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ABSTRACT

This paper explores the evolution of
educational policies in India, focusing on the
National Policy on Education (NPE) 1986 and the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. NPE 1986
was introduced to promote equality and accessto
education, emphasizing vocational training,
technical education, and the eradication of
disparities. However, it largely maintained a
content-heavy, examination-centric approach,
which led to challenges in fostering critical
thinking and creativity. In contrast, NEP 2020
represents a paradigm shift towards a more
holistic, flexible, and inclusive education system.
It emphasi zes competency-based lear ning, critical
thinking, and the integration of technology to
prepare students for the 21st-century global
landscape. By comparing the objectives, curricular
approaches, assessment methods, and inclusivity
measures of both policies, this paper highlightsthe
transformative vision of NEP 2020. It also
discusses the challenges and realities of
implementing such ambitious reforms, drawing
lessons from the implementation of NPE 1986 to
provide insights for the successful realization of
NEP 2020’ goals. This paper underscores the
importance of adapting education policiesto meet
the evolving needs of society and the global
knowledge economy.

KEY WORDS

NEP 2020, NPE 1986, Curriculum
Development, Assessment Reform, Inclusivity in
Education, Educational Reform.

www.shodhsamagam.com
A Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Referred, Quarterly, Multi Disciplinary

741

and Bilingual International Research Journal



Ashokkumar Baldevbhai Prgapati

ISSN : 2581-6918 (), 2882-1792 (F)) gyopH SAMAGAM Page No. 741 - 750

Year-07, Volume-07, |ssue-04

INTRODUCTION

Education serves asthe cornerstone of national development, shaping the future of societies and
economies. InIndia, theevolution of educeationa policiesreflectsthe changing prioritiesand aspirationsof the
nation. Two pivota policiesinthistrgectory arethe National Policy on Education (NPE) of 1986 and the
National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020. Both policiesrepresent significant milestonesintheIndian education
system, yet they address different challenges and aspirationsin their respective eras. The NPE 1986 was
introduced during aperiod marked by socio-economic transition and the need for educational reform. At that
time, Indiafaced numerous challenges, including disparitiesin educational access, afocusonrotelearning,
and the necessity to align education with nationa devel opment goals. The primary objectives of NPE 1986
wereto promote national integration, ensure equitabl e accessto education, and address gender and social
inequalities. Thepolicy emphas zed theimportance of vocational education and technica skillsto support the
country’s industrial growth, reflecting the economic priorities of the 1980s. It also aimed to enhance teacher
education and integrate technol ogy into school sto improve educational outcomes. Theimplementation of
NPE 1986 encountered several challenges. The policy’s focus on standardized examinations and content-
heavy curriculaoftenled to an education sysemthat prioritized memorization over criticd thinking. Furthermore,
disparitiesin educationa accesspersisted, particularly for marginaized communities. Thevisonof acommon
school system and the eradiication of gender disparitieswere hampered by inadequatefunding and infrastructurd
limitations. Theseissueshighlighted the need for amore nuanced approach to education reform.

