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ABSTRACT

India has a long history of political and
cultural tieswith different countries of the world.
It has always played a crucial role in expanding
its domain in every sphere - political, social,
cultural, and economic and so on. It has believed
in Refor mation, Performance and Transformation.
India has evolved as a competent country to
establish peace and stability with the neighboring
countries. India’s continuous ability in developing
strong relationswith other countries has madeits
position as one of the strongest country in the
world. This paper will focus on the shift of the
foreign policy strategy inthe Modi erawith special
reference to the West Asian countries, centering
attention towards STU countriesi.e., Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and United Arab Emirates. The STU
countries form a prime position among the other
West Asian countries. From many past decades a
good relation has been developed between India
and STU countries. The paper will deal with the
geo-political and strategic relevance, crucial
relationship between Indiaand STU countries, how
they build importancefor each other and thegrand
design for the future. Further, this paper will also
cover therespective contributions of UPAand BJP,
the two political parties which have played an
important rolein shaping Indian politicsand how
the latter proved to be more efficient in the task of
building a stronger relationship with the STU
countries.
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INTRODUCTION

Indiathat is Bharat, amulticultural diverse
country hasdevel oped immensely in so many years
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after itsindependence. Asan independent nation, it hasnot only strengthened itself but hasalso emerged asa
powerful country with specific recognition intheworld. This specific recognition can be said in terms of
technologicd, culturd, paliticd, socid, and economic devel opments. To enhanceitsreaionshipglobally it has
stressed diplomatic relations, and cultura exchangeand hasnot only worked on strategic relationsbut a so
other platformsinternationally. In thisarticle, threeimportant countries of West Asiahave been chosento
relate their political and cultural ties with India. These countries have been given the mnemonic- “STU” where
S Saudi Arabia, T- Turkey and U- United Arab Emirates. Indiasharesamultifaceted rel ationship with these
three countriesand triesto encompass economic ties, strategic cooperation, cultural vauesetc. Thebond has
strengthened moreafter 2014 .i.e., intheModi Government. Indiaisacountry which hasachievedin spreading
itsgolden attributesin various other countries.

Why STU countries?

Thereasonfor choosing STU countriesamong other West Asian countriescomesfrom the knowledge
of India’s frequent engagement with these countries and most importantly the geographical location of these
three countries. Thelocationiscloseto India. Also, they have been arranged in descending asper their size.
They arevery closeto each other and formacrucial coreasMiddle Eastern countries.

Saudi Arabiaofficialy called the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiahasone of thelargest economiesamong
other Middle Eastern Country countriesand hasvast oil reserves. Turkey, called the Republic of Turkeyisa
transcontinenta country which hasarich history of thousandsof yearsand carriesadynamic palitical landscape.
Whereas United Arab Emirates afederation of seven emirates|ocated on theArabian Peninsula, isadynamic
country with amodern and cosmopolitan outlook whichisfurther supported by political stability, cultura
diversity and socid development.

Indiaduring UPA

The United ProgressiveAlliance Government tenure haswitnessed variationsin therelationsof India
with other countries of theworld. To look specifically at the STU countries, it could be characterized by
economi ¢ cooperation, diplomatic engagement and strengthening of bilaterd ties. Itisto be noted that severa
visitsasotook placeduring thetenure of the UPA Government which significantly marked theimportance of
developingacrucia relationship between Indiaand STU countries.

Indiaunder the UPA Government with itsrel ationswith Saudi Arabiahasviewed growth in economic
cooperation for instance energy sector. They have explored avenues for cooperation in different ways-
investment, defense, trade etc. Thiscould further be marked by thevisit of King Abdullah BinAbdul Aziz of
Saudi Arabiato India, Chinaand Maaysiain 2006. It had great importanceinforeign policy asit marked a
strategic shift after 1955. Saudi Arabiaisa so considered the most powerful within the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC). The UPA Government alsolooked into thewe fareof thelarge Indian expatriate community
in Saudi Arabiaand extended itsass tanceto thelndian nationds. Yet, several humanrightschalengescould
be seen. Such asexploitation and abuse of the migrant workersincluding many Indians. The poor working
conditions and lack of legal security became more prominent. Also, issues regarding women’s rights faced
severecriticiam. Eventhough several organizationsand ingtitutionsurged the Indian Government tolook into
but rather it became atask for the UPA to get themsel vesinvolved or to take abolder step to reform.

