzes, conversationsin groups, projects, and
observations. Formative assessments provide feedback that isused to modify teaching methods and
improve students’ conceptual understanding.

SummativeAssessment: Summeativeevaluationsarecarried out at the conclusion of alearning session
(such as asemester or academic year) to gauge a student’s general comprehension and level of skill in
asubject. Thesetests usually have high stakes, just asfinal exams, and they give an overview of a
student’s achievement.

NEP 2020 aspires to give a complete picture of a student’s educational path by combining formative
and summativeevauaions.

Portfolios, Projects, and Practical Assessments: To assess a student’s abilities and use of information,
NEP 2020 promotesthe use of aternative assessment techniques such portfolios, projects, and practica
evaudions.

Portfolios. To show their devel opment and accomplishmentsthroughout time, studentsbuild aportfolio
of their work, which may contain essays, projects, artwork, or other tasks.

Proj ects: Students can apply their knowledge and skillsto actua circumstancesby participatingin
project-based |earning, and the project itsalf servesasakind of evaluation.

Practical Assessments: Practical evaluations offer a technique to measure a student’s performance
intopicsthat call for practica skills, such scienceexperimentsor vocationd training.

Beyond the confines of conventional written exams, thesetechniques provide amore nuanced view of
astudent’s talents.

Technology-Enabled Assessment Tools: Thepotential of technology in assessment isacknowledged
by NEP2020. It promotesutilizingdigita toolsand platformsto carry out assessments, monitor progress,
and givetailored feedback.

OnlineTestsand Quizzes. Onlinetests can be created and administered thanksto technol ogy, which
also dlowsfor automated grading and rapid feedback.

L ear ning Management Systems (L M S): Thesetoolsmakeit easier to handle assgnments, exams,
and student-teacher communi cation.

Data Analytics: By utilizing data analytics, instructors can learn more about trends in student
performance and better adapt their curriculum to the needs of each student.

Technology integration in assessments supports NEP 2020’s objective of updating educational methods
andimproving assessments.

Taking a step away from a system that is only exam-focused and toward a more comprehensive

understanding of a student’s abilities, these assessment methods work together to provide a more thorough
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and student-centric gpproach to eval uating learning outcomes.

Challenges and I mplementation Hurdles
Teacher Trainingand Capacity Building

Explanation: Ensuring that instructors have the necessary training and resourcesto effectively usethe
new assessment methodsisone of the mgjor obstacl esinimplementing the assessment reforms specifiedin
NEP 2020. Theprinciplesof continuouseva uation, the creation and administration of formative assessments,
and theinterpretation of assessment resultsfor useful feedback areall coveredinthis.

Significance: Sinceteachersarecrucia in putting the new assessment systeminto place, they must
receivethe proper training. They must be adept at creating teststhat correspond to thelearning objectivesand
a giving pupilshdpful criticiam.

ActionsNeeded: Ingtitutionsand educational authoritiesmust fund extensiveinitiativesfor teacher
preparation. Both theoretical and practical facets of eval uation methodol ogies should be coveredinthese
programs, which should be ongoing to accommodate evol ving needs and technol ogica advancements.

I nfrastructureand Technological Requirements

Explanation: NEP 2020’s assessment changes rely greatly on having access to the right infrastructure
andtechnology in order to beimplemented successfully. Thisincludeshaving theright equipment for conducting
digital exams, dependabl einternet connectivity, and appropriate placesfor carrying out varioustests.

Significance: It becomesdifficult to conduct assessmentsin away that isin keeping with the NEP
2020 principleswithout the required hardware and software. Based on the availability of resources, thismay
result indifferencesin educational experiencesand outcomes.

ActionsNeeded: Infrastructure and technology need to beinvested in by educationd institutionsand
authorities, especidly inareasor communitieswheretheseresourcesareinadequate. Thiscanentail supplying
laptopsor tabletsto school s, mai ntaining dependabl einternet access, and establishing comfortable conditions
for exams.

Alignment with Existing Examination Boar dsand Systems

Explanation: Indiahas numerousboardsand stateswith their own testing procedures. The NEP 2020
assessment reformsmust be carefully coordinated and aigned with these current systems. Addressing potentia
conflictsor overlapsin eva uation practicesispart of this.

Significance: A seamlesstransition depends on the new assessment methodol ogies complementing
and integrating with the current systems. It avoids misunderstandings between teechers, parents, and students.

ActionsNeeded: To ensurethat thereformsare understood and that thereisaclear planfor how they
will beintegrated, educationd authoritiesand poli cymakersshould engagein communicationwiththecurrent
examination boardsand systems. Thiscould entail changing the structureof current examsor offering advice
on how to adjust to the new assessment methods.

Cultural and Societal Per ceptions of Assessment

Explanation: Assessment-related attitudesand ideas may vary among cultures and nations. Standardized
testing may be prioritized by somewhilepractical skillsand proj ect-based assessmentsmay be emphasized
by others. In order to implement NEP 2020’s reforms, it is necessary to take into account these various
viewpoints.

Significance: To ensurethat the reformsare embraced and accepted by all stakehol ders, evaluation
processes must be modified to conformto cultura and societa standards. It aidsin preventing oppositionto
or distrust of the new system.

ActionsNeeded: Toexplanthejustification for the assessment reforms, policymakersand educationa
ingtitutionsshouldinteract with communities, parents, and other stakehol ders. They should d so bereceptiveto
criticism and ready to make changes that honour social and cultural norms while still achieving NEP 2020’s goals.

