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ABSTRACT

Malda Digtrictisadistrict of the Indian state
of West Bengal. The curent Malda district was
earlier known as Gauda Janapada. Places like
Gauda, Pandua, Lakhnouti, Eklakhi etc. in the
present Malda district were the vwvcapital of
Bengal during the sameperiod of Mughal rulefrom
the time of the Pala Kings. But when the capital
of Bengal was moved from Gauda in 1595 AD,
the fame of Gauda began to decline. However,
before the fall of Gauda Township (Janapad), the
name of the region gradually came to be known
as Malda from the Sultanate period. Inscriptions
found in Malda district and descriptions of native
andforeigntouristsidentify Malda district. In 1666,
foreign tourists Alexander Hamilton counted
Malda as a large town. | have tried to point out
the origin of Gauda Janapada astheoriginal form
of Malda district and the spread of fame of this
Janapada in Bengal and beyond Bengal, and above
all, a through account of how the present Malda
district wasformed. The study isbased on historic
research. Qualitativeresearch isused inthisstudy.
Compl ete the study used the descriptive method.
Primary and Secondary sources are used for data
collection.

KEY WORDS
Gauda, Janapad, Capital. Independence,
Malda.

INTRODUCTION

Malda district was formerly part of Gauda
Janapada. Thejourney of political rise of what we
mean by undivided Bengal started from this Gauda
Janapada. If welook at themap of undivided Bengd,
we can seethat this Gauda Janapadaislocated inthe
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middleof thewestern border of Bengd®. India’s main river Ganga enters this town of Gauda Janapada, flows
through various partsof Benga andfinally fallsinto the Bay of Bengd . Located midway along thewestern
Frontier, thetown of Gauda Janapada served asthe gateway to Bengal for trade and commercewith therest
of India. After all, if any externa power wanted to attack Bengal, it would have been possibleto easily stop
that externa power Gauda Janapada. Hence, since ancient times, thistown of Gauda Janapath played arole
asfertilefiddfor theriseof theroya power of Bengal. The prosperouscity of GaudaJanapadamaintained its
glory for along time. Even as Gauda established itself asthe capital of Bengal for many centuries, it also
played an important rolein the political upsand downsof theentire North India

Panini’s Ashtadhyai mentions the name of a region called Gaurpur in Eastern part?. Arthashastrathe
book of Kantilyarefersthe name of Gaudaa ongwith Vangaand Pundra®. Thesix Jangpadas Gauda, Pandrak,
Tamralipta, Bardhawan, Vangaand Samatataare mentioned in thebook of Brihatsamhitaof Varahamihirt.* It
can said that, Pandrak, Tamralipta, Bardhawan, Vangaand Samatataarel ocated in Eastern part of Indiaand
Gaudaismentioned together with those, Gaudawas|ocated in Eastern India. The Harahalnscription of
|sanavarman has been said that the peopl e of Gaudaleft the realm and settled on the beach.® The Inscription
proves that some coastal area were included in Gauda. Alexander Cunningham mentioned his book “The
Ancient Geography of India’ that, “Hiuen Tsang places the capital of kie-lo-na-su-fa-la-na-, or Karanasuvarna,
at 7001i, Or 117 miles, to the North -West of Tamralipti, and the samedistanceto the North-East of Odraor
Orissa”.® Hiuen Tsang spoketo theking Sasanka of Karnasuvarna. On the other hand, contemporary book
Harsa-Caritamentioned the sameruler iscalled asthelord of Gaurda.’” Therefore, Sasankawasthelord of
Gaudaduringthevisit of Hiuen Tsang and hiscapita wasKaranasuvarna.