India’s relations with Turkey tried expanding during the UPA Government in economic cooperation by
laying out itsreach to other sectors beyond textiles and construction. Trade and investmentswere further
made an ambition to work on. Less diplomatic engagement could be located during the UPA’s tenure. It did
not reach upto theleve of strategic partnership. Neither did they engagein defence or security cooperation.
Reversdly could be seen in therel ations between Indiaand the United Arab Emirates. Their economicties
flourished and bilateral tradeincreased. It gradually became asignificant source of investment. It explored
opportunitiesin different sectors. For thelndian diaspora, the UPA Government worked for thewel fare of the
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largeIndian expatriate community inthe UAE and their concerns. Again severd issuesrdating to humanrights
violations could not be addressed thus|eading to the sufferings and problems of the same.

Therefore, eventhough the UPA Government hastrieditslevel best to strengthenitsrelationswith the
STU countries, several drawbacks could be seen interms of its engagement in economic cooperation and
mattersdealing with human rightsconcerns.

Political and Cultural Relations

India’s political and cultural landscape is diverse and complex. It is a parliamentary democracy and is
characterized by amulti-party system.

1) Indiaand SaudiArabia

Indiaand Saudi Arabiaform acordial relationship intermsof diplomacy. They engagein strategic
partnerships such as energy security, counter-terrorism effortsand trade.

>  Political Relations
Saudi Arabiaisan absol ute monarchy serving the head of the state and Government. The political
structure is such that the royal family has a considerable influence over the country’s political affairs.

Boththe countries, Indiaand Saudi Arabiahave signed numerous agreementsto strengthen their ties.
Official visit of Secretary (CPV & OIA) Shri Muktesh K. Pardeshi from 4th to 7th May to Saudi Arabia
aimed at strengthening the strategi ¢ partnership. A Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperationinthe
energy sector wassigned in New Delhi on 10th September 2023. Earlier, the Signing of the Delhi Declaration
in 2006 duringthevist of KingAbdullah eventudly laid aroadmapfor bilatera cooperation. Thesigning of the
Riyadh Dedarationin 20101edto anincreased interaction inthe Strategic Partnershipinthepalitica, economic,
security and defence sectors. Similarly, other MoUswere al so signed regarding combating crime, defence
cooperation, labour cooperation for domestic service, and cooperation of IT and Services. Also, thelatest
visit of Saudi ministersto Indiaaspart of the G20 hasled to severd sectora and bilateral meetings.

»  Cultural Relations

Saudi Arabiaisan Idamic heritage and Indiaisadiverse nation with arich cultural heritage. They
intersect culturally through various channels- trade, language, presence of alarge Indian expatriate community.
Thereisculturd exchange and understanding. Duringthevisit of the Secretary (CPV & OIA) totheKingdom
of Saudi Arabia, areview of preparationsfor Hg 2024 in Jeddah and Madinah was conducted. Indiaand
Saudi Arabiacd ebratealong history of cultura engagements. Severd bilatera cultura activitieshaveincreased
with Saudi Arabia’s Vision of 2030. Also, India participated as Guest of Honour at the 32nd edition festival of
Heritage and Culturein Saudi Arabiain 2018. Another important feature wasthe popularity of Yogainthe
Sports activity in November 2017. Azaadi ka Amrit Mohotsav was celebrated as 75 years of India’s
independence. It celebrated 75 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between Indiaand Saudi Arabia.
The culture hasd so seen an expansionin areas of cinemasand entertainment, sportsactivitiessuch ascricket,
and football and tourism.
2) Indiaand Turkey

Indiahasas gnificant amount of contribution to itsrelaionswith Turkey from antiquity such ashistoric
connectionslikethefirst exchangeof diplomatic missonsduring 1481-1482. WhichwasbetweentheMudim
rulers and Ottoman Sultans of the Indian subcontinent. Also, many features such ascommon language could
also betraced. Indiaplayed animportant roleintheformation of the Turkish Republic during the Turkish War
of Independenceinthe 1920s.
»  Political Relations

Turkey isacountry whichiscaled aparliamentary republic with ademaocratic system of Government.
Itspalitical landscapeissecular with Idamicinfluences. Thetiesbetween Indiaand Turkey got strained dueto
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Turkey’s support to Pakistan in the Kashmir issue and the abrogation of Article 370. Yet, both of them have
expressed support for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Diplomatic relations were established
in 1948. They have mutual respect and cooperation for each other. Moreover to look specifically one can see
that dueto regiond dynamicsand global geopalitics, the political tieshave shown complexity.
»  Cultural Relations

