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ABSTRACT

ORIGINAL ARTICLE India and Bangladesh has an important
bonding or friendly relationship with various
similarities. Thereare 54 common Trans boundary
river between India and Bangladesh. Among them
Ganga Teesta etc. are important. Ganges water
treaty was completed in 1996.But there are no
accord on river teesta which is long time
demanding issuesfrompolitician, stakeholdersand
general civilian of Bangladesh .Teesta river (414
km Length) originating from Zemu glacier of

Author Eastern Himalaya. Water of Teestaisvery precious
Pijush Kr. Khan, Research Scholar to farmer of North Bengal and Northern
Bangladesh. In 1983, there wastemporary ad hoc
arrangement between two countries on Teesta
water. But not sustained. The negotiation became
complex when India featured a damon Gajoldoba
and Bangladesh also constructed a dam in
lalmonirhat district. In 2011 there was possibility
to conclude thisissue but not realize dueto oppose
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INTRODUCTION

India and Bangladesh is neighboring country to each other’s. Three side of Bangladesh surrounded by
Indian Territory. Bangladesh emerged asaCountry through along struggle and assisted intensively by Indian
Government . Therewasan iconic roleof Indian|eadersto creation of Bangladesh from East Pakistan. So,
from 1972, India and Bangladesh is close friends to each other’s. Indira- Mujib collaboration in 1972-1975
wasarolemode for wholeworld.Indiaand Bangladesh rel ationship stated as ““Blood Neighbor” by many
expert, Academician and scholar of International relation, But as per rule of diplomaticrelationship thereis
many area of cooperation and challenges of India- Bangladesh rel ationship. Negotiation on water between
Indiaand Bangladesh isthe one of the mg or challenges of long bonding between Indiaand Bangladesh.
Thereare 54 Common River between Indiaand Bangladesh. River isabackbone of Agricultural based
country. Indiaand Bangladesh hasvery much dependency on agricultural and dlied activities. Bangladeshis
stuated on lower basin of Common River like River Teesta. So she has very much dependency on Indiafor
water. Indiaisavast country with diversitiesand dense popul ation. Indiahasa so own limitationto givewater
asper demand of Bangladesh. Amongthevariousriver Gangaand Teestaareimportant bilatera river. Ganga
water disputes have been solved by the Gangawater Treaty 1996 after long negotiation. But after afrequent
meeting, discussion on River Teesta, no Treaty or MOU has been signed by the both countries. So, Indo-
Bangladesh conflict on River Teestaisamajor issue of bilateral rel ationship between two countries.

Thewatershed basin of the TeestaRiver is eighty-three percent of Indian Territory and seventeen per
cent in Bangladesh territory. The River Teestaconnected with livelihood of both Nations. The TeestaRiver
Conflictisnow one of the greatest hurdlesto the amicabl eties between Indiaand Bangladesh.

Map- Flow of Teesta

..........
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Review of Related Literature

Sardar, Sanjib, (January, 2021): PhD Research Scholar ,published ajourna in New Horizon (ISSN
NO. 2277-5218) on TeestaRiver Dispute and bilateral Negotiation between Indiaand Bangladesh. The
learned Scholar wisely anadlyzed Basn morphology of River Teesta, origin, flow and generd characteristicsof
River. He was showed importance of Teesta River and for the livelihood of millions of peoples of both
countries. Conflict on TeestaRiver between Indiaand Bangladesh .In last paragraph, the author suggested
somerecommendation regarding Teestaissue and India-Bangl adesh rel ationship*.
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I shlam, Shariful (2021): 50 yearsof Bangladesh Indiare ationsissueschallengesand possibilities, is
awide spectrum book published by Pentagon press LLP, where the author widely discussed water sharing
disputesbetween I ndiaand Bangladesh. Historical background of Teestaconflict between Indiaand Bangladesh
has been discussed. Thelearned author showshistorical background of Teestadisputesand variousnegotiations
between two countries.Hea so ana yzed thereasons behind the problems of Teestaand itsimpact on regional
politicsand livelihood of both countries’.

