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Preface

In today's rapidly evolving global landscape, women
entrepreneursplay apivota roleindriving economic growth, reducing
inequality, and achieving the Sustai nable Devel opment God s (SDGS).
Thisbook, " Strengthening Women Entrepreneurship for Achieving
SudtainableDeve opment Gods," servesasacomprehensve guidethat
exploresthecritical intersectionsof women'sentrepreneurshipand the
SDGs. By delving into various aspects of women-led businesses, it
providesaconceptua framework to understand and support women
entrepreneursinther journey towards sustainable devel opment. The
book concludes by emphasizing the integral role of women
entrepreneursin achieving the Sustainable Devel opment Goals. It
underscorestheimportance of continued support, collaboration, and
policy interventionsto further empower womeninentrepreneurshipand
drive sustainable devel opment worldwide.

" Strengthening Women Entrepreneurship For Achieving
Sustainable Devel opment Goals," offersaholistic view of women's
entrepreneurship, shedding light on their remarkabl e contributionsand
theuntapped potential they hold for amoreequitableand sustainable
future. It servesasava uableresourcefor policymakers, practitioners,
researchers, and anyone interested in promoting gender equality,
economic growth, and the SDGsthrough women-led businesses.

Thefinancid ass stancerece ved from research and deve opment
fund of national bank for agriculture and rural development
(NARARD) towards publication of proceedingsof the conferenceis
gratefully acknowledged.







Message from The Chairman

Onbehdf of the organizing committee of the
National Seminar on "Strengthening Women
Entrepreneurship for Achieving Sustainable
Development Gods," in collaborationwithNABARD
| congratulatethe organi zing committeefor organizing
theseminar onsuchrel evant topics. Intoday'sworld,
women's entrepreneurship playsapivotal rolein driving economic
growth, fostering innovation, and promoting social development.
However, itisareality that women continueto encounter numerous
challengesontheir entrepreneurial journey. Thisseminar standsasa
testament to our commitment to addressthese challengesand work
collectively towardsabrighter, moreinclusivefuture.Our collaboration
with NABARD, arenowned institution with adeep commitment to
rural and agricultural development, underscores our dedication to
achieving sustainable development goals through women's
entrepreneurship. NABARD's expertise and support have been
instrumental in shaping this seminar, and we are grateful for their
partnership.Inthespirit of unity and progress, let uswork together to
findinnovativesol utions, addresschalenges, and crestean environment
wherewomen entrepreneurscan thrive and contribute significantly to
our nation'sdevel opment.

With Best Wishes

"_ﬁ
1
[

Dr. Rajeev Kumar
Chairman, KdingaUniversty




Message from The Chancellor

As an established and highly esteemed
organization, KalingaUniversity maintainsthe
utmost academic standard, incorporated with the
conduct of discipline, thereby achieving a
remarkable and excellent percentage of resuilts.
We believe that creating an educational
foundation for social, cultural, scientific,
economic, and technologica developmentinour
Nation can matureinto aGlobd Interfaceby giving way to democratic
thoughtsand equality in the context of women'sentrepreneurship. Our
amisnot only to contributeto academic knowledgebut alsoto provide
practical insightsfor organizationsworldwide. We are profoundly
committed to facilitating discussionson adiverserange of topicsthat
directly impact our mission of empowering women entrepreneursand
advancing sustainable devel opment. Thesecritical issuesencompass
addressing the global fragmentation of governance, acknowledging
women's pivotal rolein combating climate change, and leveraging
women's entrepreneurship in the battle against poverty, crises, etc. |
would liketo congratul ate the Faculty of Artsand Humanitiesand
thank NABARD for their commitment and superb drivein organizing
thisseminar. | am very surethat thisevent will beableto providea
platform for strengthening our relationshipsin knowledge sharing. |
believethat thisseminar will beafoundation for the growth of new
ideastowards abetter tomorrow.

With Best wishes

Dr. Sandeep Arora
Chancdlor, KdingaUniversity




Message from The Vice-Chancellor

AstheVice-Chancdllor of KdingaUniversty,
| appreciate the much-required effortstowards
the concept and theme of the National Seminar
on " Strengthening Women Entrepreneurship for
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals,"
organized by the Faculty of Artsand Humanities,
KalingaUniversity, New Raipur in collaboration
withNABARD.The Seminar istimely inview of
thetremendousimportance of theworl dwide opportunitiesfor women
inevery aspect of life. With optimism, weantici pate that this Seminar
will offer profound and cohesiveind ghtsinto thesignificant issuesand
opportunitiesrelated to women's entrepreneurship for sustainable
development. | am surethat, the National Seminar will show some
good, coherent, and integrated understandings of women's
entrepreneurship opportunitiesin modern scenarios. | wisheachand
every oneof yougood luck for afruitful discussion.

Withwarmregards

Dr.R Shridhar
ViceChancdllor
KdingaUniversty




Message From TheDirector-General

On behalf of the organizing
committee of the National Seminar on
" Strengthening Women Entrepreneurship for
Achieving Sustainable Devel opment Goals,"
organized by the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, KdingaUniversty, New Raipurin
collaborationwithNABARD, | am extremely
delighted to know that the expertsand academicians PAN Indiahave
joined usfor thisevent. By empowering women entrepreneurstodrive
sugtainable devel opment, we are not only ensuring afairer future but
asobuilding reslienceagaing shocksinour increasingly interconnected
world.Intoday's dynamic environment, the challengesweface are
indeed intertwined. Yet, our shared effortsto addressthese chalenges
can bejust asinterconnected. Through thisseminar, weaimtofoster
collaboration andinnovation that transcendsborders, helping uscreste
a more prosperous and equitable future for al. Our collective
commitment towomen'sentrepreneurship asacatalyst for sustainable
development will undoubtedly lead ustowardsabrighter and more
reslient world.AstheDirector Generd of KadingaUniversity, it'smy
pleasureand privilegeto see such academiciansonthisplatform, and
at thesametimemy sincerethanksto the organizing committeefor
hosting thislandmark event.

Dr. Byju John
Director Genera
KdingaUniversty




Messagefrom The Registrar

Gresetingd

AsRegistrar of KalingaUniversity,
New Raipur, it is with great pleasure |
welcome you to the National Seminar on
" Strengthening WWomen Entrepreneurship for
Achieving Sugtainable Development Goals,"
organized by the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, KalingaUniversity, New Raipur in collaboration with
NABARD. | wouldasoliketothank al of youwho haveworked on
putting this successful summit together. This Seminar isuniquely
positioned to addressthe complex circumstanceswefind ourselves
in, repletewith significant tasksand formidable challenges. Itisonly
through collective effort that we can ensurethat our globa economy
continuesitstra ectory toward amore environmentally conscious,
technol ogically advanced, and equitable path to recovery. ThisSeminar
anticipatesan array of engaging and interactive sessions, bringing
together distinguished speakersand expertsPAN India. | extend my
heartfelt gratitude to the organizing committeefor orchestrating this
exceptiona and enriching event. Through our shared commitment to
empowering women entrepreneurs and advancing sustainable
devel opment, we have the opportunity to collaboratively shapea
brighter futurefor all.