The cultural ties between thetwo countries could be seen asdeeply rooted historically whichisquite
rich and diverse. Both havearich history of civilisation, art and literature dueto thelegacy of the Ottoman
Empire. Thereisasoashareinthecultureof traditional music, danceand textiles, filmfestivalsand academic
collaborations. They both haveashared culturd heritage. While Turkish cuisinecomesfrom Central Asia, the
Middle East and the M edliterranean, the Indian cui sinerefl ectsablend of theindigenousflavoursfromvarious
other regions. Linguistic rootsare another featurewhich they share. Both countries sharerdligiousand spiritua
bonds. They were known asimportant forks of the Silk Road whichisfound to connect West and East. This
not only enhanced theexchange of silk, spices, textiles etc but a so increased great cultural exchange between
Indiaand Turkey.
3) IndiaandtheUnited Arab Emirates

Indiaand UAE aretwo countriesthat havetheir different and uniqueway of living.
>  Political Relations

The UAE is India’s third-largest trading partner. It established diplomatic relations in 1972. Anew
strategic partnership could be seeninthevisit of PM Modi to the UAE in August 2015. They signed eight
pactsto enhancethe cooperation in variousareas of investment, el ectricity tradeand digital payments. Both
countries emphasized each other’s economic growth and stability. Most importantly there is a significant
number of Indian expatriate communitiesinthe UAE which haveimmensely contributed to bilaterd relations
through remittances and cultural exchange. Several agreementshave been signed by both the countriesin
areasof energy, infrastructure and technol ogy.
»  Cultural Relations

Thelndian cultureisvibrant and diverse. UAE isalso amulticultural society. Both countriesfromthe
very antiquity havedevel oped historical tiesand have maintained cultural exchangesat al levels. Cultural
rel ations between them coul d be seen asthe Signing of aCultural agreement in 1975. The Cultural Centre
organised several events such as Handicraft Bazar - Discover India, a Poetry Reading session by Dr
Satchidanandan, Art and Culture-specific to UAE, and Photo- an exhibition of Islamic monumentsof India.
Severd Indian festivascan be seen celebrated in UAE such asDiwdi, Holi and Eid. Thisshowstherichness
of Indian traditions. Also, Indian cuisineisvery famousin therestaurantsof UAE. Severd cultura eventsare
organised to promotethe Indian arts, music, literature, dance etc which involvesalarge participation from
both sides.

Foreign Policy Strategy: Modi Era

Since 2014, when the BJP Government cameto power at the centre, Indiawitnessed amultidimensiona
prosperity in variousfieldsand has a so emerged as one of the most powerful countries. Our PrimeMinister
Shri Narendra Modi has planned a dynamic foreign policy strategy. This has certainly enlarged India’s vision
and madeit stand at aunique platform today. Hetook amultifaceted approach which aimed at strengthening
relaionsof Indiawith other countriesof theworld. Thispaper hascertainly and epecidly takeninto consideration
thoseimportant countriesof West Asiai.e., Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the United Arab Emirateswith which
Indiacan envision expanding itshilaterd rel ations, economic cooperation and politica tiesinthenear future.

PM M odi was a so honoured with the high civilian award from West Asian countries- Saudi Arabia,
Pdestineand Bahrain.
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IntheModi Era, severa chalengesand regional and global disparitieshave been addressed and solved

at large. Hisapproach could be seen as:

>

Y VvV

PM Modi’s visit to Saudi Arabia in 2019 boosted the Look West policy. He talked about the Future
Development Initiative (FIl) in Riyadh. Since then stress has been given to diversifying India’s largely
0il-based manufacturing, technol ogy and tourism.

Severd cultura and businessreformshavebeeninitiated strongly at large.

Animportant initiativewastaken up by UAE and Saudi Arabiawhich pledged toinvestinIndiain areas
of infrastructure, refining, minerdss, petrochemica sand mining.

Modi’s visit to Saudi Arabia also welcomed the integration of the E-migration system with the Saudis to
safeguard employment conditions.