NEP 2020, the educational landscape in India had changed dramatically. Rapid technological
advancements, globdization, and agrowing emphasison skillsand innovation necessitated anew approach to
education policy. TheNational Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emerged asaresponseto these evol ving needs.
NEP 2020 marksasignificant departurefrom its predecessor, focusing on creating an education system that
isinclusive, flexible, and oriented towardsholistic development. The policy amstotransform Indian education
by fostering critical thinking, creetivity, and problem-solving skills, preparing studentsfor the complexities of
the 21st century.One of the key innovations of NEP 2020 isits emphasi s on acompetency-based approach
to education. Thepolicy introducesanew curricular structure, known asthe 5+3+3+4 system, which aligns
with cognitive developmenta stagesand aimsto provideamore balanced and comprehensiveeducation. This
structure replacesthetraditional 10+2 system, focusing on early childhood care and education (ECCE),
foundationd literacy and numeracy, and theintegration of vocational education at the secondary level. NEP
2020 also advocatesfor the reduction of curriculum content to core essentials, allowing for deeper learning
and the development of critical skills.Another significant shiftin NEP 2020 isits approach to assessment.
Moving away from high-stakes examinations, the poli cy promotes continuous and comprehensive eva uation
methodsthat emphasi ze student growth and learning. Formative assessments, proj ect-based eva uations, and
digital tools are encouraged to provide a more accurate picture of students’ abilities and progress. This
approach aligns with the policy’s broader goal of reducing academic stress and fostering a more supportive
learning environment.NEP 2020 takes a proactive stance on ensuring equitabl e accessto education for all,
including children with specia needs and those from socio-economical ly disadvantaged backgrounds. The
policy proposestheestablishment of Special Education Zones (SEZS) in underserved areas and emphasi zes
the use of technology to bridge educationa gaps. Thisfocusoninclusivity buildsuponthefoundationa efforts
of NPE 1986 but aimsto addressthe shortcomingsidentified duri ng itsimplementation. Thispaper acomparative
analysis of NEP 2020 and NPE 1986, examining how the latter’s goals and strategies have influenced the
current policy. By eva uating theobjectives, curricular gpproaches, assessment methods, and indusivity messures
of both policies, the paper seeksto understand how NEP 2020 builds upon and divergesfromits predecessor.
Additionally, it will address the challenges of implementing NEP 2020 and provideinsightsinto how the
lessons learned from NPE 1986 can inform the successful realization of NEP 2020’s transformative vision.
Through thisanaysis, the paper aimsto contribute to adeeper understanding of the evolution of educational
policy inIndiaand itsimplicationsfor thefuture of education.
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Objectives
The NEP 2020 includes various measures to increase the quality and breadth of India’s education
system.
Theamsof thisinvestigation areasfollows:
To Draw Attention To The Salient Features Of NPE 1986.
NEP 2020’s Salient Features To Be Highlighted.
To Compare NEP 1986 with NEP2020 in India.
To comprehend the basic outline of NEP 2020°s revolutionary idea.
Understand the advantages and di sadvantages of NEP 2020.

Research Methodology

The paper isqualitative and theoretica in nature. The paper utilizes secondary datafromjournals,
newspapers, and theinternet. Thetechnique beginswith aconceptual discussion of the NEP 2020 and NPE
1986. Thefocusof thisarticleisthe comparison of NPE 1986 with the current educationa policy of India
NEP 2020

Significance of The Study

The NEP 2020’s approach to higher education aligns better with the changing demands of society and
thejob market. Itsemphasis on transdisciplinary |earning, research, technol ogy, and flexibility prepares
studentsto excel inarapidly changing global landscape and make va uabl e contributionsto innovation and
development.

To Draw Attention to the Salient Features of NPE 1986

Theideawasoutlinedin the 1985 assessment of the current educeationd system by theIndian Government.
“Challenge of Education: A Policy Perspective”. Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi introduced the National
Policy on Educationin May 1986. The new education policy wasintended to prepare Indiafor the 21st
century.

1. Accessto, enrolmentin, and retentionin schoolsfor al children up totheage of 14.

2. Educationqudity can beimproved by enhancing theschool environment, implementing child-centered
and activity-centered teaching methods, conducting ongoing assessmentsal year long, eliminating al
formsof physical punishment, maintai ning the e ementary school policy of never failingaclass, and
setting up the necessary facilitiesin primary schools.

3. Settingup of NavodayaVidyaayawas another landmark in the history of education

4. The policy emphasized on inclusion of motor-handicapped children in normal schools and the
arrangement of special schoolsat district headquarters.

5. A nationa education system based on thewd | recognized 10+2+3 framework was proposed by NPE
in1986.

6. Inisolatedlocations, such asashramsor residentia schoolsintriba communities, e ementary schools
should be established.

7. Settingup informa education for kidswho havedropped out of school, arein between schools, or live
inareaswithout schools

8. Itsuggested addingthe+2level tothenationa curriculum.

9. ThelndiraGandhi National Open University wasestablished in 1985, further expanding the Open
Univergty system.

YV V VY
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Placed astrong emphasison the cregation of new collegesand institutionsaswell asadult education.
Systemic reorientation to support gender equality, hiring ingtructorsfrom marginalized communities,
and hiring peoplewith disabilities.