Jaggery isoneof themany products mentioned in Gauda Janapada. At onetimealargequantity of fine
sugarcane was cultivated here and alarge quantity of molasses produced from it was a so exported abroad.
Probably the name Gaudaoriginatesfrom thismol asses province. Gaudawas formed with Murshidabad and
part of Madaof West Bengal. Pundrak or Pundravardhanawasthe North-Eastern part of themodern Mada
district. Barendrabhumi or Barendri is a biggest part of ancient Pundravardhana. Today’s Pandua is a modified
version of the ancient Pundravardhana. G. E. Lambourn said, “The district of Malda contains with in limits the
sitesof Panduaand Gauda, thetwo townsat are almost equidistant North and South from Englishbazar and
on opposite sides of the Mahananda, Gauda being on the Western and Pandua on the Eastern”.8 Presently the
townsof Gaudaand Panduaare situated about 15 km South and North respectively of the two Engrezbazar
towns.

Kautilya’s reference to Arthashastra to Gauda makes it clear that Gauda belonged to the Mauryan
Empire. MauryaEmperor Chandragupta M auryawasinitiated into Jainism under theinfluence of JainaGuru
Bhadrabahu, Gauda’s son.® Under theinfluence of Bhadrabahu, Jainism prevailed over Brahmanisminthe
GaudaTownship. Towardsthe end of the Guptaperiod therewasamoral declinein Buddhism. Duringthis
time, Gauda’s son Bodhi Dharma went to China and Japan to improve the moral standards of Buddhism.
Who iswaorshi ped throughout the East asthe 28th success or of Buddha.® Asthe Gupta Empire weakened
inthe sixth century, Shashankaunited theisolated territories and established an independent kingdom at
Gaudain 606 AD. Historian Ramesh Chandra Majumdar said that, “Shoshanna was the first sovereign Narapati
(king) among the Bengali Kings”** Shashanka’s capital was Karnasuvarna which is now in Murshidabad
district. Shashanka’s territory extended South-West to Kongod in Ganjam district of Odisha and Varanasi in
Northern India. After Shashanka’s death, the next 100 years saw an era of anarchy in Bengal. Just as the big
fishinthe pond shallowsthe small fish, the strong oppress and oppressthe weak in the society Ramesh
Chandra Majumdar identified this chaotic situation as the ‘age of fish Justice’.22

In order to get rid of this chaotic situation, ‘Prakrutipunja of Bengal’ elected Gopal Devas the king and
put him on the throne. The Khalimpur Inscription states that, “Gopala was made to take the land of fortune by
the people in order to put an end to Matsyanyaya (the practice of gishers, i.e anarchy)”.** Therefore Gopal
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wasthe founder of the Paladynasty. Gopal a probably ascended the throne between 740 and 750AD. The
Paladynasty ruled Bengal for about 400 years. Dharmapala, Devpala, Mahipaa |, Rampala, werenotable
kingsof the Pdladynasty. The PdlaEmpirebecame oneof thema ore politica powersof Aryavarta. Noticing
the influence of Pala king Dharmapala in Northern India, the Gujrati poet Soddhal mentions him a ‘Uttarapatha
Swami’ In his book Uday Sundary Katha.** Ramesh Chandra Majumdar said that, “Dharmapala in the dawn
of Bengali life”. > After Dharmapaain thereign of his son Devapaa(810-850) theglory of the PalaEmpire
reached itshighest point. His Empirestretched from the Himalayasin the North to the Bindu Mountainsin the
South. Badal Inscription is mentioned “DEVAPALAthe Lord of ‘the earth’ bounders by the father of REVA
(Vindhya), ‘the father of GAURI (Himalaya) and the oceans in the West and East”.** Rampala(1082-1124)
wasthelast notableking of the Paladynasty. Education, culture, literature, scul ptureand painting and economic
affairsflourished during the Palaperiod. Inthelast quarter of the 10th century, during thereign of Mahipda
I, the unique form of the Bengali alphabet is evident”.%

After the Pdladynasty, Senarule beganin Benga . The Senascamefrom Deccan and first appointed as
ahighranking officiasof the Palakingsand later took the power dueto theweakness of thePdakings.’® The
SenaDynasty wasruled by Samanta Sen, Hemanta Sen, Vijoy Sena, Balld Senaand LakshmanaSena, Bijoy
Senawasthefirst independent king of the Senadynasty.’® Thecapita of the Senakingswas Lakshmanavati
and thetemporary capitd was Navadwip.? Ikhtyar ud-Din Mahammad Bin Bakhtiyar Khalji, the Commander
of Sultan QutubuddinAibak of Delhi defeated the Senadynasty king Lakshman Senaof Bengal in 1204AD
(1206) and established Mudimrulein Bengd.