With Best wishes

Dr. Sandeep Gandhi
Regidtrar
KdingaUniversty




Message From the Convenor and Dean -
Faculty of Artsand Humanities

AsConvenor and Dean of the Faculty of Arts
and HumanitiesKaingaUniversty, New Raipur
| want to thank the Management of Kalinga
University for providing the opportunity to
organizeaNationa Seminar on" Strengthening
Women Entrepreneurship for Achieving
Sustainable Development Goals,” in
collaborationwithNABARD. | aso extend aheartfelt thankstothe
sellar lineup of seminar speakersand distinguished guestsPAN India
for blessing uswith their esteemed thoughts. Through the Seminar on
" Strengthening WWomen Entrepreneurship for Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals," we are poised to channel our collectiveefforts,
discussons, and policiestoward afuturethat championssustainability.
Rather than viewing these challenges asinsurmountable, we seethem
asopportunitiesfor positive change. We understand that nurturing
women's entrepreneurship and advancing sustai nabl e devel opment
goasisnot only animperative but dso apathway to amore prosperous
and equitableworld.Our actionsand deliberations during thisseminar
areamed a generating widespread awarenessand ingpiring meaningful
progresstowardsasustainablefuture. Together, wecanforgeabrighter
path forward that benefits not only women entrepreneurs but also
society asawhole.L et usmakethe most of theforum. | wishyouall
an engaging, congtructive, and very enjoyableevent. Thank youdl for
being apart of thiswonderful event.

With best wishes

Dr. Shilpi Bhattacharya
Convenor and Dean
Faculty of Artsand Humanities
KdingaUniversty




Message from The Convenor

| am delighted to extend my warmest welcometo
all of you as the convenor of the Seminar on
" Strengthening Women Entrepreneurship for
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals." in
collaboration with NABARD. This seminar
representsasignificant milestonein our collective
journey towardsfostering women'sentrepreneurship
for a sustainable future. Over the course of this
seminar, wewill explorethecritical rolethat women entrepreneurs
play in advancing sustainable development goals. Wewill engagein
thought-provoking discussons, shareingghts, and cultivateinnovative
strategies that empower women entrepreneurs and drive positive
changein our communitiesand beyond. Our diversegroup of speskers
bringsawedlth of knowledge, experience, and expertiseto thetable,
making thisevent aplatform for vibrant and meaningful exchanges.
Together, we will forge a path toward economic empowerment,
environmental stewardship, and socia equity. | want to expressmy
gratitudeto each oneof you for your commitment tothisvital cause. It
isthrough our collectiveeffortsthat we can makealasting impact and
contributeto amoreinclusive and sustainableworld. | look forward
to theinspiring discussionsand innovative solutionsthat will emerge
from our timetogether.

With best wishes

Adv. Juhi Marothia
Convenor




About the Seminar

The seminar on" Strengthening WWomen Entrepreneurship for
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals," held onthe 6th and 7th
of October 2023, inahybrid mode, sood asatransformative gathering
that echoed with diverse perspectives, experiences, and visionary
insights. Facilitated by the Faculty of Arts and Humanities in
collaborationwith NABARD, the seminar hosted around 20 esteemed
speakers, each contributing aunique and significant dimensiontothe
overarchingtheme.
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Theprimary amof theseminar wastwo-fold: tocomprehensvely
understand theintricate socio-economic, cultural, and environmental
factorsinfluencing women entrepreneurs and to explore avenuesfor
achieving Sugtainable Devel opment God's(SDGs) to positively impact
thelivesof women. Thisdual objective set the stagefor arich and
multifaceted discoursethat unfol ded during the seminar.
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Strengthening Wumén Entrepreneurship
For Achieving Sustainable Development Goals

EMINENT SPEAKERS

Eminent speakersfrom diverse cornersof the country graced
the seminar, sharing their invaluable expertise and real-world
experiencesin promoting women'sentrepreneurship for theattainment
of SDGs. Women Entrepreneurswho shared their experienceson
thisplatformwere Ms. Dhaneshwari Mandavi, the Director of Maa
Bamleshwari Janhitkari Samiti in Rgjnandgaon, Ms. Khileshwari Sahu,
who leadstheKrishi KendraDivision et MaaBamleshwari Janhitkari
Samiti, Smt. NirmalaBhaskar from Bastar Agro Producer Company
Ltd., Ghotulmunda, Kanker, specidizingin Millet processing and the
collection of Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFP), and Ku. Nagina
Netam from Mahanadi Kisan Utpadak Company Ltd., Charama,
Kanker, with aspecidizationin Custard Apple processingand NTFP
collection.



The collective significance of these speakers lies in the
amalgamation of their varied experiences, which collectively forma
comprehensive narrative. Thisnarrativeisnot only reflective of the
current state of women's entrepreneurship but also servesasaguide
for future endeavours aimed at empowering women and achieving
sugtainabledevel opment. Thediversevoicesintheseminar illuminated
thepath forward, emphasizing collaboration, innovation, andinclusivity
ascrucia elementsin the journey towards a more equitable and
ugtainablefuture.




| naugural Ceremony

Theinaugural ceremony started at 10 AM on 06th October
2023 and it wasgraced by Padma Shree Phoolbasan Bai Yadav, Indian
Socid Worker and Founder of theMaaBamleshwari Janhit Kari Samiti
as Chief Guest, Dr. Gyanendra Mani, Chief General Manager,
NABARD and Professor Dinesh Marothia, President, Indian Society
of Agriculture Economics, Member Technica Advisory Board, South
Asiaas Specia Guests.







Addressby Padma Shree Phoolbasan Bai Yadav

| ndian Social Wor ker and Founder of theMaa
Bamleshwari Janhit Kari Samiti

R |

Theseminar addressing " Strengthening VWomen Entrepreneurship
for Achieving Sustainable Development Goals' featured acompelling
addressby Padma Shree Phool basan Bai Yadav, adistinguished Indian
socia worker and thefounder of MaaBamleshwari Janhit Kari Samiti.
Ba commenced her talk by underscoring theunique and pivotd role
that mothers play in society, accentuating the innate strength and
determination inherent in women. Shedrew apoignant distinction,
noting that while men typically bear theresponsibilitiesof oneclan,
lineage, and family, women shoul der the burdens of two.

Expressing snceregratitudeto NABARD, Bai acknowledged
thecruad roleit playsinproviding financid support that propel swomen
entrepreneurship. Shehighlighted theindirect advantages, particularly
intermsof education, that women derivefromNABARD'sinitiatives.
Ba passonately advocated for education asacornerstone of women's
empowerment, urging women to seize every opportunity to pursue
education and independencethrough employment.



A recurring themein Bai's discourse wasthe integration of
education with societal contribution. She championed a holistic
approach, emphasizing that educated women should actively engage
inthe betterment of society. Bai shared her personal strugglesand
triumphs, using her life narrative as a powerful motivator for the
audience.

Bai's convictions found tangible expression in her various
ventures. Notably, the'Mor Bazaar, Sabko Rozgaar' initiative has
empowered 2600 individuass, primarily women, allowingthemto sl
adiversearray of products, including organic vegetables, herba goods,
and vermicompost. Starting withamodest 11 womenin 2001, Bai's
initiativesnow encompassaround 2 lakh women, amassing acollective
savingsof approximately 40 crores.

Furthermore, Bai shed light on NABARD's'e-Shakti' project,
aligning with her vision of women's economic empowerment. This
project, which complementsher ongoing efforts, providesan additiona
avenuefor women to achievefinancia independence. Additionally,
Bai has established about 30 Krishi Kendras and founded '‘Maa
Bamleshwari Private Limited, abrand focused on the production and
packaging of various spices. Theseinitiatives contribute not only to
women'seconomic empowerment but al so to the devel opment of rural
communities

In conclusion, Padma Shree Phool basan Bai's|ecture provided
anuanced exploration of the challenges and victories in women
entrepreneurship. Her emphasi son education, financia empowerment,
and societal engagement resonated deeply withtheoverarching theme
of the seminar, emphasizing the continual effortsrequiredto fortify
women'srolesin achieving sustainable devel opment goals.