October to December 2023 www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor
ADouble-blind, Peer-reviewed and Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and .
Multilingual Research Journal SJIF (2023): 7.906

1286



. Harsh Yadav
ISSN : 2581-6918 (E), 2582-1792 (P)
Year-06, Volume-06, |ssue-04 SHODH SAMAGAM Page No. 1282 - 1288

Comparative Analysis with Previous Assessment Systems

Contrastswith the 10+2 System: The “10+2 system” is a reference to the previous structure of
school education in India. Under this system, studentswent through 10 years of primary and secondary
education followed by 2 yearsof higher secondary education. Thissystem culminatedin board examinations
at the end of the 10th and 12th grades. Here are some key contrasts between the 10+2 system and the
assessment reforms proposed in NEP 2020:

»  Emphasison ContinuousAssessment: NEP2020 emphasi zesashift from aprimarily examination-
based assessment model to amore continuous and comprehensive eval uation system. In contrast, the
10+2 system heavily relied on high-stakes board examinations asthe primary method of assessment.

» Reduction of Exam Stress. One of the key objectives of NEP 2020 is to reduce the stress and
anxiety associated with high-stakes exams. The 10+2 system, on the other hand, was often criticized
for theimmense pressureit placed on students dueto the weightage of board exams.

» Holistic Evaluation: NEP 2020 encourages amore holistic evaluation approach, which takesinto
account various aspects of a student’s performance including academic, co-curricular, and extra-curricular
activities. In contrast, the 10+2 system tended to focus primarily on academic achievements.

»  Greater Flexibility and Choice: NEP 2020 providesgreater flexibility for sudentsto choose subjects
based ontheir interests and strengths. The 10+2 system had amorerigid subject selection process,
especially inthescience, commerce, and arts streams.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, NEP 2020’s assessment reforms have the power to completely transform the Indian
educationa system by promoting amorethorough and student-centered eval uation strategy. Although there
areimplementationissues, theintended benefits of these reforms can be achieved with coordinated effortsin
teacher training, technol ogical infrastructure, and stakehol der involvement. Thisstrategy isabravemovein
thedirection of devel oping well-rounded, critical-thinking people prepared for the challenges of thetwenty-
first century.

REFERENCES

1. Aithd P S & Aithd Shubhrgyotsna, Anadyssof thendian Nationa Education Policy 2020 towards
Achievingits Objectives. International Journal of Management, Technol ogy, and
Social Science, ISSN: 2581-6012, Vol. 5, No. 2, August 2020

2. Aithd P.S. & Aitha Shubhragyotsna, Analysisof thelndian Nationa Education Policy 2020 towards
Achievingits Objectives. International Journal of Management, Technol ogy, and
Social Science, ISSN: 2581-6012, Vol. 5, No. 2, August 2020

3. Hemakumar G and Joshi Vijay D, A Review on Examinations Reformsin New Education Policy-
2020. 2021 NISRJ, Volume 1, Issue 1

4.  Kumar,Amleshand BeheralL axmidhar, Examination Reformsinindia TowardsQuality and Excdlence
inHigher Education. August 2021, In book: Examination Reformsfor Quality Higher
Educationin India: Challenges and Opportunities (pp.1-7) Publisher: New Delhi
Publishers, New Ddhi.

5.  KurienAjay, ChandramanaSudeep B., Impact of New Education Policy 2020 on Higher Education,
November 2020, DOI:10.6084/m9.figshare.13332413.v1

6. MirAijazAhmad, The Scope of Technology in Nationa Education Policy 2020, Madhya Bharati,
ISSN: 0974-0066, Vol-83 No. 12, January — June: 2023

October to December 2023 www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor
ADouble-blind, Peer-reviewed and Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and .
Multilingual Research Journal SJIF (2023): 7.906

1287



. Harsh Yadav
ISSN : 2581-6918 (E), 2582-1792 (P)
Year-06, Volume-06, |ssue-04 SHODH SAMAGAM Page No. 1282 - 1288

7. Rohatgi, Anubha, ed. (7 August 2020). “Highlights, NEP will play role in reducing gap between
research and education in India: PM Modi”. Hindustan Time

8.  SharmaNidhi, Integration of Technology: A Key Factor of NEP 2020, September 2022, Volume9,
Issue 9, Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research, |SSN-
2349-5162

9. Repertoire Assessment_Reforms.pdf (education.gov.in)
10. NEP 2020 ppt, PPT (dideshare.net)
11. Technology and Education: NEP2020 | PPT (dideshare.net)
12.  Implicationsof NEP2020to Higher Educationin India(indiatimes.com)
13. 5294663 Sdlient-Featuresof nep-Eng-merged.pdf (ugc.gov.in)
14.  Explained: How will NEP 2020 changetheeducation systemin India- IndiaToday
15.  Explained: How will NEP 2020 change theeducation systemin India- IndiaToday
16.  Nationa Education Policy 2020 - Wikipedia
17. NEP 2020 - Innovate India (mygov.in)

18.  Suggestions on NEP 2020 sought from school teachers and principals — Curriculum Magazine
(curriculum-magazine.com)

*kkhkkkkkk*k

October to December 2023 www.shodhsamagam.com Impact Factor
ADouble-blind, Peer-reviewed and Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and .
Multilingual Research Journal SJIF (2023): 7.906

1288



