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ORIGINAL ARTICLE ABSTRACT

Perumal Murugan is a renowned and
beloved Tamil writer. He penned twelve novelsin
same language. One Part Woman is one of his
literary classic works. His writing style is so
captivating that readersfinishit with no time. His
themes are truthful and focus on the society of
which he was a native once. Thisresearch article
focusesonthe social conflictsexisted inthe novel.

Mrinal Bharti, Research Scholar He describes this conflicts through the main
Prafulkumar P.Vaidhya, Ph.D. characters of the novel: Kali and Ponna. These
E-mail : mrinalanand2020@gmail.com conflicts have so impacted the life of these

characters that their life is completely shattered
due to it. The research paper concentrate this
aspects to know the details of and factors
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characters. The social conflicts may include the
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research article enumer atesthe eventsin the novel
which are best examples of social conflicts. It also

provides some remedial changes to bring out

‘ changein the society concerned with these issues.

‘_ One Part Woman centers around the impact of

society, value of religiousthings, endlesslove of a

Plagiarism Checker X - Report couple and people obscenity. In the novel Kali and
Originality Assessment Ponna become the victims of superstitious beliefs
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norms. Perumal Murugan beautifully weaves the
emotional drama that draws its sustenance from
typical prominent flaws of a society. A dramatic
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story of two lives fallen apart because of no fault of theirs. The novel also examines how patriarchal
customsin India force women into victims of gender identity. Women are expected to conform a fixed
female identity as a mother, as a wife, etc. The research article provide some suggestions to eradicate
caste based discrimination, religious conflicts and gender inequality.
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INTRODUCTION

Perumda Murugan (1966) isawriter, scholar and literary chronicler who writesin Tamil. He belongsto
Thiruchengodu, asmall townin Namakka ditrict, Tamilnadu. Apart fromwriting novels, hehassix collections
of short stories, six anthol ogies of poetry and many of the non-fiction bookson hiscredit. Ten of hisnovels
have been translated into English. His notable work is “Maadhorubaagan” in Tamil (2010) which is translated
by Anirudhan Vasudevan as OnePart Woman (2013). Thisnove dedt with theancient cultureand community
of theKongunadu region. Thisnovel was awarded SahityaAkademy Trand ation Prizein 2016. One Part
Woman is an English translation of “Maadhorubaagan”. It means half male and half female God in the same
body or Ardhnarishwar.

OnePart Womanisthestory of Ponnaand Kali, afarming couple, whose happinessisspoiled by their
inability to haveachild. Ponna, afemale protagonist, is considered by society asabarren woman. Sheis
insulted and excluded by thecommunity at varioussocietd stages. Twelveyearsof childlessnessareaccompanied
by thousandsof templevisits, prayersofferingsand other rdigiousrituds. It dea swith thethemesof ritua and
tradition and the power these elements have in societies. The novel explores how a community’s obsession
separatesal oving couple and break up their happy married life. At theend of story, Kali fellingleft and londly.,
commits suicide by hanging himself on thevery same Portiatreethat Ponnaand herested and play under.

Social Conflict

Karl Marx isconsidered asthe father of social conflict theory. When two or more people collide
verbaly or physicaly with each other, thereisaconflict and asocid environment becomesasocid conflict. In
asingle sentence, “Social conflict is the struggle between groups in society where they fight to win or improve
their values”. Social conflict is distinguished in three types- Overt Social conflict, Objective social conflict and
subjective socia conflict. Socia conflictsare caused by many reasonssuch as- Different lifestyle of people
belonging to other social group, socio-economic reasons, unfair entry to resourcesand certain activities;
different understanding among individuasof therules of behavior etc. Socia conflict affect the structureand
function of society. In One Part Woman, M urugan portrays the contemporary issues that causes social
conflict such ascasteinjustice, gender identity, religiousviolence, etc.

Caste |ssues

Thecasteinjusticesare prevalent in Indian society sincetimeimmemorid. It has brought legion of
losses to human society and community. Theissue of casteis observed in One Part Woman in various
incidencesinthenovel. Thetemple centered nature of the soci ety and economy lead to theformation of the
groups, classesand castesunder thedirection of thetemple. One Part Woman portrayslifein pro-independence
rurd India, focusnginspecificrigid socia grading set by thecaste system. Thisnove highlightsthedratification
of Indian soci ety with caste system whichiscarried out through the concept of untouchability.

Thecoupleinthenove putslotsof effortsand follow variousroutesto haveachild. They even prepare
themselves to adopt a child from the caste they don’t belong to. Ponna doesn’t ready to adopt a child from
other caste. Shesternly objected thisideaof Kai. They want tofollow other alternativesfor having baby. As
they were suggested variousrituals of their caste to appease God by the surrounding people. Kali isupset
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with al that. He does not allow Ponnato participatein the eighteenth day ritual at Karattur, becauseheis
afraid of her participation with an untouchable. The casteissue appearsin the novel through this episode.