Bakhtiyar Khdji established hiscapitd at Lakshnavati (Lakhnauti). Lakhnauiti iscurrently located near
Englishbazar townin Maldadistrict. After the conquest of Bakhtiyar Khalji, variousMudim Rulersruledin
Lakhnauti until 13th century AD. But duringtheir reign themgjority of the kingdom did not expand much.
Later, Sultanate Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah and Sikandar Shah of the Ilyas Shahi Dynasty ruled Bengal
independently. During their timethe capital of Gaudawas at Firujabad or present day Pandua. According to
Firishta, “The Riyaz represents Ganesha as having attacked and killed Shihab ud- Din and seized the throne”. 2
Raja Ganesha ruled Bengal till 1418 AD. He ruled Bengal till 1418 AD. He played the role of * king maker’
of Benga for sometime. After the death of king Ganesha, hisson Jadu converted to ISslam and ruled Benga
under thename Jaal ud- Dinfrom 1418 to 1433 AD. He shifted hiscapita from Panduato Gauda. Jald ud-
Din succeeded by his son shams-ud- Din Ahmad Shah and ruled till 1436 AD. Ganesh’s reign ended with
deeth of Shamsud- Din.

Thellyas Shahi Dynasty reigned again for sometimein Gaudaafter the Ganeshadynasty. The most
famousking of this period was Rukun ud - Din Barbak Shah (1460-76) AD. Hewasasecular Sultan. He
conferred the title of ‘Gunraj Khan’ on Maladhar Basu, the author of * Sri Krishna Vijay Kavya’. During his
reign Krittivas Ojhawrote Ramayanain Benga . From the overdl point of view, Rukun ud- Din Barbak Shah
deservesexcellenceamong the Sultans of Bengd .%

After the Ilyas Shahi Dynasty Gaudawas ruled by the Hafsi dynasty for sometime. Alaud- Din
Hossain Shah ascended the throne sometime between November 1493 AD and July 1494 AD, resorting to
variousformsof diplomatic diplomacy and low cunning.? With this, therule of Hossain Shahi Dynasty began
in Gauda. 1519 AD after Hussain Shah’s death, his son Nusrat Shah ascended the throne in Gauda. Along
with Nusrat was defeated by the Mughal Emperor Babar in the Battle of ‘Gharghari’ In 1529 AD.%

After Nusrat Shah, Pathan power devel oped rapidly in Eastern Indiaunder the leadership of Sardar
Sher Shah, leader of the Sur Dynasty. Bihar was the center of Pathan power. Sher Shah’s son Jalal Khan
1538 AD besieged Lakhnauti and ousted Mahmud, the ruler of Gauda and Gaudatemporarily fell to the
Pathan.? With that cametheend of two hundred yearsof rule of theindependent Sultansof Gauda. Fromthis
timethedecline of the city of Gaudabegan.
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Withinafew days, theMughal Emperor Humayun captured Gauda (July 1538) and renamed it Jannatabad
or thecity of Heaven.? But Humayun was expelled from Indiaafter the defeat of Sher Shah at the battl es of
Chausain 1539 AD and Kanauj in 1543 AD, establishing Afghan rulein Delhi and Bengal.?” In 1556 AD
Humayun reestablished Mughal rulein Delhi, but continued Afghanrulein Gauda. Finalyin 1576 AD Bengd
Sultanate Daud Khan Karrani was defeated by the Mughal forcesled by the Quli Beg aliasKhan- i- Jahan
sent by the Mughal Emperor Akbar at the Battle of Rgjmahal, ending Afghan rulein Gaudaor Benga and
Benga cameunder Mughal rule.®