TheNPE and POA stressed the use of regiona languagesasthemedium of instruction at theuniversity
level and went into great detail about theideaof language devel opment. At the school level, instruction
should be conducted in the mother tongue.

To support the efforts of the State Councils of Educational Research and Training (SCERT), certain
secondary teacher education ingtitutes ought to beimproved.

TheNationa Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) should be given thetool sand capacity it needsto
certify teacher educationingtitutionsand offer recommendationsfor curriculaandingtructiond strategies.

The establishment of District Institutes of Education and Training (DIET) isnecessary in order to
provide pre-service and in-servicetraining for elementary school teachersaswell asnon-formal and
adult education.

Equal accessto education, particularly for women and underrepresented groups.

Fromincreasing scholarshipsto hiring moreinstructorsfrom the designated categoriesand providing
financial aidto encouragelow-incomefamiliesto attend their kidsto school onaregular basis.
Common school curricula, minimum learning levels, val ueeducation, therol e of mediaand educeationa
technology, work experience, and afocus on teaching science, math, and physical education were
some of the policy’s key components.

Nep 2020’s Salient Features to be Highlighted

Numerousreformsin both higher education and schooling, including technica education, aresuggested

under theNationa Education Policy 2020. TheNationa Educetion Policy 2020 mentionsanumber of activities
and actionitemsthat can beimplementedin both higher education and schools. Thefollowing are specifics of
NEP 2020’s key characteristics:

1.

2.
3.
4

10.

1.
12.
13.

Ensuring universal accessfrom pre-primary throughgrade 12 at al educational levels.
Ensuring dl children aged threeto six receivehigh-quality early childhood care and instruction.
A New Pedagogica and Curricular Framework (5+3+3+4)

Thereareno strict divisions between academic and vocational streams, between extracurricular and
curricular activities, or between theartsand sciences.

A focus on encouraging multilingualismand Indian languages; themother tongue, homelanguage, loca
language, or regiond languagewill bethe medium of instruction until at least Grade5, but ideally until
Grade 8 and beyond.

Assessment reforms: Board exams may be administered up to twicein asingle school year, oncefor
the primary exam and oncefor improvement.

LaunchingtheNational Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Mission.

Fair andinclusiveeducation: Socidly and economicaly disadvantaged groups (SDGs) receive particular
attention.

Sturdy and open hiring proceduresfor educatorsand performance-based hiring.

Theestablishment of PARAKH (PerformanceAssessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledgefor
Holistic Development), anew national assessment centre.

The State School StandardsA uthority (SSSA) was established.
Being exposed to occupationd training within the educationd system
Raising GER to 50% in postsecondary education
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14. Multidisciplinary and holistic education with avariety of accessand exit points

15. TheAcademic Bank of Credit was established.

16. Egablishment of theNationd Research Foundation (NRF) and Multidisciplinary Education and Research
Universties(MERUS)

17.  Specid Education Zonesfor underprivileged areasand popul ations, aswel | asadistinct gender inclusion
fund

18. TheCommon Entrance Exam for HEI Admission will beoffered by NTA

19. TheGrossEnrollment Ratio (GER) will rise as open and remotelearning are expanded.

20. TheCenter andthe Stateswill collaborateto boost public spending on education sothat it reaches 6%
of GDPassoon aspossible.

21. TheHigher Education Commission of India(HECI), whichisthesingleumbrellaorganization for the
promotion of the higher education sector, including teacher education but not medica or lega education,
has separatebodiesfor standard-setting (the Generd Education Council), funding (theHigher Education
GrantsCouncil), accreditation (the Nationd Accreditation Council (NAC), and regulation (the Nationa
Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC).

22. Theestablishment of anindependent agency for the higher education systemwill include professional
education asafundamental component.

23. TheNationa Educationa Technology Forum (NETF) will offer aforum for the unrestricted sharing of
ideasregarding the use of technol ogy to improve administration, planning, assessment, and learning.

24.  Srengthening of the Centra Advisory Board of Education to ensure coordinationto bring overal focus
onquality educeation.