Addressby Dr. GyanendraM ani
Chief Genera Manager, NABARD

KALINGA
UNIVERSITY

In the vibrant Seminar dedicated to fortifying women
entrepreneurship for the pursuit of sustainable development goals, Dr.
Gyanendra Mani, the Chief General Manager of NABARD,
commenced hisdiscourseby lauding the Faculty of Artsand Humanities
at Kalinga University, Raipur. He extolled the fusion of women
entrepreneurship with academic disciplines, recognizing theinnovative
sridestaken by theuniversity infosteringinterdisciplinary connections.

Dr. Mani delvedintotheconcerning redlity of women'srelatively
low participation in entrepreneurship, shedding light ontheimperetive
to addressthisdisparity through concerted efforts. The stage then
shifted to the canvas of NABARD's Community Development
Program, an expansive palette that includesinitiativeslike Vikas
Volunteer and Farmers Club, acting as catalysts for community
engagement and holistic devel opment.

The spotlight turned towardstheimpactful 'Swayam Sahayata
Samooh,’ avisonary initiativeamed at empoweringwomen. Dr. Mani
underscored the pivota contributionsof individualslike Phoolbasan
Bai Yadav and IndiraO.M., recognizing their transformativerolein
theream of women entrepreneurship and the consequent e evation of
entirecommunities.



Dr. Mani painted avivid picture of the practical |andscape,
where approximately 80,000 Self-Help Groups (SHGs) thrive, with
apoignant emphasison therole of Production Cum Devel opment
Cum Training Centers. His nuanced approach advocated for a
balanced ecosystem that encompasses both formal and informal
organizationsandinditutions tallored to beunequivocaly women-centric.

Thediscoursethen meandered through thelandscape of Micro-
Enterprise Development Programs (M EDP) and Livelihood Enterprise
Development Programs (LEDP), reveaing Dr. Mani'sdedicationto
the pursuit of livelihoods rooted in sustainable development. He
championed the concept of Rurd Hatts, envisioning atrangtionfrom
monthly marketsto weekly gatherings, offering asteady platformfor
women to showcase and vend their products.

Dr. Mani's narrative unfolded further into the realm of
innovation, exploring therich tapestry of the NABARD Tribal Tree
Culture, IntraCropping, and thedynamic landscape of Poultry Farming.
Thesevisonary initiatives, according to him, not only empower women
economically but also serveascruciblesfor skill development.

Insummation, Dr. GyanendraM ani'sdiscourseinjected energy
and cregtivity into the conversation around women entrepreneurship.
Hisinsightsinto community-driven programs, the catalyzing role of
influential personalities, and thekaleidoscopeof livelihood initiatives
added depth and vibrancy to the broader narrative of achieving
sugtainabledeve opment goa sthrough the prism of women'seconomic
empowerment.




Addressby Professor Dinesh Marothia
President, Indian Society of Agriculture
Economics, Member Technical Advisory Board,
SouthAsia

-
L 4

TheSeminar addressng" Strengthening\Women Entrepreneurship
for Achieving Sustainable Devel opment Goals' brought together
distinguished experts, among them Professor Dinesh Marothia,
President of the Indian Society of Agricultural Economicsand an
esteered member of the Technical Advisory Board for SouthAsia.
Professor Marothia's discourse encompassed the intricate facets of
women entrepreneurship, elucidating its benefits, collaborative
endeavours, and itsalignment with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Gods(SDGs).

With eloquence, Professor Marothiailluminated the myriad
advantages of women entrepreneurship, articulating itspivotd rolein
cultivating self-reliance and independence among women. Beyond
individual empowerment, he underscored itsfar-reaching societal
impact, emphasizing how the economic autonomy of women
sgnificantly contributesto overall devel opment.

A noteworthy eement in Professor Marothias presentationwas
hisexpression of gratitudeto Dr. GyanendraMani, Chief General
Manager of NABARD, for endorsing the collaborativeinitiativewith



KdingaUniversty. Thisacknowledgment underscored thesgnificance
of strategic partnershipsand institutional backing in addressing the
pivota issuessurrounding women entrepreneurship.

The speaker engaged the audiencein areflective exploration
of the 17 SDGs established by the United Nations, expounding on
their diverse dimensionsand theimperative of their achievement. He
drew connections between women entrepreneurship and the global
agenda, positioning it as a potent force in advancing sustainable
devel opment on acomprehensivescale.

Integra to Professor Marothiasdiscourse wastheimperative
to minimize gender-based disparities. By accentuating women
entrepreneurship, heargued, it becomes conceivableto dismantle
exigting inequalitiesand foster amoreinclusiveand equitablesociety,
aligning seamlesdy withtheethosof the SDGs.

In advocating for the adoption of the Phoolbasan Bai Yadav
model for rural transformation through active women participation,
Professor Marothiahighlighted atangible and successful framework.
Thismodel, rooted in theempowerment of rural women, servesasan
exemplar for leveraging the transformative potential of womenin
margindized communities

Further enriching hisdiscourse, Professor Marothiadrew from
Amartya Sen's philosophical insights on paralel thinking. He
underscored how empowering women through entrepreneurship digns
with Sen'svision of broadening capabilities and choices, thereby
contributing to sustai nabl e devel opment at both individua and societa
levels

A crucial emphasis in the lecture was on heterogeneous
interaction. Professor Marothiastressed theimportance of diverse
collaborationsand interactionsin therealm of women entrepreneurship.
By fostering aclimate of inclusivity and collaboration, innovative
solutionscan emerge, contributing to amore comprehensive gpproach
in addressi ng the challengesfaced by women entrepreneurs.



In conclusion, Professor Dinesh Marothia's discoursewasa
thought-provoking exploration of the pivotal role of women
entrepreneurship in achieving sustainable devel opment goals. His
insights, combined with expressions of gratitude and a call for
collaborativeefforts, underscored theimperative of collectiveaction
in empowering women economically and fostering societal
development. The Seminar, through such nuanced perspectives,
emerges as a catalyst for meaningful dialogue and tangible steps
towardsamore equitablefuture.







Section 1

a. Summary of keynoteAddress
Day 1 (06th October, 2023)

Thefollowingwomen entrepreneursand eminent peskersfrom
reputed organi zations presented their viewson thistopic.
Deliberation of Dr. Sanjay Kumar Joshi
Assistant Professor in the Department of Agri-Business&
Rural Management

In the Seminar dedicated to strengthening women
entrepreneurship for sustainabledeve opment gods, Dr. Sanjay Kumar
Joshi, Assigtant Professor inthe Department of Agri-Business& Rurd
Management, unfol ded amultifaceted discourse onthepivota roleof
Sdf-Help Groups (SHGs) infostering economic empowerment. While
delvingintothe SwarnaJayanti Gram Swarozgar YojanaScheme, he
underscored the transformativeimpact of Women-Centered SHGs,
aligning with global efforts to recognize women as catalysts for
community devel opment and economic progress.

Dr. Joshi further expanded the canvas by discussing crucial
government initiatives such asthe Deen Daya AntyodayaYojanaand
theNationa Rurd Livelihood Mission. Theseinitiativesunderscore
the commitment to uplift marginaized communities, emphasizing the
integral roleof womenin catalyzing rura economic development. Such
programsnot only empower women entrepreneurs but a so contribute
tothebroader objectiveof poverty reduction andinclusive growth.