Bhattacharjee, Joyeeta, (2020): In “Migration, River Management, and Radicalization: What does
the FutureHold for IndiaBangladesh Relation?HasAnalyzed River Management project in Indo-Bangladesh
relation. Migration especidly illegal migrationisburning problems between Indiaand Bangladeshwhichis
analyzed by the Author. Role of Bangladesh in India’s Neighborhood First and Act East policies has been
andyzed. Radicdlizationisthe oneof themg or issuesof security for India. Growing Radicdizationin Bangladesh
and activitiesof IMB, HUJI, in Bangladesh has been analyzed®.

Mirchandi, Maya,(2016), ORF Special Report: TheTeestaWater dispute: Geopolitics, Mythsand
Economics,ORF Specia report elaborately analyzed Teestaissuesand bilateral rel ationship between India
and Bangladesh. The author very wisdly summarized the Gangawater treaty, 1996 and itspositivedomain as
abackground of hisdiscussion. Actualy wefind that the author analyzed brief summariesof River Teesta
negotiation and mgjor areaof contradictionto redizethistreaty between Indiaand Bangladesh®.

Sultana, SyedaTanzia, and Shahab Uddin, Shanjida (2017): Bangladesh-IndiaWater Negotiations.
Challengesand Way Forward, Bangladesh Institute of Internationa and Strategic studies, isan articlewhere
authorsarevery wisdy discussed about thewater negotiation between Indiaand Bangladesh including River
Teestanegotiation. Beforethe Teesta negotiation Authorsare highlighted several measureswhich hasbeen
taken by the Both Government to settlement different water disputesincludingjoint River commission (JRC)
, Gangawater treaty (1996) etc. After that origin, flow of Teesta, history of negotiations on TeestaRiver by
two neighboring countries has been discussed. Besides these India’s various river linking project and its
possibleimpact in Bangladesh andyzed in thispaper®.

Research Method and Methodology

The present Research Study isquditative Research in nature. Themethod that was employed to create
thisresearch paper or Research study isamixture of descriptiveand historica Research. Thewholeresearch
study isanayzed by background of neolibera theoretical background. Thevariousdatasourcesare gathered
from secondary sourcesa ongs de various Government and non-Government reports, gadgetsnotifications. The
maintypeof dataanaysisiscontent andyss. Viewsof important stakeholder of India-Bangladesh diplomatic
relationisused for analyzed thesaid topic.

Objective of the Study
Theresearch paper based on following objectives:
a.  Toknow roleof Teestain livelihood of peopleof India-Bangladesh.
b. Toexaminehigtorica background of Teestaissueswith various phasesof negotiation.
c. ToanalyzeChineseinterferencein thisissueand security concernfor India

Analysis, Discussion and Major Finding

Tota length of river Teestais414 km Out of which 151 km arein Sikkim, 142 kmtravel through West
Benga and dongthe Sikkim-West Bengal border, while 121 km crossinto Bangladesh® Beforeflowinginto
Bangladesh, the Teesta River, atributary of the Brahmaputra (Jamunain Bangladesh), risesfromthe Teesta
khangtse glacier (Himalyan range, Near Chunthang, North Sikim, India). Zemu glacier at Skkim (India) also
marked asasource of TeestaRiver. After origin it passesthrough the Indian provinces of Sikkim and West
Bengd . Teestapassesthrough out Gangtok,Mangan ,paykong district(03Digtrict) in Sikkimand Ka ingpong,
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Darjelling, Jalpiguri, Coochbehar District(04 Districts) in West Bengal . After crossing of West Bengal -
Bangladesh border at Coochbehar digtrictinWest Bengd, Teestafal sinto Bangladesh. River Tesstaisfollowing
in Bangladesn through Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, Kurigram, Gaibandha Districts (04 districts). After Draining
Bangladesh findly Teestafalsinto Bay of Bengd. The River Teestaisvery muchflood proneRiver especidly
in rainy monsoon Season and known as a “Thraser Nadi”” (In Bengali language) in North Bengd area.