DIMENSIONS NPE 1986 NEP 2020
Released By Govt. of India, Ministry of Education Ministry of Human Resource Development
GER Ratio Gross Enrolment Ratio- 26.3% (2018) Gross Enrolment Ratio -50% (2035)
Academic Structure | 10+2 format 5+3+3+4 format
Age Break The break-up of age: 6-16, 16-18 Break-up of age: 3- 8, 8-11, 11-14, 14- 18
Languages 3 languages Hindi, English, and theregional | 3 language- by state, region, and choice of student

Stream Separation

Hard separation- Art, Commerce, Science

No hard separation between Art, Commerce, and Science. All will
be mixed with the curriculum

would be created to act as aset of rulesfor the
examining bodies, who would then be able to
modify and adapt the framework to fit the
needs of the various circumstances.

Board Exam Based on memorizing, facts used to be held | Based on core competencies students are allowed to take the exam
once ayear twice a year

School Education The elementary system comprising Syears of | School education would be 12 years of schooling with 3 years of
primary and 3 years of upper primary and 2 | Anganwadi /pre primary
years of high school education

Report Card Report card to have reviewed by teachers Report card to have reviewed by teachers, peers, and students

Percent of GDP Education sector to get 4.5% of the GDP Education sector to get 6% of the GDP

E-Courses Introduction of elective computer science | E-courses will be developed in regional languages and virtua labs
courses at a higher secondary level during the | will be developed and a National Educationa Technology Forum
7th Plan (NETF) is being created

PTR It is recommended that the PTR be 30:1 at A pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) of under 30:1 will be ensured at the
the primary level and 35:1 at the higher level of each schoal.
primary level.

Test Conducted by A National Examination Reform Framework | National Testing Agency (NTA)- It will conduct aptitude tests and

exams in the science, humanities, languages, arts, and vocational
subjects,
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Credit Scoring Nothing said about Credit Scoring Multiple entry and exit options for incomplete courses. Their
credits will be transferred through Academic Bank Credits (ABC)
Aims of Higher | The main objective of the National Policy of | It aims at building the overall personality of students by
Education Education of 1986 and Programme of Action, | strengthening infrastructure for open and distance learning, and
of 1992 was to establish a national system of | online education and increasing the use of technology in education
education that implies that al students
irrespective of caste; creed, sex, and religion
have access to education of comparable
quality
MPhil Degree First M.Phil., then Doctorate could be pursued | New Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the government has advised
that the MPhil program should be discontinued.
Controlling Controlling  Authority UGC, AICTE | Controlling Authority- HECI (Higher Education Commission of
Authority (Technical), ICAR (Agriculture), BCI (Legal), | India) except Medical and Legal. The four divisions are the
CCIM (Medicdl), ICAI, ICSI, CBSE, | Nationa Accreditation Council (NAC) for accreditation, the
NCERT, etc. Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC) for funding, the

General Education Council (GEC) for standard-setting, and the
National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC) for
regulation.

Adult Education

NPE envisions adult education as a tool for
addressing gender, socia, and economic
inequalities. The new National Programme of
Adult Education's (NPAE) main goad is to
educate the approximately 100 million people
in the 15-35 age range, including literacy.

Effective and creative government programs for adult education,
especially to support community engagement and the seamless and
advantageous integration of technology.

Vocational Education

The NPE 1986 placed a high importance on
vocational education, which will be a remote
stream that aims to prepare students for a
variety of jobsin arange of fields.

According to NEP 2020, by 2025, at least 50% of learners shall
have vocationa exposure through school and higher education. It
is expected that every youngster learn at |least one profession and
be exposed to a number of others.

Curriculum

The curriculum was designed by Curriculum
Development Centres (CDCs), and various
CDCs were to be set up to foster the needs of
speciaization and application oriented study

New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure: With an emphasis on
Early Childhood Care and Education, Accreditation norms are to
be made to categorize the autonomous colleges and universities
into Research oriented and Teaching oriented based on their
curriculum

Teachers Training

Policies were made for the training of teachers
for al levels from elementary schooling to
higher education

4-yr., 2-yr., and 1- yr. B.Ed. programs to be provided by al HEIs
based on the no. of years the candidate has taken up under
graduation

E-content

Lack of regional language e-content

E-content in total 8 languages

Multiple entry and exit
options

With regaad to credit storage for
postsecondary education, this is the primary
distinction between the two schemes.