Turning attention to the M SM E sector, Dr. Joshi highlighted
the gender disparity prevalent inthisdomain, whereamajority of
enterprisesare primarily run by men. Hisemphasis on technology
upgradation in M SM Esrai ses questions about inclusivity and the
imperativeto create an environment that encourageswomen'sactive
participation intechnol ogy-driven enterprises. Thisobservationdigns



with global discussonson the need for gender-responsive policiesto
bridge such gaps.

In addressing thefinancia dimensionsof MSMES, Dr. Joshi
spotlighted the KVIC (Khadi and Village Industries Commission)
finandd indus on schemes. Thisacknowl edgment resonateswith global
conversationsontheimportanceof financia inclusvity inempowering
entrepreneurs, especialy thoseinrurd areas. By focusing on schemes
that facilitate accessto financial resources, Dr. Joshi underlined the
need for creating an enabling environment for women entrepreneurs
tothrive.

Additiondly, theinclusion of the Grameen Kaushal Yojanain
Dr. Joshi'sdiscourseaddsacrucial dimensiontothediscussion. This
scheme, focused on skill development inrurd areas, complementsthe
broader theme of women'sempowerment by equipping themwith the
necessary skillsfor entrepreneurship. Skill developmentisalinchpin
in enhancing the effectiveness of women entrepreneursand promoting
sustainablegrowth.

Indignment with Dr. Joshi'singghts, itisvita torecognizethe
globa imperativefor inclusveeconomic devel opment. Effortsto bridge
gender gaps in entrepreneurship, financial inclusion, and skill
development alignwith the United Nations Sustainable Devel opment
Gods, particularly Goa 5 (Gender Equality) and God 8 (Decent Work
and Economic Growth).

Inconclusion, Dr. Sanjay Kumar Joshi'scomprehensivelecture
not only unveiled the significance of SHGsbut a so navigated through
key government initiativesandfinanda indusonschemesintheMSME
sector. Hisinsightscollectively contribute to the broader narrative of
fostering women entrepreneurship for sustainable and inclusive
economic development.




Deliberation of M s. Dhaneshwari Sahu
Director of Maa Bamleshwari Janhitkari Samiti

Inthe seminar aimed at fortifying women entrepreneurship for
the attainment of sustainable development goals, Ms. Dhaneshwari
Sahu, the Director of MaaBamleshwari Janhitkari Samiti, shared a
compelling narrative of her initiatives, particularly focusing onthe
transformative power of womenin society. Ms. Sshu delvedintothe
impactful Padyatra undertaken to enhance societal devel opment,
highlighting thepivota roleof women asagentsof change. Theemphasis
on women's empowerment as a catalyst for broader societal
improvements echoed a sentiment deeply ingrained in the global
discourse on sustai nable devel opment.

A significant aspect of Ms. Sahu's presentation was her
dedi cation to SwachtaAbhiyan, underscoring theinterconnectedness
of cleanlinessand societal progress. Thiscommitment alignswith
broader sustainability goals, emphasizing the importance of
environmental and community well-being in any developmental
endeavor.

Ms. Sahu's association with NABARD APO Shareholders
further showcased a collaborative approach to sustainable
devel opment. Collaborationswith financid inditutionslike NABARD
play acrucial rolein providing the necessary support systemsfor
women entrepreneurs, ensuring their financial inclusion and stability.

Her involvement in Vermi Compost Training highlighted the
practical application of sustainableagricultura practices. Thisaigns
with theglobal push towards sustai nabl e agriculture, wherewomen
play avitd roleinimplementing eco-friendly and resource-efficient
farming methods.

Theegablishment of Bamleshwari Krishi Kendra, encompassing
30 such centersand affiliated with IndiraGandhi Krishi Vishvidyaay,
isatestament to the comprehensive approach taken by Ms. Sahu.



Theintegration of academicingtitutionswith practica training centers
reflectsaholistic vision for women'seducation and empowermentin
agriculture.

Additionally, Ms. Sahu's venture into Agarbatti and spices
production contributes not only to economic empowerment but al so
addsvauetoloca economies. Thisdiversfication of productionaigns
with thebroader principle of sustainableand diversified economiesas
ameansto ensureresilience and growth.

Incomplementing Ms. Sahu'singghts, it'sessentia torecognize
theglobal movement towards gender-inclusive entrepreneurship and
sugtainableagriculture. Numerousstudiesunderlinethe positiveimpact
of women'sinvolvement in agriculture on food security, poverty
reduction, and overall sustainable devel opment.

In essence, Ms. Dhaneshwari Sahu'slecture provided avivid
pictureof thetransformative potential of women-ledinitiativesinthe
pursuit of sustainable devel opment goals. Her focuson cleanliness,
collaborationwithfinancid ingtitutions, agriculturd training, and diverse
production venturesresonateswith global effortsto empower women
askey contributorsto asustainable and equitablefuture.




Ddliber ation of M s. K hileshwari Sahu

Head - Krishi KendraDivision at Maa
Bamleshwari Janhitkari Samiti

Inthe seminar dedicated tofortifying women entrepreneurship
for the attainment of sustainable development goas, Ms. Khileshwari
Sahu, Head of Krishi KendraDivisonat MaaBamleshwari Janhitkari
Samiti, presented acompelling discourse on the grassrootsinitiatives
led by her organization. A pivota highlight of her talk wastheinception
of MahilaMandal withameager investment of Rs. 5, underscoring
thetransformative power of small beginningsin fostering women-led
movements. This resonates with the principle that even modest
resourcescan lead to subgtantia impactswhen coupled with dedication
and community engagement.

Ms. Sahu's emphasis on Swachta Abhiyan reflects a
commitment to holistic development. Theintersection of cleanliness
initiatives with women's entrepreneurship aligns with broader
sustainability goals, acknowledging the interconnectedness of
environmental well-being and economic empowerment. Thisaligns
with global effortsto integrate environmental consciousnessinto
devel opment agendas.

Thefocuson norma gram yojanaand the undertaking of Nasha
Mukti Abhiyan demonstrate amultifaceted approach to community
devel opment. Addressing societd i ssuesbeyond economicdimensions,
suchassubstance abuse, dignswith the understanding that sustainable
development encompasses socia and cultural aspects. It highlights
theimportance of women-ledinitiativesnot only in economic spheres
but alsoin addressing societal challenges.

Supplementing Ms. Sahu'sinsights, it'sessential torecognize
theglobal pushfor community-ledinitiativesin achieving sustainable
devel opment. Studiescons stently show that grassroots movements,



particularly those championed by women, play acrucid roleindriving
positivesocia changeand fostering resiliencein communities.

In essence, Ms. Khileshwari Sahu's|ecture painted avivid
picture of thetransformative power of grassrootsinitiativesled by
women. Her focus on cleanliness, community health, and addressing
societal challenges contributes to a broader narrative of women
entrepreneurship not only asan economic forcebut also asacatayst
for comprehensive and sustai nable community devel opment.




Deliberation of Prof. P. IndiraDevi
| CAR Emeritus Professor
KeralaAgricultural University

Inaseminar dedi cated to bolstering women entrepreneurship
for the pursuit of sustainable development goals, Dr. P IndiraDevi, an
ICAR EmeritusProfessor fromKerdlaAgricultura Universty, ddivered
athought-provoking lecture on the challengesand nuancesof women's
participationin agriculture. Prof. Devi delved into the disconcerting
trend of adeclining number of women engaginginagriculture, attributing
this decline to the burdens of household tasks and other major
responsi bilitiesthat women shoulder. Shepainted avivid pictureof a
scenario where the farming undertaken by womenisprimarily for
household consumption rather than catering tothemarket, highlighting
acrucia aspect often overlooked.