GaudaJanapadalogt its political statuswhen the capita was shifted from Tanra(Tanda) to Rggmahd in
Bihar in 1595 AD and Dacca (Dhaka) became the Provincial Capital of Bangal in 1612 AD during the
Mughal period.? But intheearly 18th century the Dewan of Bengal Subah Murshid Quli Khan shifted the
capital from Daccato Murshidabad in 1704 AD¥® and he started ruling Bengal as an independent Nawab
from 1717 AD.* Thepolitical dynamicsof Bengd beganto center around Murshidabad. Finaly, when Nawab
Sirgjdaulaof Bengal wasdefeated by the Britishin the Battle of Palashi in 1757 AD and Nawab Mir Qasim
wasdefeated inthe Battleof Buxar in 1764 AD theindependence of Bengd began to declineastheindependence
of thewholeof Indiabeganto decline.

Formation of Modern Malda District

The present Maldadistrict wasthe main center of Civilization and Culture of Bengal inancient and
medieval timesspecia partsof historical areaslike Pundravardhan, Varendri belong to Madadistrict. In
ancient and medieval period Gauda, Pandua, Lakhnouti (Lakshmanavati), Ramavati, Tanda(Tard) etc. the
capital of Bengd werelocated inthisdistrict.

However, there are different opinionsabout the origin of thename of Mada. Accordingto anopinion,
the origin of the word Maldah is the combination of Persian ‘Mal” and Bengali ‘Dah’. The word *‘Dah’ means
Sea.* That is Maldah means ‘Ocean of wealth’. Malda region was the main trading center of ancient and
medieva Eastern India. Thesilk textileindustry manufactured here wasexported to the country and abroad.
So, many haat, nagar, bazar, ganj were devel oped in thisregion. Asaresult, theregion had al ot of income
fromindustry and trade. So, itisnatura to expect such aname associated withwealth (Mal).

Thereisaprevailing opinion of naming from theethnic point of view. Mao peopleoncelivedin Mada,
whoseasaMa pahari tribe existenceisstill present. They earned their livelihood by catchingfishfromlarge
reservoirs. Hence the name Maldah can be derived by combination from ‘Malo’ race and large reservoir or
‘Dah’.*However, it can be assumed with certainty that, Maldah is formed by combining the two words ‘Mal’
or ‘Dah’. Even the names of various places in Malda district are found with the words “‘Mal’ and ‘Dah’. Such
as. Madanga, Maligram, Ma opara, Khutadah, Mashal dah.*

Ma dagenerdly refersto the present Old M d dawhich roseto prominence during the Sultanate period.
Mogt of theevidencerelated to early Ma da has been found in thisregion. The oldest evidence of the name
“Malda’ is found in an inscription now over the enclosure door of Shaha Jada’s Shrine near the katra really,
record the creation of Mosque by one Hillal in the region of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah-1 in dated 19th
Shaban 859A. H.(4thAugust 1455AD).*

Then during thereign of Sultan Hussain Shah, sourceswith thenameMadawerefoundinnolessthan
nine Inscription, with the boundaries of Old Maldain dated from 899to 938A. H. (1493-1531).%

In his book Ain-e-Akbari, Abul Fazal mentioned eleven mahls in village adjacent to ‘Malda’.>” Onthe
one hand, the presence of aplace called Ma dacan be noted here, on the other hand, the mention of villages
adjacent to Maldasuggeststhat, Maldawas acity at that time.

ThenameMaddaisdsofoundin thedescription of foreign touristsAlexander Hamilton cameto Mdda
in 1666 AD. He mentioned that, “Malda is a large Town, well inhabited and frequented by Merchants, and the
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English and Dutch had Factories there”.*® Therefore, Ma dawas famous asatrading center and Town long
before the formation of the district by the British. James Rennel also refers “Mauldah is a pretty neat city——
It arose out of the ruins of Gour—— This, as well as Cossimbazar, is a place of trade, and in particular
produces muce Silk”.*®