Multiple entry and exit options for incomplete courses. Their credits will
be transferred through Academic Bank of Credits

multidisciplinary

No such policy

By 2030, every district should have at least one sizable

institution multidisciplinary institution.

1T No such policy 11 Tswill include multidisciplinary like arts, humanities etc.

Bag less policy No such policy Bag- less days encouraged

Exam Exam- Each year up to class 12 Exam- class 3, 5, 8, 10, 12

Pedagogical Structure | 10+2+3 5+3+3+4

Degree Completion The degree will be provided After 3or 4 Years Offers multiple options with 1 year of training and 2 years of diploma
Vocationa Studies No such policy From class 6th, along with an internship

Entrance Test Multiple One

Scores Based on secured marks Based on 360° Performance Evaluation

To Comprehend the Revolutionary Notion of NEP 2020 in its Brief Outline
Outlineof School education

1. Theexisting “10+2” school education structure will be replaced with a “5+3+3+4” structure, consisting
of the Foundational Stage (intwo parts, that is, 3 yearsof Anganwadi/pre-school + 2 yearsin primary
school in Grades 1-2; both covering ages 3-8), Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-5, covering ages 8-11),
Middle Stage (Grades 6-8, covering ages 11-14), and Secondary Stage (Grades 9-12, divided into
two stages for ages 14-18; 9 and 10 in the first phase and 11 and 12 in the second).

2. Studentsingrades?2, 5, and 8 will only takethree examsper academic year rather than al of them.

3. Althoughthey will be changed, board examsfor classes 10 and 12 will still beadministered. Therewill
betwo types of exams: descriptive and objective. To makethese examinations easier, they will be
administered twiceayear.
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To develop norms, standards, and guidelinesfor student assessment and eval uation, anew National
Assessment Center cdled PARAKH (PerformanceAssessment, Review, and Analysisof Knowledge
for Holistic Devel opment) will beformed.

For childrenagesoneto eight, NCERT will develop theNationa Curricular and Pedagogicd Framework
for Early Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE).

At least through Class 5 and preferably through Class 8, training should be conducted in the mother
tongueor regional language.

The policy’s objectives are to lessen the amount of coursework students must do and to enable them to
be more “inter-disciplinary” and “multilingual.”For instance, students will be able to mix their studies of
fashionwith physicsor chemistry with their studies of baking.

Vocationd education and coding will beoffered startingin Class6.

TheMidday Meal Schemewill cover breakfasts. 10. In order to guaranteethat all children between
the ages of three and six get high-quality early childhood care and education by 2025, NEP 2020
emphasizesthesignificanceof theearly years.

An Overview of Higher Education

It encouragesabroad, multidisciplinary undergraduate education with numerous optionsfor entry and

exit. The duration of the bachelor’s degree program could be three or four years. The following is how these
will beput into practice:

1.

10.

A certificatewill begiven after oneyear of study inaparticular field, and adiplomawill begiven after

two yearsof study.

Abachelor’s degree will be awarded upon completion of the three-year program.

It takes as little as one or two years to acquire a master’s degree. Graduates of four-year bachelor’s

programswith research are eigiblefor aone-year extension. For peoplewho have earned athree-

year bachelor’s degree, two years will be offered.

TheM.Phil. programwill nolonger be offered.

The establishment of the Higher Education Council of India(HECI) will oversee higher education.

Under HECI, four digtinct verticaswill exist:

» TheNationa Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC) would bethefirst vertical under
HECI. Itsobjectiveisto regul ate higher education, whichincludesteaching but not law or medicine.

» The National Accreditation Council (NAC), HECI’s second vertical, will function as a “meta-
accrediting body.”

» The Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC), HECI’s third vertical, will oversee the financing
and funding of higher educetion.

» The General Education Council (GEC), HECI’s fourth vertical, will decide on the ideal learning
godsfor programsin higher education.

To keep track of students’ academic credits, an electronic Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) will be

established.