Adding layersto the discussion, she brought to the forefront
theintricateissueof invisblelandownershipfactors, shedding light on
the complexitiesthat womenfacein ngandowning agricultura
land. Thediscoursetouched upon thefindingsof the National Family
Health Survey, unvelling astark reality wherewomen's participation
inagricultural activitiesissubstantially lower when weighed against
their respongibilitieswithinthehousehol d.

A distinctive aspect of Prof. IndiraDevi's presentation was her
exploration of the cultural dynamicsat play in Meghalaya. Drawing
attention to theunique societa structureof Meghal aya, characterized
by amatriarchal system, shenoted that approximately 71%1t0 86.9%
of womenintheregion areengaged in someform of work. Thisstark
contrast to national averages underscored theimpact of cultural and
societa structureson women's participation in economic activities,
especidly inthe context of agriculture.



Building upontheseingghts, it becomesevident that effortsto
strengthen women entrepreneurshipin agriculture must encompassnot
only economic considerations but al so address cultural, social, and
structurd factors. Prof. IndiraDevi'sdiscourse provided acritical lens
through which the multifaceted challenges faced by women in
agriculturewere explored, paving theway for amore comprehensive
understanding of the path towards sustainable devel opment goalsin
thissector.




Ddliber ation of Prof. Sunil Nahatkar

Head of Agricultural Economicsand Farm
Management & Honorary Director

Inthe Seminar centered on enhancing women entrepreneurship
for therealization of sustainable development goals, theinaugural
lecture by Prof. Sunil Nahatkar, adistinguished Professor and Head
of Agricultura Economics and Farm Management, provided a
comprehensive explorationinto therealm of agri-entrepreneurship.
Prof. Nahatkar strategically delved into the vital components of agri
entrepreneurship, emphasizing the critical factorsof production that
formthebedrock of sustainableagricultural practices.

Thelectureextended itspurview to the contemporary landscape
of technology, as Prof. Nahatkar shed light on various mobile app
servicesdesigned to empower farmers. Hisdiscourse, rooted inthe
fusion of technology and agriculture, underscored thetransformative
roleof digital solutionsin enhancing efficiency, market access, and
overd| sustainability withintheagricultura sector.

A noteworthy aspect of Prof. Nahatkar's presentation wasthe
classification and function of entrepreneurswithin the agricultural
domain. By delineating the diverse roles entrepreneurs play, he
emphasi zed the need for amultifaceted approach to women agri-
entrepreneurship. This resonates with the broader narrative of
recognizing and nurturing diverseskill setsand rolesthat women can
undertakeintheagricultura valuechain.

The discourse seamlessly transitioned to the strategic
consderation of fundraisingin agri entrepreneurship. Prof. Nahatkar
illuminated theimportance of raising fundsand d ucidated thearray of
opportunitiesavailablefor women agri-entrepreneurs. Indoing so, he
not only highlighted thefinancial aspect but aso underscored theneed
for comprehensive support systemsthat go beyond mere monetary
backing.



Central to Prof. Nahatkar's lecture was the exploration of
incubation servicesasapivotal tool for the development of women
agri-entrepreneurs. Delving into thewaysand principlesof incubation,
he outlined aroadmap for nurturing and fostering entrepreneurial
venturesin agriculture. Theobjective of promoting rural agriculture-
basedincome emerged asacornerstone, digning withtheoverarching
god of sustainable devel opment.

Supplementing Prof. Nahatkar'sinsights, it is pertinent to
acknowledgetheglobd trendsemphasizing theroleof technology in
modern agriculture. Theintegration of mobilegpps, precisonfarming,
and data-driven decision-making has proven to beinstrumental in
enhancing productivity and sustainability.

In essence, Prof. Sunil Nahatkar's lecture provided arich
tapestry of ingghtsinto themultifaceted world of agri entrepreneurship
for women. Hisdiscourse, seamlesdy weaving together technol ogy,
financial considerations, and incubation principles, laid a strong
foundation for subsequent discussionsin the seminar. Theemphasis
onempoweringwomeninrura agricultureaignswith global efforts
towardsachieving sustanabledevel opment goa sby foseringinclusive
andresilient economic systems.




Deliber ation of Professor S.S. Kalamkar
Director and Professor at the Agro-Economic
Research Centre, Sardar Patel University

Inthe seminar dedi cated to bol stering women entrepreneurship
for therealization of sustainable development goals, Professor S.S.
Kaamkar, Director and Professor at the Agro-Economic Research
Centre, Sardar Patel University, Gujarat, ddivered aninsightful lecture,
Professor Kalamkar centered his discussion on the SEWA (Self
Employed WomenAssociation), il luminating the organi zation'sefforts
in the context of the Global Gender Gap Index 2023. Thisfocus
underscoresthecritical need to address gender disparitiesand the
rolethat women-led initiativescan play in bridging thesegaps. It digns
with the global discourse on gender equality as a cornerstone of
sustainable devel opment.

Animportant facet of Professor Kalamkar'sdiscoursewasthe
emphasis on the significance of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Hedrew attention to the glaring issue of gender-based wage
gaps, highlighting theeconomic challengesthat women entrepreneurs
face. Thisresonateswith global effortsto recognizeand rectify gender-
based economi ¢ disparities, acknowledging that women'seconomic
empowerment isintegral to achieving sustainable devel opment.

Professor Kalamkar pivoted to arural perspective, shedding
light onthe substantial shareof rural Indiaintheagriculturesector. His
discourse touched upon the pivotal Green, White, and Yellow
revolutions, emphasizing thetransformativeimpact of thesemovements
on agricultura practices. Thiscontextiscrucial inunderstanding the
higtorica evolutionof agricultureinndiaand how women'sparticipation
canfurther shapeitstraectory.

Furthermore, Professor Kalamkar delved into the Prime

Miniger'sinitiativeof AtmaNirbhar Bharat, underlining theimportance
of sdlf-reliancefor women entrepreneurs. Thisalignswith globa calls



for fogtering entrepreneurship asameansof building resilient economies,
particularly inthewake of globa chalenges.

The mention of India being the fourth-largest producer of
agrochemica sand having thelargest livestock population highlights
thenation'ssignificant rolein thegloba agricultural landscape. This
information not only emphasi zes | ndia's economic potentia but also
underscoresthe vast opportunitiesfor women entrepreneursin the
agriculture sector.

Professor Kalamkar'scdl for recognizing adedi cated Women
Farmer Day adds a layer of advocacy for acknowledging and
celebrating the indispensablerolethat women play in agriculture. It
aignswiththebroader recognition that women, asprimary contributors
to agricultural activities, deserve acknowledgment and support.

In conclusion, Professor S.S. Kalamkar'slecture provided a
comprehensiveoverview of thechallengesand opportunitiesinwomen
entrepreneurshipwithintheagricultura context. Hisemphasison gender
equality, thesignificance of SDGs, and the pivotal roleof womenin
agriculturedignswith global effortsto buildinclusveand sustainable




Day 2 (07th October, 2023)

Thedeliberations on the second day started sharp at 10AM
and thefollowing women entrepreneurs and eminent speakersfrom
reputed organi zations presented their viewson thistopic.