After thepartition of India, the catchment areaof river Teestawasgivento Indiain 1947 when Bangladesh
known as an East Pakistan. So, the conflictsbetween Indiaand Pakistan on theissue of River Teestawere
begun since 1947, just after the partition. Conflict on water sharing between two countries (Indiaand
Bangladesh) initiated from time of emerged of Bangladesh. Thereare 54 Common River between Indiaand
Bangladesh. Asabeing geographically lower riparian state Bangladesh has no control over thewater of
commonriver. A Joint River Commission (JRC) hasbeen formed by bilaterd initiative betweento nationto
solved bilatera water problemsin 1972.

The primary point of dispute between India and Bangladesh is the lean season flow of the river Teesta’s
water River into Bangladesh. Government of Indiaconstructed adam on River Teestaat Ggoldobain 1975.
The Gazadobabarrage/DaminWest Bengal, roughly thirty kilometersupwardsof Japaiguri District of West
Bengal, has played arole in Bangladesh’s downfall as a down riparian state’. The catchment areaup to the
barrage siteiseght thousand square kilometers, stretching from the highlands of Sikkimto theflat land of
Jdpaguri (Digrict) inGazadoba, wherethe TeestaBarrageprojectisstuated. Thegod wastoddiver irrigation
water to6 North Bengd districts of West Bengaf. Bangladesh a so set up adam on River Ddiaat Lalmonirhat
toirrigatecroparea, but this project would berun successfully if Indiaas upper riparian staterel easesadequate
water from its Gagoldobabarrage. In 1983, Indiaand Bangladesh decided to share Teestawaterson an ad
hoc basis. During the twenty- fifth conference of the Indo-Bangladesh Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) in
Dhaka, Bangladesh in July 1983, India and Bangladesh struck a deal on the ad hoc distribution of
the River TeestaWater. Accordingtotheseadhoc agreements, Bangladesh would receivethirty-six percent
of theflows, Indiawill receivethirty-nine percent and the other twenty-five percent will remain not all ocated.
Thead hoc sharesand not allocated afraction will beredlocated after the research investigationsarefinished.

India—Bangladesh relation has been improved from 2009, under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina.
Sheikh Hasinaand Awami |eague massivevictory in 2008 el ection and cameinto power in 2009, hasagame
changer of India—Bangladesh relation. We know that, there are great legacy Sheikh Mujibur Rahaman and
India. So when Mujibur rahaman‘s daughter Sheikh hasina became prime minister of Bangladesh in her 2™
term therewerevery much hopeto peaceful settlement of Teestawater. As per expectation of al expert ,India
agreed to share Bangladesh 37.5% of the total Teesta water in September 2011 and would keep 42.5
portionsof them during the dry period, which was decided to runsfrom the month of December to March®.But
it wasnot redize dueto opposition of West Benga Chief Minister MamataBanerjee. MamtaBanerjee, the
chief minister of West Bengal, threw a fuss and complained that she hadn’t been consulted. She refused
to sign the treaty, because she believed it or according to him, it would not be in the farmers’ most beneficial
interests in the state of West Bengal. According to River Expert of West Bengal it’s would be harmful for the
large numbers of farmersof North Bengal area. Uncertainty regarding the agreed-upon percentage of water
to be shared between Indiaand Bangladesh is one of the reasons Banerjeeisrefusing to approvethe new
Teestaagreement™®. Government of West Bengal also made a Survey on Teestabasin by therenewed River
expert of Bengd Kayan Rudra. West Bengd Chief Minister MamataBanerjeeoffered to Bangladesh dternative
source of water. She offered River Torsha’s water instead Tessta water. River Torsha also a another important
River of Northern part of West Bengal. But Bangladesh not accepted Chief Minister Banerjee’s proposal.
BesideWest Benga Sikkim would aso affect by future Teestaagreement by both countries. Dueto federal
subject central Government of Indiacannot take any unique decision without consent of federd state of West

Bengd.
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AttheBIMSTEC Summitin March 2014, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh voiced optimismfor the
Teesta water agreement’s speedy conclusion. While the federal Government of West Bengal has voiced
extreme dissatisfaction at having to share the already reduced water flow, which would further impedethe
current hydro deficit situation initsnorthern region of the state. The Government of Bangladesh hasexpressed
concern over thesharp declineinthewatersinlast decade™. Following the 2014 Indian parliamentary elections,
Dhakaindicated increased optimism for an accord to Teestawater, particularly before Prime Minister of
India Narendra Modi’s trip and Land Boundary Agreement in the month of June 2015.But this expectation
was not realize. However, to it was shock for Bangladesh, no such deal could bereached.