A historic step wastaken by both Indiaand Saudi Arabiarecently in 2023 inwhich PM Modi stated
that Saudi Arabiais seen asoneof themostimportant andinfluentia strategic partnersof India. Astwo
of the world’s fastest-growing countries, our partnership is important for the stability of the entire
region. Wetook the historic step to connect India, West Asiaand Europethrough an economic corridor.
Apart from connecting the two countries, the corridor will helpintheincrease of economic growth,
energy sector and digitisation”.

Relations with Turkey have been cordial but with sporadic tensions. India’s cooperation and helping
hand have become animportant moveto appreciateitswork. Operation Dost - hel ped the earthquake
hit regionsof Turkey and Syria. Indiasent relief materias, and medica facilitiesand the NDRF team
was sent for rescue operations. Dueto multifaceted foreign policy, theties between thetwo countries
have generaly improved. Both countries are cooperating in thedomainsof trade, combating terrorism
and agreement with UN reforms.

Indiaand the UAE have signed several agreementsto enhance cooperation in various sectors. PM
Modi hasmade seventimesvisit to UAE thusmaking UAE the most notable partner inWest Asia
Sincethe agreement of CEPA ( Comprehensi ve Economic Partnership Agreement) between Indiaand
UAEin 2022, a16% increaseintrade could be seen. Also, the M oU between the Reserve Bank of
Indiaand the Centra Bank of UAE pushed cross-border trade using the rupee and dirham which can
further lead to boost theinternationalisation of therupee.

Under theModi Era, therdationship between Indiaand UAE has devel oped close cultural, economic
and peopl e-to-people connectivity. BAPS Swaminarayan Templein Abu Dhabi isagrowing cultura
tie

Inthel2U2 Summit, UAEistoinvest US$2 billionin Indiato establish integrated food parksto
addressfood security issues.

Further UAE being part of theIndia- Middle East- Europe Economic Corridor whichwould connect
India, West Asiaand Europe marked aprogressivegodl.

Therefore, PM Modi’s era of foreign policy strategy towards Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the United

Arab Emirates hasbeen possible by apragmati c approach to maximise opportunitiesfor cooperation and to
counter thedifficultiesand drawbacksthat arise.

Reformation, Performance and Transfor mation (2014 onwar ds)
Reformation

Indiaisworking towardsdiversifying beyond itstraditional energy sector and emphasizing morein

areaslikeinfrastructure, technol ogy, healthcare, tourism and bilateral relationswith Saudi Arabia. Indiais
trying to resol vethe differences on specific issues with Turkey and expl oring dimensionsfor economic
cooperation and more cultural exchanges. Severa reform measures have been taken to promote bilateral
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trade andinvestment. Also, with UAE, hasimplemented reformsto promote the ease of doing businessand
facilitatetradeand investment flows.
Performance

Indiaand Saudi Arabiahave shown significant growth in bilateral trade. Along with this, several
opportunities havebeen exploredin areas of renewableenergy, defenceand food security. Strategic partnerships
have strengthened through visitsand exchanges. Indiaand Turkey exploring waysto enhanceinteraction
between peopl eto people and to explore more opportunitiesinthe areas of textiles, automotive, construction
andtourism. Thehigh-leve visitsto UAE and viceversahaveled to severd important agreementswhichwill
boost thetrade and investment sector and open employment opportunitiesfor the people.

Transformation

A hugeeffort isbeing madeto counter terrorism and transform the rel ationship into astrong strategic
partnership to enhance security, defence and cultural exchanges. The STU countriesand Indiawill soon
transforminto oneof themost Strategic partnersintheworld.

CONCLUSION

Indiahasestablished agood bilaterd relationship with other countriesof West Asiain economic, paliticd,
cultural and social terms. During the UPA Government, severd initiativesweretaken to promotetrade and
investmentsbut a so faced alot of challengesand criticisms. However, after 2014 when the BJP Government
cameinto power aseriesof significant interactions happened which bol stered relations of Indiawith West
Asan countries. Theforeign strategy of PM Modi devel oped strong strategic partnershipswith countrieslike
STU. Thiscould help Indiato devel op asacountry which can help other countriesand get helped when it
comestoit. It will strengthen the defence, technology and security of the country. Good bilaterd relationswith
the core of the Middle East will make Indiaengage with countrieswhich havetens onswith other countries.
Indiaisthuslooking forward to more such innovationsfrom the Modi Government asthis Government has
engaged a largewith other countrieswith itsstrong diplomatic strategy.
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