Deliberation of Dr. Raka Saxena
Head of the Division of Technology and
SustainableAgriculture, ICAR

Intheseminar focused on srengthening women entrepreneurship
for theattainment of sustainable development goal's, Dr. Raka Saxena,
Head of the Division of Technology and Sustainable Agricultureat
ICAR, delivered aninsghtful lectureaddressing thecritical theme of
gender mainstreaming in Indian agriculture. Dr. Saxenashed light on
themultifaceted dimensions of women's participation in agriculture,
emphasi zing theimportance of integrating gender considerationsinto
agricultural policiesand practices. Her discourse extended beyond
mererepresentation, delvinginto the barriersand driving forcesthat
shapethelandscape of women'sentrepreneurshipinthissector.

Reflecting on the trgjectory of women's participation in
agriculture, Dr. Saxena provided a historical perspective that
underscored the evolving role of womeninthiscrucial sector. This
historical context isessentia for understanding thedynamicsat play
and the progress madein integrating women into various facets of
agriculturd activities. It aso servesasafoundation for recognizingthe
existing gapsand potentia areasfor improvement.

Dr. Saxenadelved into the major challengesfaced by women
inagricultureand thefactorsthat influencetheir entrepreneurship. By
addressing these challenges, she contributed to acomprehensive



understanding of the complex interplay between socio-cultural,
economic, and institutional factorsthat shape the entrepreneurial
landscapefor womenin agriculture. Recognizing and dissecting these
chdlengesisfundamentd for formulating targeted Srategiesthat address
theroot causes hindering women'sfull participation in agricultural
entrepreneurship.

To complement Dr. Saxenasingghts, itiscrucial torecognize
that gender mainstreaming in agriculture goesbeyond merenumerical
representation. It involves creating an enabling environment that
addressesinequalities, fostersequal opportunities, and acknowledges
thediverserolesthat women play inagricultural valuechains. Studies
conggtently highlight that empoweringwomeninagricultureisnot only
amatter of socia justicebut isaso crucia for enhancing agricultura
productivity and ensuring food security.

In conclusion, Dr. Raka Saxenas|ecture provided anuanced
exploration of gender mainstreamingin Indian agriculture, unraveling
thebarriers drivingforces, and chalengesthat definetheentrepreneuria
journey for womeninthisvital sector. Her insights contributeto the
ongoing discourse on sustai nable devel opment by emphasizing the
pivotal role of women in shaping thefuture of agricultureand rural
€CoNomies.




Ddliberation of Mr.P.C.Mishra
Retired Indian Forest Service Officer
Chhattisgarh State

In the seminar on fortifying women entrepreneurship for
sustainabledevelopment goals, Mr. P. C. Mighra, aretired | FS (Forest
Service), brought forth a comprehensive discourse intertwining
watershed management, poverty dleviation, and theintricatedynamics
of digital and economic disparities. Hedelvedinto thepressingissue
of thedigital divide, shedding light on how disparitiesin accessto
technology can exacerbateexisting economicinequaities Theemphasis
onthedigital divideaignswiththegloba recognition of technology as
both an enabler and apotential source of disparitiesinthe quest for
sustainable development.

AsMr. Mishranavigated through the landscape of poverty
disparities, hedrew attention to the concept of '‘bhoomi heen, aterm
encapsulating thoselacking adequate land resourcesfor agriculture.
Specifically, he highlighted that around 20% of farmersengagedin
agriculture-based crop production fall under this category. This
revel ation underscoresthe challengesfaced by asubstantial segment
of the farming community, emphasizing the need for targeted
interventionsto uplift marginalized agricultura practices.

A critical facet of Mr. Mishrasdiscussion wasthedeclinein
tubewell irrigation, aconcerning trend with far-reachingimplications
for agriculture. Ashe pointed out the decreasing prevaence of tubewell
irrigation, it raisesalarmsabout the sustainability of water resources
for farming. Thisobservation alignswith global concernsregarding
water scarcity and the pivotal role of sustainablewater management
inachieving agricultural reslience.

In complementing Mr. Mishra'sinsights, it'simperative to
recognize that the digital divide and disparitiesin land and water



resourcesareinterconnected challenges. Bridging these gapsisnot
only essentid for economicempowerment but isalso pivota for ensuring
inclusive accessto the benefits of technol ogical advancementsand
sustainableagriculturd practices.

In essence, Mr. P. C. Mishra'slecture presented a nuanced
analysis of the multifaceted challenges encompassing watershed
management, poverty disparities, and the evolving landscape of
technol ogy and agriculture. Hisins ghtsunderscored theinterconnected
nature of these challengesand highlighted theimportance of holistic
and inclusive strategiesin achieving sustai nable devel opment goals.
Thisapproach dignswith thegloba vision of leaving noonebehindin
the pursuit of equitableand resilient societies.




Deliberation of Mr. Pradeep Verma
Chhattisgarh State Project Manager
J.K. Trust, Mumbai

In the seminar dedicated to strengthening women's
entrepreneurship for theachievement of sustainabledeve opment godls,
Mr. Pradeep Verma, the Chhattisgarh State Project Manager from
JK. Trust, Mumbal, ddivered acomprehensiveandinsightful lecture.
Hisdiscussion revolved around women entrepreneurship, exploring
itsvariousdimens onsand shedding light on several schemesdesigned
tofoster and support women-led initiatives. Mr. Vermadelved into
the challenging factorsthat women entrepreneursoften facein their
journey, providing anuanced understanding of theobstaclesand hurdles
withintheentrepreneurial landscape.

Onenotable aspect of Mr. Vermasdiscoursewastheinclusion
of schemessuch asNavaAnjor, emphasizing theimportance of targeted
initiativesin catayzing women'seconomic participation. Thediscussion
extendedtofinancia inclusion strategies, recognizing the pivotal role
that access to financial resources plays in empowering women
entrepreneurs. Additionally, Mr. Vermatouched upon the significance
of MNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act), showcasing the interconnectedness of various
government programsin shgping aconduciveenvironment for women's
entrepreneurship.

Beyond the specificsof schemes, Mr. Vermastalk highlighted
the need for a holistic approach towards women's economic
empowerment. Themultifaceted dimensionsheexplored underscored
theinterconnected nature of socid, economic, and governmenta factors
that influence the success of women entrepreneurs. His insights
contributeto abroader understanding of the ecosystem required for
sustai ned and meaningful women's participation in entrepreneurship.



Moreover, Mr. Vermasemphasisonfinancia inclusonaligns
withthegloba discourseonthecrucid roleof economicempowerment
inachieving sustainable devel opment goals. Providing women with
the necessary financial toolsnot only contributesto their individual
prosperity but a so hasarippleeffect, positively impacting families
and communities.

Mr. Pradeep Vermaslecture offered acomprehensiveoverview
of women entrepreneurship, interweaving discussions on schemes,
chdlenges, and theintricateweb of factorsthat contributeto the success
of women-led initiatives. Hisinsights contribute to amore nuanced
understanding of thelandscape of women'sentrepreneurship and its
significancein thebroader context of sustainabledevelopment goas.




Deliberation by Mrs. NirmalaBhaskar
Bastar Agro Producer Company Ltd.
Ghotulmunda, Kanker

Inthe Seminar dedicated tofortifyingwomen'sentrepreneurship
for the attainment of sustainable development goals, Mrs. Nirmala
Bhaskar, representing Bastar Agro Producer Company Ltd. in
Ghotulmunda, Kanker, delivered an exceptionally insightful and
comprehensvelecture. Her discourse gravitated towardscommunity-
based farming, intricately expl oring thecomplexitiesof productionand
supply chain management, with aparticular focuson showcasingthe
diverse varieties of "desi dhaan" (indigenous rice) cultivated in
Chhattisgarh. Mrs. Bhaskar ardently underscored the pivota roleof a
resilient production and supply chain, accentuating its profound
sgnificanceinempoweringloca communitiesandfostering sustainable
agricultura practices.