By 2025, schoolsand higher educationinstitutionswill be ableto offer vocationa educationto at least

half of dl pupils.

Toincreasethe Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) from 26.3 percent in 2018 to 50% by 2035 in higher

education, including vocationa education.

Expanding higher education by 35 million spots.

TheNationd TestingAgency (NTA) will conduct univerdty entranceexamsacrossthenationin addition

toJEE Mainand NEET.
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11.

Thepolicy calsfor internationalizing educationin India. Foreign universitiesare now permitted to
establish campusesin India, with preferencegivento thetop 100 universitiesworldwide.

Outlineof Teacher Education

1. Inadditiontothe4-year integrated B.Ed., the HEI may providea2-year B.Ed. for studentswith a
Bachelor’s degree in a specialised topic. Students with a four-year bachelor’s degree in a specialised
fiedld may be€eigiblefor aone-year B.Ed.

2. Anew, comprehensive Nationa Curriculum Framework for Teacher Educationwill be developed by
the NCTE by 2021.

3. According tothe National Council of Teachers of Education (NCTE), the National Professional
Standardsfor Teachers (NPST) will be created by 2022.

Other Changes

1. ThelndianIndtituteof Trandation and Interpretation, aswell asthe Nationd Ingtitutesfor Pali, Persian,
and Procrit, will beformed.

2. Education spending will increasefrom 4.6 percent of GDPto 6%.

3. Todevelopand giveeducation towomen and transgender individuas, aGender Inclusion Fund will be
established.

4. TheMinistry of Human Resource Devel opment will betransferred to the Ministry of Education.

Under stand the Advantagesand Disadvantages of NEP 2020
Advantages

1. Theflexibility of the school system.

2. A gronger focuson hands-on learning will beimplemented startingin class6.

3. Raising the GDP’s allocation to education from 3% to 6%. No student will have their access to higher
educati on denied because of financia limitations.

4. Studentscan achievesuccessin thefid dsthey have s ected thanksto theinterdisciplinary approach to
curricula

5. Severd entry-exit optionsareavailablein higher education.

6. Choicesfor credit transfers

7. Abank of credit for academicswill be established.

8. Littleoneswill nolonger haveto bear heavy burdens. Theuniversity would receive

9. Anextra3.5croreseats. improved computing proficiency at ayoung age. Coding will beintroduced

sartingwiththesixthgrade.

Disadvantages

1. Inaccordancewiththispolicy, instructionwill be conducted inthehome or regional language until at
least grade5, but idedlly until grade 8 and beyond. Children whose parentsareemployedintransferable
jobs, likethearmy or paramilitary, arethe problem. How arethey going to adapt?

2. Lessemphasisisplaced onthe Englishlanguageuntil fifth grade.

3. Codingisamandatory subject starting in class 6. However, given that many Indian schoolslack
computersand even el ectricity, how isit possibleto teach coding?

CONCLUSION

NEP 2020’s observations and suggestions are, in fact, progressive. It offers the educational system,

whichisdesigned to beflexibleand to beamark of qudity, anew look that canhel p shapelndiainto avibrant
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society that isinlinewith our rich cultural legacy. Although NEP 1986 established apool of educational
resources and trained human capital that aided in the devel opment of the value chain, NEP 2020 aimsto
produce human capital that will produce value propositions. Asthe new NEP 2020 is put into effect, the
Indian educationa systemwill get closer to meetinginternationa standards. According to an onlinesurvey of
1103 Indian students, almost 96.4% expressed optimism about the outcomes of the new policy’s implementation.
TheNEP, whichamsto relieve studentsof the burden of classroom instruction and exams, will becrucid in
shaping the nation’s future. But consistent, open implementation at all levels with fair resource distribution is
necessary for itssuccess. Only when thereis complete cooperation and collaboration among al parties,
supported by institutional procedures, can this enormous undertaking be accomplished. India’s educational
system has been devel oped with the aid of the two previous national educational policies, and one of the
platformsthat will beutilized istheaction plan for thethird national educational policy. Theoutputsof the
current national education policy’s action plan will be used to assess the policy’s effectiveness. This policy will
be successful if it concentrates on the underlying causes of the problemsand challengesit encounters.
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