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ABSTRACT

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyaisone of the
foremost leader during our struggle for
independence. Heplaying a pivotal rolein shaping
the values and Principles of contemporary India.
In his role as the founder of Banaras Hindu
University, he had a vision to providing Indian
youth with a holistic education encompassing
modern scientific knowledge, practical training,
ethical principles, and a comprehensive study of
the arts. He actively utilized various platforms to
advance the cause of education and formulate
policies aimed to ensuring high-quality learning.
He ardently advocated for universal and
compulsory primary education, underscoring the
importance of nurturing a scientific mindset. His
ultimate goal was to harmoniously blend India’s
rich heritage of learning with the progressive
scientific Ideas of the western world. Malaviya
conceived a unique model of education based on
the value of integration, harmony and peace,
deriving from our rich cultural heritage and
combining the same with science, reason and an
inquisitive mind, much like the way he shaped and
formed the BHU. This is very well expressed in
the motto of this pioneering institution, which
suggests: “The end of all knowledge is the
attainment of immortality”. For Malaviya the
essence of our education system must be openness
and acceptance of noble thoughts from all
directions, and also sending out its own message
to the outer world.
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INTRODUCTION

Madan M ohan Malaviyaispopularly known asMaaviyaji Maharg and the nation reverently called
him Mahamana. Pandit Madan M ohan Mdaviyaplayed significant rolein Indian publiclifefor well over fifty
years. Four times president of the Indian Nationa Congress. Eight timesof theAll IndiaHindu Maha Sabha,
and twiceof theAll IndiaHindi SahityaSammelan, the gamut of hispubliclifewaswide enoughtoinclude
political, Social, educationa and religiousactivities, and he has apersonality which enabled himto play a
prominent, roleinall of themwith equal felicity. Many of hisideasand actionsaroused lively controversies,
particularly his championship of Hindi and his efforts at the consolidation of Hindu society. Pandit Malaviya’s
was agreat Politician and agreat |eader of our freedom movement. But politicswas not sole vocation of
Pandit Maaviya. Hewasagreat leader of the Hindu Community and played avita rolein regeneration and
uplift of Hindu Society and culture.

Pandit Malaviya Said that therewas no subject of great importancefor thewelfare of the peoplethan
education, and the best thing that the government should do for the protection and preservation of the people
wastogivethemright kind of education. Hefelt theneed for educationdl themore. All through hismembership
of the UPlegidativefor council, heremained an ardent supporter of the cause of primary education. Inthe
council he often complained that in adequate share of public fund wasalotted for education; that whilethere
wasagreat demand for moreschooal, i nsufficient attention waspaid to Primary educationin India. He contended
that it was the luke warmness and parsimony of the Government of Indiathat accountsfor the want of
satisfactory Progressin Primary education, rather than the indifference of more advanced and ambitious
classesand added that it wasthe primary duty of the stateto provide education for thewhole of the school -
going population. Malaviya lent his powerful support to Gokhales resolution on” elementary education” in the
Imperial Legislative Council in 1911 and B.N Sharma’s resolution on Primary Education 1917, which asked
theImprial Government to makeit universal compulsory freewithinfifteen years.

Malaviyaattached specid importanceto primary education they believed that without primary education
astablefoundation of industria and technical education could not belaid, nor agricultureimprovement effected.
Ma aviyaconvinced that Primary education wasthe basis of education of every other description. So he
pleaded the compul sory, universal and freedementary education for boysand girls. Thiswould he maintained,
solvethe problemsof ignorance, untouchability and communal bitterness, and promote sanitary habit among
the people. It was capabl e of making people physically, morally and intellectually more efficient to protect
themsdvesinmilitary warfareand economic war. It would helpin raising status of women and harijans.

Asregardsthe curriculum of Primary Education, Maaviya, wanted that the courses should be made
more practical. In general, he recommended ‘book reading’ and ‘useful arts’ for boys till the age of fifteen. He
wanted Drawing and Manual training along with Sanskrit and religiousinstruction form apart of Education.
He urged the “necessity of introducing the optional Course in elementary chemistry and physics. Compulsory
Primary Educationwastheruleinal thecivilised countriesof theworld. Ma aviyademanded statutory provison
to be madefor enforcing compul sory education and he submitted that the principle of compulsion had to be
introduced whenit wasclearly for thebenefit of the people. For Compul sory education hugefund berequired.
For the sake of education he suggested on education ‘cess’ might be imposed. Even fresh taxation might be
resorted to. He suggested that |oca bodiesbe required to contribute afair and fixed portion of theirincome
towardstheeducation fund.

Medium of Instruction

Maaviyawasdefinitdy of theview that the mother-tongue of apeopleistheproper medium of indruction
for the people. He was convinced that once the Government and the Public decided that vernacul ar text-
bookswould be used in the School, within twelve months enough Vernacul ar Literature would beready.
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Secondary Education and Scheme of Technical Education

Secondary Education is an important link between the Primary and University education. In Malaviya’s
scheme Secondary Education comprised High School and Intermediate Education, covering the students
between the age group of fourteen and el ghteen. He wished Secondary Education to be so constituted asto
enablethe studentsto follow the University lecturers properly; and wasthey to discontinuetheir studiesthey
should beableto earntheir living. Tothat end thelaid stressonindustrial education dongwith theteaching of
science. Hewished each district to have at least one Intermediate college. He opposed the attempt to reduce
the number of Secondary English schoolswhichheheld werelikelittlelamps, whichlight up the humblehuts.