An integral facet of her discourse delved into the critical
importance of market exposureand the strategic utilization of forestry
produce. By seamlesdy integrating forest resourcesintotheagricultura
value chain, Mrs. Bhaskar brought to the forefront the immense
potential for creating sustainable livelihoods while concurrently
contributing to environmental conservation. Thisstrategic approach
not only dignsseamlesdy with thefundamenta principlesof sugtainable
devel opment but al so tapsinto therich tapestry of resourcesavailable
indiverseecosystems.

Mrs. Bhaskar further shared profound insights into her
entrepreneuria journey with theestablishment of Bastar Agro Producer
Company Ltd. Elaborating on the various facets of the venture's
genesis, she highlighted theinstrumental role played by NABARD,
emphasizing the pivotal function of financia ingtitutionsin nurturing
and propelling women-led enterprisesforward. Thiscollaborative



effort, beyond merely facilitating economic empowerment, standsas
aresounding testament to the catal yticimpact that Strategic partnerships
canwiddin advancing sustainable development goals.

Upon deeper reflection, itisparamount to recognizethe broader
ramificationsof community-based farming modd s. Beyond enhancing
agricultura productivity, such approachesplay acrucid roleinfogtering
community resilienceand socia cohesion. Theintegration of forestry
producenot only diversfiesincomestreamsbut dso dignsseamlesdy
withthegloba imperative of sustainableresource management, thereby
setting an exemplary paradigm for harmonious coexistence with the
environment.

Mrs. NirmalaBhaskar'slecture offered aradiant exploration
of thenuanced dynamicswithin community-based farming, sustaingble
supply chain management, and the symbiotic interplay between
agricultureand forestry. Her entrepreneurial journey emerged asa
guiding light, highlighting thetransformative possibilitiesinherentin
strategic collaborations and financia support to propel women-led
enterprisestowardsthe achievement of sustainabledevelopment gods.




Deliberation of Ms. AnjanaEkka
Scientist
|CAR Central Inland Fisheries Research
Institute, Barrackpur

Inthe Seminar dedi cated to fortifying women'sentrepreneurship
for theattainment of sustainable development gods, Ms. AnjanaEkka,
aScientist fromthe CAR Central Inland FisheriesResearch Indtitute
inBarrackpur, delivered aningghtful lecturethat intricately addressed
theintersectionality of women'sequality, entrepreneurship, and the
broader framework of Sustainable Devel opment Goas(SDGs). Her
discussion, centered around SDGs1, 2, 5, 8, 12, and 13, underscored
theinterlinked nature of poverty eradication, gender equality, decent
work, respons ble consumption, and climate action.

Ms. Ekkade vedinto the deeply ingrained socid and cultural
normsinfluencing therolesof women, examining their psychologicdl,
educationa, economicd, socid, and palitical dimensonsinthe context
of entrepreneurship. This holistic examination shed light on the
multifaceted challengeswomen encounter in navigating traditional
barriersto participate and thrivein entrepreneurial pursuits.

Highlighting the ornamental fishery sector, Ms. Ekka
emphaszedthepivota rolewomenplay inthemarketingindustry within
thisdomain. Thisrecognition alignswith the broader narrative of
acknowledging women as essential contributors across diverse
economic sectors, evenintraditionally male-dominated industries.

The discourse extended to encompassthe critical aspect of
nutritional security within entrepreneurship. Ms. Ekka'sexpl oration of
cage culturetechnol ogy and inland water waste management resonates
with global efforts promoting sustainable practicesinfisheries. As
women actively engagein variousaspectsof fisheriesand aquaculture,
integrating their perspectivesinto sustainabl e practi cesbecomescrucia



for ensuring long-term food security.

Furthermore, theidentification of target beneficiariesinthe
context of cage culturetechnology andinland water waste management
addsapragmetic dimensgonto thediscussion. Targeting Specific groups,
particularly women, ensuresthat the benefits of entrepreneurship are
equitably distributed, contributing to the broader goal of poverty
adleviation andinclusveeconomic growth.

Inreinforcing Ms. Ekkasinsights, it isimperativeto recognize
theglobal endeavorstointegrate gender perspectivesinto sustainable
devel opment. Studiescong stently emphasizethat empowering women
across sectors, including fisheries and aquaculture, not only drives
economic growth but also enhances social and environmental
sudainability.

In essence, Ms. Anjana Ekka's lecture provided a nuanced
exploration of theintricate connections between women'sequality,
entrepreneurship, and sustainable devel opment. Her ingghtsaignwith
globa initiativesto cresteamoreinclusive, resilient, and sustainable
future by acknowledging and leveraging the potential of womenin
variouseconomic spheres.




Deliberation of M s. Nagina Netam

Mahanadi Kisan Utpadak Company Ltd in Charama,
Kanker

Intheseminar dedicated to fortifying women'sentrepreneurship
for theattainment of sustainabledevel opment godl's, Ms. NaginaNetam,
representing Mahanadi Kisan Utpadak Company Ltd in Charama,
Kanker, delivered acompelling and ingghtful lecture. Focusing onher
specialization in "setaphal" production, Ms. Netam shared a
comprehensive narrative of her entrepreneuria journey. Thisventure
took shapewiththecrucia support of NABARD andtheAgricultural
AtmaPariyojna, showcasing the collaborative effortsthat play an
instrumenta rolein fosteringwomen-led enterprises.

Ms. Netam delved into theintricaciesof her startup, providing
adetailed exploration of thevariousdimensionsinvolvedin " setaphd "
production. The discussion encompassed the powder production
processand pul p processing of "setgphal,” unraveling themultifaceted
aspectsinherent in her agricultural venture. Beyond thetechnical
intricacies, her discourse extended to shed light on the broader
sgnificancedf initiativeslikethe AtmaPariyojnain empowering women
intheagricultural sector.

Thelectureunderscored thepivotd rolethat financid inditutions,
particularly NABARD, play innurturingwomen entrepreneurship. The
collaborativeendeavorshighlightedin projectsliketheAtmaPariyojna
emphasi zed the collective commitment required to €l evatewomen's
rolesin agriculture. Ms. Netam's experience served as atangible
example of how strategic partnershipsand focused initiatives can
transform aspirationsinto impactful redities.

Furthermore, Ms. Netam's emphasis on women
entrepreneurship within the broader context of agricultural ventures
resonateswith thediverse contributionswomen can maketo sustaingble



devel opment. By harnessing the potentia of indigenousproducelike
"setaphal,” her initiative aligns seamlessly with the principles of
promoting local resourcesand fostering sustainablepractices. This, in
turn, contributes not only to economic empowerment but also to
broader goal s such asenvironmental conservation and community
development.

In thisexpansive exploration, Ms. Nagina Netam's | ecture
provided avivid and comprehensive narrative of her journey into
"setaphal" production, interweaving technical intricaciesinto the
broader theme of women entrepreneurship. Her startup, buoyed by
collaborative support frominstitutionslike NABARD, standsasa
testament to thetransformativeimpact that strategic partnershipsand
focusedinitiativescan havein advancing sugtainabledeve opment gods,
particularly through thelens of women's economic empowermentin
agriculture.




