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Preface

My goal in developing this book was to provide an overview of
all the significant subjects in the field of library and information science
and to place them in their proper context. I have not gone into great
length on any of the topics because each topic has a broad spectrum
itself. Instead, [ have identified the subjects and problems, provided a
brief description and illustration of how they relate to one another, clarified
the jargon and indicated where further information is available. I believe
the outcome provides a useful overview of the “Rise of Hybrid Libraries
Balancing Physical & Digital Era.” Although practitioners should be able
to access it, its primary beneficiary should be students and researchers
studying library and information science and related fields.

I have covered hybrid libraries in great depth. [ have mostly
limited myself to an outline with references for areas like RFID
technology, library automation, digital library management, and ICT tools
and techniques.

Although I have made an effort to provide current material, I
have concentrated on fundamental ideas that shouldn’t get out of context
too soon because I am aware that books can become out of date quickly
if they try to provide too much detail. My book differs slightly from
other information sciences texts in its emphasis. I have focused on
concepts, theories & Practical approach because I think that having a
solid grasp of them will be more beneficial in the long run than knowing
the ins and outs of the systems, services and methods that are in use
now. [ have also placed a strong emphasis on the historical aspect since
in my opinion it is critical to comprehend the origins of the subject, its
components, and the reasons behind some current phenomena.

It is my intention that the book’s content will provide readers
with enough background information to grasp the subject matter, and
that they will consult the references for more information and examples
on the topics that most interest them.
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