He had sketched an el aborate Scheme of industrial and technical education on the pattern of Japan.
Technica educationwouldincludetraining in e ectrical and mechanical engineering, genera technological,
chemistry, handicraftsart industries and agriculture and for each trade he envisaged ascheme of education.
The schemein genera was concerned with creation of asecondary school for each trade with a college of
Technology or apolytechnique Ingtitute at thetop so far asindustria education concerned. Abovethemwas
theUniversity to providefacilitiesfor higher education and research. For instance, hedemanded that at |east
oneinditutionin U.P. For givingingtructionin manufacturesand oneinditutionin givingindructionin handicraft
should be establishedin every district. In case of Textilesand sugar industries he suggested that &t | east one
secondary technical school be opened in each district. These Institutionswould train peoplefor thejob of
managersand foremen and they would impart instruction in weaving, dyeing, printing, carpentry, smithy etc.
Asregard agriculture, education, hewould start instruction in agriculturein middle school . Therewould bean
independent course of study in agricultureleadingto adegreein agriculture,

Malaviyaexpressed his deep sense of sorrow that in matter of education of girls. He pleaded that
women be allowed to take up higher education. He was confident that nothing untoward would happen if
women taketo education. Hewasvery much impressed by therolethat women playedinthenational lifein
western countries ¢ Like them he wanted the Indian women to take part in national life of India, and for that
education hasessential.

Malaviyawanted our schoolsand collegesto produce young men who knew the culture, history and
traditionsof the country and at the sametimefeltinspired by it. Education must help Studentsto devel op their
critical faculties. To Maaviya, training of the spirit wasno lessimportant than the training of the body and
mind. He attached great importance to instruction in religion. He was convinced that “properly understood
and taught, it will promote harmony and happinessamong al mankind. Ma ayivaattached to physicd training
including military training. Maaviyaviewed the problem of education from awideangle. To him, theproblem
of education which was at the root of all progress was the problem of humanity”. The task before the educator
was how to shape humanity in future, how to change humanity’s ideas into harmony, peace and goodwill. He
wanted school curriculato be organizedin such amanner that all school shal beteaching certainlessonsin
commonto all children of mankind that hatred and ill-will shall be banned. Malaviyawas convinced that
education would solveal the problemsof mankind. Maaviyahad acomprehensive scheme of education. He
co-related education not only with the culture of the country and with man’s character but also with patriotism,
spirit of socia serviceand loyally to the motherland. It wasintimately rel ated withindustria and agricultura
development of thenation,

B.H.U.- Concept of a University

Malaviya - A University isaPlacewhere al knowledgeistaught by itsteachersto all who seek to
acquireit, whereeducation isfound to good purpose and where receiving constant extension. It shall gather
roundit collegiateingtitutionsproud of affiliation whosestudentshousedisresidentid quartersindoseconnection
with the parent. According to Malaviya’s a University was a seat for the advancement of the highest learning
for thediscovery and development of talent; for the promotion of scientific Knowledge and research and
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elevation of professional of standards. Malaviya’s University tried more to be independent of the government
asit successfully ressteditsdictationin mattersof internd discipline. Maaviyawished to seelndian Universities
asrespected for their high standard achievement asthe Western Universities. University education, according
to Maaviyawasthemost important branch of education which affected the materia progressand industrial
prosperity of anation. It wasatraining groundfor life. Therefore, he stressed that moremoney begiventothe
Universtiesfor growth and moderni sation. Hemaintained that cry for educationd efficiency hasbeenresponsble
for thesacrificeof agreat dedl of educationa progress. The successof University education would depend to
alargeextent upon efficient and tal ented teacherswho by reason of their culture cresteauniversity aimosphere,
that isaUniversdity of fedingsand sentiments. For that, it wasessentid that university should havethefullest
measure of freedom in selection of professors. Maaviyainsisted that the sel ection of professorsshould be
made on thebasisof merit.

B.H.U.