Deliberation of Ms. NamitaMishra
State Head
Foundation for Ecological Security

In the seminar dedicated to strengthening women's
entrepreneurship for therealization of sustainabledevelopment godls,
Ms. NamitaMishra, the State Head of the Foundation for Ecological
Security, delivered acompelling lecturethat intricately interwove
women's empowerment, environmental sustainability, and the
overarching framework of Sustainable Devel opment Goals(SDGs).
Her discourse unfol ded within the context of forest conservation and
livelihoods, underscoring theinherent connection between sustainable
environmental practicesand the empowerment of women.

Ms. Mishrasdiscuss on venturedinto the pragmatic dimensions
of thisinterconnection, citingingancessuch asthecultivation of popular
traditional cropslike Kodo and Ragi and the adoption of sustainable
practices such asvegetable seeding. Theseinitiatives, deeply rooted
inecological principles, not only contributeto preserving biodiversity
but a S0 act as sources of economic empowerment for women actively
involved in agriculture. The promotion of traditional cropsaligns
harmonioudy with sustainablefarming practices, enhancingresilience
withinagricultura systems.

Furthermore, Ms. Mishraemphasi zed the significance of seed
banks, presenting acomprehensve gpproach to conserving biodiversity
and promoting sustainable agriculture. Seed banks function as
repositoriesfor safeguarding traditional crop varietiesand stand as
essential resourcesfor empowering women farmers. By preserving
and proliferatingindigenousseads, women play avitd roleinmaintaining
agriculturd diversity and bol stering food security.

Integrated farming emerged as another pivotal aspect of Ms.
Mishra'sdiscourse. Thisapproach highlightsthe synergy between



variousagricultura activities, advocating for sustainable practicesthat
boogt productivity whileminimizing environmenta impact. Theseamless
integration of livestock, crop cultivation, and agroforestry not only
sustainsecol ogical equilibrium but a so presentsdiverse opportunities
for women to engagein entrepreneurship acrossmultiple sectors.

Ms. Mishra's discussion also delved into the challenges
associ ated with monocropping, emphasi zing the need to move away
from anexclusivefocusonasinglecropfor heightened sustainahility.
IMonocropping posesenvironmentd risksand congtrainsthe economic
opportunitiesavailabletowomenin agriculture. Diversification, onthe
other hand, empowerswomento explorearange of agricultural and
entrepreneurial avenues, contributing to both economic growth and
environmental sugtainability.

Reiterating Ms. Mishras insights underscores the global
emphasisonthepivotd roleof womenin sustainableagriculture. Studies
congistently affirm that empowering women in agriculture not only
advances gender equality but also stands as a central strategy for
attaining broader sustainability objectives.

In conclusion, Ms. Namita Mishra's lecture offered a
comprehensive perspective on women's empowerment within the
context of environmental sustainability. Her insghtsunderscorethe
potential of integrating traditiona farming practices, preserving seeds,
and embracing diversified agricultural approaches to not only
economically empower women but &l so substantially contributetothe
achievement of sustainable devel opment gods.




Déeliberation by Ms. SrishtishreeM ani
Department of Food and Nutrition
Banasthai Vidyapith

Inthe seminar aimed at fortifying women'sentrepreneurship
for sustainabledevelopment goals, Ms. Srishtishree Mani, representing
Banasthali Vidyapith's Department of Food and Nutrition, delivereda
captivating lecture. Sheintricately wovetogether thethemesof women
entrepreneurship, sustainabledeve opment gods, and thevibrant relim
of beveragesand activefunctiond foods. Her discourseventuredinto
thetransformativerealm of valueaddition and scientificinterventions,
showcasing the potential to elevate commonplace foodsinto high-
value products.

Ms. Mani emphasized thepivota roleof womeninthiscontext,
illustrating how their activeinvolvement can forge new pathsfor rural
entrepreneurship. The emphasison beveragesand activefunctional
foodsaignsseamlesdy withtheglobal shift towardshedth-conscious
consumption patterns. By empowering womeninthissector, theimpact
extends beyond economic growth, addressing health and nutritional
concernsin asustainablemanner.

Thediscussondelvedintotheeffectiveuutilization of agricultura
wadte, portrayingit not asamere byproduct but asava uableresource.
Thisapproach alignswith the principles of sustainable devel opment,
fostering innovation and eco-friendly practicesinthe entrepreneurial
landscape. Utilizing agri-wastesfor the creeation of marketable products
not only aidsinwaste reduction but aso promotesacircular economy.

Ms. Mani a so stressed theimportance of value addition and
scientificinterventionsin transforming basic foodsinto productswith
enhanced market value. This strategic approach holds significant
potential for impacting rural economies, equipping women withthe
toolsand knowledgeto augment thevaueof their agricultura produce.



Complementing Ms. Mani'singghtsisthegloba imperativeto
integrate sustainabl e practicesinto thefood industry. From reducing
food waste to crafting nutritious products, aligning women's
entrepreneurshipinthefood sector with sustainable devel opment goal's
offersamultifaceted strategy with far-reaching positive consegquences.

Inconcluson, Ms. SrightishreeMani'slectureoffered aforward-
thinking perspective on women entrepreneurship, blending e ements
of sustainahility, nutritional value, and economic empowerment. Her
ingghtsilluminated the potentia of leveraging scientificinterventions
and valueadditioninthefood industry, creating new avenuesfor rura
women entrepreneursthat contribute not only to economic growth
but also to the broader objectivesof sustainable development.

b. Emerging Issues from the keynote address

>  Limited accessto education

» Chalengesin scaling initiatives like ‘Mor Bazaar, Sabko
Rozgaar.'

»  Limited economic opportunitiesfor womeninrura aress.
»  Gender-based disparitiesin entrepreneurship.

»  Lackof understanding of the Grameen Kaushd Yojanafocused
onskill developmentinrura aress.

» Lackof digitd literacy amongwomeninrura area.
»  Digparitiesinland, water, and technol ogy resources

» Lack of awareness regarding the role of seed banks in
preserving traditiona crop varietiesand empowering women
farmers.

»  Vighility of women'sentrepreneurshipinthefood and beverage
Sector.



Major Findings

Sdf-Hep Groups (SHGS) play animportant roleinempowering
women for economic devel opment.

Government initiativeslike Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarozgar
Yojanaandfinancid inclusion schemesarecrucia for women's
€coNomic empowerment.

ill devel opment, exemplified by the Grameen Kaushd Yojana,
isessentia for women entrepreneurs.

Collaborative approacheswith financid ingtitutionsshould be
encouraged.

Sustainable agriculture and eco-friendly farming practicesto
be promoted.

Women-led grassroatsinitiativesarecrucia for driving postive
socid changeand community resilience.

Women's involvement in agriculture is decreasing due to
household respongibilities.

SEWA playsanimportant rolein addressing gender disparities
and promoting gender equdlity.

Emphasi sshould be given on gender mainstreamingin Indian

agriculture, highlighting the need for integrating gender
considerationsinto agricultural policiesand practices.

Highlighted thedigital divide'srolein exacerbating economic
disparitiesand theimportance of inclusivetechnol ogy access.







Valedictory Ceremony

The two day National Seminar was concluded by the
valedictory ceremony that was graced by Dr. Sandeep Gandhi,
Regigtrar of KalingaUniversity, Deansof variousFaculty, Professors
and Delegates. Dr. Ajay Shuklapresented abrief report of the Seminar
that wasfollowed by the address of Dr. Sandeep Gandhi, Registrar,
KaingaUniversity. Dr. Shilpi Bhattacharya, Convener and Dean of
Faculty of Artsand Humanitiesextended vote of thanksand the seminar
wasfinally concluded by National and State Anthem.
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