At that time Maldawas the main medium of communi cation between East Indiaand therest of India
Moreover, it established itsdf astheadministrative Capita for alongtime. Hence, it flourished asan industrid
and trading city and spread it’s fame at home and abroad. Naturally attracted industrialists and businessmen
from homeand foreign to set up businessand industriesin theregion. The English East IndiaCompany first
established tradelink with thedistrict in 1676 AD.* However, the Dutch had established with the district
beforethe British. In 1680 AD Fytch Nedham purchased 15 bighaof land from RagjaRay Chowdhury, the
landlord of M okdumpur, present- day Englishbazar, two milesfrom Maldacity (Old Malda) for 300 rupees
and established anew factory inAugust 1681 AD.* Itisnow known as Old Collectorate. Thisnew areawas
known by the British as ‘Englejabad’ which later came to be known as Engrejbazar. After gaining of Diwali in
1765, East India Company permanently built a fortified factory building in present day ‘Engrejbazar’in 1771
AD under George Henchman.*

No clear informationisavailable about when Ma dadistrict was established. However, it isknown
from the description W. W. Hunter that,” Till 1813 AD the thanas of present Malda district were included in
Purnea, Dingjpur and Rajshahi districts. In these Police stationstheftsand robberiesincreased at agrest rate.
Thedistancefrom Purneato Kaliachak wasmorethan 100 miles. In February 1813 submitted areport tothe
Government of thesuperintendent of Police of Lower Province highlighting theseunfavourable. Pursuant to
thisrecommendation, the Government appointed aM agistrate, aDeputy Collector and aRegistrar for the
Police Stations of the undivided Mal dadistrict.* As a result, Malda started it’s journey as a district.

Theheadquarter of the newly formed district was set up at Englishbazar. From thistimetheimportance
of Madah (Old Mada) began to declinerapidly. But Ma dagained independence and equa statuswith other
digtrictswhenaMagi strateand collector wereappointedin 1859AD.* That iswhy G E. Lambourn mentioned
that, “The district was formed of outlying portion of the Purnea and Rangpur district in 1813, though it did not
formally becomean independent adminigtrativeunit till 1859 AD.* Mddadigtrict waspart of Rgshahi division
1875AD, Bhagal pur division from 1876 AD to 1905AD and again Maldadistrict was part of Rgjshahi
divisonfrom 1905AD t0 1947 AD.*

During thepartitionin 1947 CE, thedominant Bengali Hindusweretrying to keep the predominantly
Hindu districtsof East Bengal and West Bengal in West Bengal. Historian Sir Jadunath Sarkar submitted a
memorandum to the Boundary Commission requesting theinclusion of Maldaand Rgjshahi in\West Bengd .
But asMaldadistrict isMuslim dominated, Lord Mountbatten On June 3 showed Madadistrict aspart of
Pakistanin hisplan. Jawaharla Nehru, MohammadAli Jinnah and Sardar Baldev Singh gaveradio speeches
insupport of thisplan.*® For thisreason, the Pakistani flag wasflyinginMa daOn 15th August 1947 AD.

Onthenight of August 17th, 1947 under the Sir Cyril RedcliffeAward, the five police stations of
Sibganj, Bholahat, Nachol, Gomastapur and Nababgan] went to East Pakistan (Now Bangladesh) and remaining
ten policestationsof Englishbazar, Kaiachak, Old Mada, Gazole, Habibpur, Bamangola, Manikchak, Ratua,
K hurbaand Harishchandrapur cameto India*® And the present Ma dadistrict was recogni zed asadistrict of
West Bengd with theseten police stationsmerged to India.

CONCLUSION

Finally thepeopleof Maldabrokeinto cel ebrationswith the Indian flag on 18th August asIndependence
Day. Maldadistrict currently has eleven police stations and 15th blocks.* In 2001 AD anew sub-division
called Chanchal sub-division was formed, the number of sub-division in this district is now two namely ‘Maldah
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Sadar’and Chanchal.>! Moreover, a present therearetwo municipditiesin thisdistrict namely English Bazar
and Mada(Old Mdda).>> Maintowninthedistrictis Englishbazar.
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