Theideaof aresidential and teaching university; denominational in character, free from government
control and with apopul ar basewas something new. Ma aviyaexplained thereasonsfor the creation of anew
University. Thepamphlet envisaged aresidentia University theformation of character in youth uponthesolid
foundations of religion. being oneof itsprincipal objects, and that it would produce teachersof religionlike
christianMissonariesequippedwith libera education; that would preserveand promoteancient Indian literature,
that it would providereligiousinstructionwhichtheexisting Universitieslacked. It would produce engineers,
scientists etc. who would established factoriesand revive national industries. Theoriginal scheme underwent
revisonin Courseof time. For instance; themedium of ingtructionintherevised schemewasdeterminedto be
English in place of “one of the vernaculars of the country”, that is Hindi. Malaviya refuted the contention that
the new university would foster or strengthen separati st tendencies. He said that the B.H.U. would beade-
nominationa ingtitution and not asectarian one, it would promote abroad liberal outlook and religious Spirit
- Maaviyawase ected pro- Vice-chancel lor must against hiswisheson 19" Jan 1919 and on resignation of
Sri Sivaswami Aiyar hewas el ected the vice-chancellor. He held that post for an unbroken span of twenty
years. Hecameto symbolisethe Banaras Hindu University. TheBanaras Hindu University ssood on adifferent
footing from other Universities. Thuswhile other universitieswere established in pursuance of the genera
policy of theGovernment to increasethefacilitiesfor higher education in the country, theHindu University was
established inresponseto public demand. Sri RadhaKrishnan claimed it tobeanational ingtitutionin aspecia
sense of the word. Malaviya claimed it to be a people’s University- a poor man’s University; No one can deny
it’s all India character. The University promoted among its students a national patriotic look. Sir C.VV Raman
maintained that, the B.H.U. was aliving embodiment of the spirit of new India, Thewholeschemeof the
B.H.U. appeared to have been so planned asto produce amodern Hindu. Thereare universitiesel sewhere,
but hardly one of them wasthework mainly of man asthe B.H.U.

Popularisation of Hindi

Asearly as1919, Maaviyaargued that, of al the Indian languages, Hindi had better claim for being
madethe national language of India. M orethan thirteen and half croresout of thirty-two croresof theIndian
popul ation (Census 1919) spokeand understood Hindi. Besides, it wasfollowed inthe marketsat thetrade
and religiouscentres spread al over India, and many of the Hindu religiousbookswerein Hindi. It wasthe
onelanguagethat Peopleliving in non-Hindi provinces, and the Indiansliving abroad, followed. Hewas
further convinced that neither Provincial language was capabl e of being madethe national languageof India.
Besides being a foreign and a difficult language, English was understood by a very small section of India’s
population. Asto the problem of enriching Hindi, Malaviyawanted the Hindi protagoniststo follow the
exampleof theEnglishlanguage. TheEnglishhad enriched ther literature by trandatingforeignwork in English.
Hindi People could do the same. They could trand ate good foreign work in Hindi. He planned ascheme of
preparing an Encyclopaediain Hindi withthe help of eminent scholars. Hewas convinced that the government
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could do alot inthisbehalf. He a so warned against attemptsto make changesin devnagri a phabets. He
maintained that Nagri characters had assumed ashape after countries of growth and that any changeinthe
script would maketheentireHindi. Literatureathing of the past fit to be preserved in the museum. Besidesit
would adversdly affect Indian culture. Heremained abeliever in smple, easy and lucid Hindi in Devanagari
script, whichwas neverthelessHindi inlook aswell asin spirit. Thethemeof histhird speech delivered from
theHindi SahityaSammelan platform wasawarning against the attempt to distort and disfigure Hindi inthe
name of national language. To popularise Hindi and to seeit receive aPlacein the court, schoolsand the
government offices, were hislifel ong obj ectivesto which he devoted hisenergies, and hisagitation for Hindi
brought success. Hewasthefirst to make Hindi the medium of answering in High school Examination his
Universty. Hea so encouraged and financidly helped Hindi writersin writerstext booksin Hindi.

Malaviya’s contribution to Hindi Day chiefly as a promote and propounded of Hindi rather than being
anorigina writer or contributor to theenrichment of Hindi literature, However we haveto expressour gratitude
tohimfor thegrest role he played in presenting and popul arizing Hindi and bringing it to the tagewherefree
Indiaadopted it astheofficia language of the nation.

The influence of Malaviya’s educational Ideas is depict in several aspect of the contemporary educational
system. Whichareasfollow- Holistic Education, val ues-based education cultura integration, practical learning,
use of technology, global perspectives with cultural roots. In essence, the enduring influence of Pandit Malaviya’s
educationd idessliesin their adaptability to the evol ving needs of education. Hisvision continuestoinspire
education educators and policymakers striving to create acontemporary Educational system that not only
impartsknowledgebut also nurtures characters, inclusivity and asense of responsbility.

CONCLUSION

Knowledgeremainsthe biggest sourcefor balance of power in contemporary times. Inthepast, India
has always been recogni sed as an epitome of civilisational wisdom. But at atimewhen the systemisfaced
with serious challenges, Malaviya’s vision for education finds much relevance and contemplation today for
both our |eadership and educationists. Thesamewas echoed at the 2009 worl d conferenceon Higher Education
which noted that Higher Education must pursuethe goasof equity, relevance and quality s multaneoudly. In
the present age driven by consumerism and capitaism.

Malaviya’s vision of education, establishing it as the most honored value against wealth, must form the
guiding forceto formulated and execute educationa policies. And wecan seeMaaviyavisionon 2020 NEP
programme and U.G.C. Malaviya’s Mission Teacher Training programme. At a time when the education
sector is faced with serious challenges, Malaviya’s vision finds relevance and a reason to contemplate.
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