Gender | dentity

Thetypica Indianwomen facelegion of problemsand undergo variousformsof strugglesin their life.
They don’t live their own thoughts and dreams. They are supposed to follow husband after marriage and son
inold age. Dependency becomesher lot inthelife. Women aremore suppressed by their surroundingstolive
becausethey lead alife depending on others. The soci ety forcesthem to do thingswhi ch are accepted by the
societal norms. In Indian culture, most of thewomen are suppressed by their traditiona and cultura viewsand
practices. The society dominatesthe woman who hasno children. If the coupleischildless, femalefolk are
more prone to accuse than the malefolk by thefamily and the society.

The society in which the novel isset in semi-urban middle classwho suffer gender discrimination,
suppress on, dominating customsand unconscious beliefsinrituas. Theobstruction to progressin the society
which hurtspeoplewith goss psafter every failure. Ponnafacesdl thedifficultiesin her life. Though dl women
havefedlingsand emotions. Peopl e cannot understand her or accept her identity.

Itisstrangethat whenever acouplefacesthe problem for being childless. Themanisrecommended for
asecond marriage. Almost natural ly throwing the blame on thewoman. Heretoo thereisconstant pressureon
Kali to find another woman to continuethe progeny. The novel questionsthe place and role of womenin
Indian society. For asociety, that pretend to va uetheequality of man and woman. Worshiping adeity suchas
M aadhorubaagan. Who isone haf man and half woman. Itisindeed surprising that Indian woman areva ued
not for who they arebut for their ability to attain motherhood and their commitment to the family members.
Woman can experiencesocid conflictsrelated totraditiona gender roles, stereotypesand cultura expectations.
Conflictsmay arisein areas such aswork-lifebaance, reproductiverightsand thestrugglefor equa opportunities.
Additionally issueslike domestic violence, harassment and lack of representation can contributeto social
conflictsfor women.

Religious Violence

It refersto violencewhich are motivated by religious dogmasand beliefs. It may bein variousforms
such asattack onindividud or on group of peopleon rdigiousground for breaking religiousnorms. It appears
inthenovel and throughslight onto hypocrisy, asituationin which someone pretender to believe something
that they donot redlly believe.

Ponnaishurt at being left out of fertility rituals. Kali shamesat being considered asimportant by his
friendsand relatives. After that childless couplefinally decidesto searchthereason for ther infertility. By the
hel p of an astrol oger they understand the curses on family and they havebelievethat the astrologer might offer
them a solution. But it is the beginning of their misery. A superstitious belief in the novel is that “To receive
something from a woman in white is like receiving something from the goddess herself.” Ponna does not
conceive after six months of her marriage. Which arise doubt of her pregnancy to Kali’s mother. So her
mother inlaw decidesto give her treatment to bear achild. Her mother in law uses many bitter shoots and
neem |leavesto prepare the medi cine. Some unwise thingsare questioned in thisnove that influence socia
conflicts.

The society dwaysgossi pscrazy thingsand meddletheir noseinto the privatelifeand persond matters
of others. Kali and Ponnaenjoy their married life. But having no offspring after the lapse of twelveyears, it
gradually becomes an unhappy one. They are suggested to observe somereigiousrituasto haveat least one
for continuing thegeneration. They arerecommended to attend eighteenth day religiousceremony existedin
their caste since ancient time. Kali objected to this ritual to follow. Ponna’s mother and mother-in-law convince
her and she is sent to the festival without Kali’s knowledge. It is natural for the traditional ritual-bound society
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to accept itswoman with another man for awhile, for one night. Asthe mythical hold of theritual practice
helpssustain theritual and encourageswomanto participateinit. By giving someother , man purely false,
divineand mythologica form, shecan agreefor adivineunion asper the primitivebdlief. Superdtitiousrdigious
beliefsare considered aspart of Indian culture and their causessocial conflictsin India Particularly inrura
areas peoplefollow thesekindsof beliefs. Thisbeliefsare practiceto raiseor maintainfamily status. Thislead
them to thewrong path. Even new peopleareready to do anything for their betterment.

CONCLUSION

Socid conflictsinvariousformsaffect human lifegreetly. Thesociety has conflicts mostly against women.
Dueto thesewomen aways strugglefor their identity, dignity, reputation and gender equality. Asthey face
domestic violence, reproductiverights, independenceetc., addressing these challengesinvol ves promoting
awareness, changing social norms and advocating for policiesthat support gender equality and overall
development. Primarily casteisacultura or ideological system, atraditiona way of life. Today castereforms
thesocid thoughtsand shapetheliving patterns. Caste reformsare essentiad in modern day timefor fostering
equdity and social justice and thereby doing devel opment of the society. To build amore equitable society,
addressing caste based prejudi ces and di scrimination and promoting inclusivity arevery much needed. There
isaneed to promote awareness about harmful effects of caste based prejudicesand discrimination. Religious
reformsareurgent needsof thetime. Reformsin hisspheremake prevent objectionableincidentsin futureand
may savelifeof people. Socia reformsmay contributeto improvethelife of common folkswho are chained
by thesocia customsto livethelifewithout dignity. Perumal Murugan through hiswriting One Part Woman
wantsto abolish societa conflictstoform egalitarian society.
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