Though, The Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) held its 38th meeting on August 25, 2022in New Delhi,
following al12-year hiatus, to talk about thewater-sharing agreementsfor the somebilaterd riverslikerivers
Muhuri, Gumti, Khowai, Dudhkumar, Monu, Dharla, and Feni, which are passesthrough the neighboring
nationsIndia- Bangladesh. The conversation mostly focused on cross-border i ssueslike exchanging flood
information aswel |l asmitigating thethreet of river contamination. Thetwo the prime ministersarerumored to
finish the water-sharing agreements in accordance with the JRC’s suggestions®2. But no discussion on River
Teesta issue hastaken place.

Bangladesh has been frustrated with India’s persistent refusal to handle the Teesta water problem. The

Joint River Commission (JRC), abody that thetwo nations sharehol der, hasnot yet seen Indiaand Bangladesh

discussion theriver water concerns (particul arly the Teestaissue), as The DhakaTribune recently wrotewith

concern®, According to senior Bangladeshi officiasand mediareport, the Teestaaccord isthesinglemain

point of contention between the two nations, India and Bangladesh. Dhaka and Delhi’s failure to sign the deal

and guaranteeitsexecution hasresulted infrustration for Bangladesh™. Theissuearoseduring PrimeMinister of
India Narendra Modi’s March 26-27, 2022 visit to Dhaka, Bangladesh during which he attended the centenary
festivities of ‘Bangabandhu’ Sheikh Mujibur Rahman?®.

In the year 2016, Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Bangladesh, and the two countries’ relationship
wasraised to that of strategic allies. Bangladesh received two Ming class submarinesfrom Chinain 2017.
Bangladesh got Chinese support for aone-billion-dollar science and technol ogy initiative onthe TeestaRiver
after failing to execute awater-sharing agreement treaty  with Indi&®. The Chinese proposal comes after the
country (Bangladesh) utilized nearly ten yearsattempting to finalize a Teestawater-sharing agreement with
India’. According to some commentators, China’s involvement in the project may exacerbate the India-
Bangladesh conflict over the key shared river Teesta. Li Jiming, the Chinese ambassador to Bangladesh,
believes that work on the river restoration may begin “within a very short time frame.”*¥Indiaa so protest from
their own end dueto environmenta and sustainability issues. So after discussion of almost dl thepoint wecan
say that, all of my hypothesesare proved.

CONCLUSION

India—Bangladesh relation has historical legacy from the first date of diplomatic relationship. Teesta
issue creating alittlebit mistrust between India-Bangladesh. We know that Bangladesh has very important
role in India’s Neighborhood First Policy and Act East policy. Bangladesh has important trade partner of
Indiaand sharing various common platform of Regional cooperationin SouthAsia. After alongwaiting for
water Bangladesh opting alternative plan such as digging of River’s channel by the help of China.India have
to combat Chineseinterferencein thisbilateral water issue dueto security concern. Asper repot Indiahas
alwaysbeen resisting thisproject givenitssecurity issues. Effective and broad-based collaboration between
India and Bangladesh needs the goodwill of their respective peoples. Given Bangladesh’s strategic significance
and itsrole asarespons ble upstream riparian country, Indiamust take aggressive effortsto complete the
River Teestaaccord assoon aspossible. Two countrieshaveto redizeit. The India-Bangladesh partnership
islikelyto beat itspeak. Thisissuewill betroubled to the successful storiesof diplomatic relation between
two nations.
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