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ABSTRACT

Theresearch paper focuses on the modified
version of the talk delivered by Chimamanda
ORIGINAL ARTICLE Ngoz Adichieat TEDxEusten in December 2012.
Its modified version isin the form of book entitled
We Should All Be Feminists. Adichie, being a
feminist in her views, desiresaworldwhichisfree
andfair to all human beings. Sheenvisagesaworld
which poise man and woman equal in all fields.
The paper examines the role assigned to women
by the society especially Nigerian which is
inappropriate from the point of view of feminists.
Through the personal anecdotes of Adichie,

Author attempt has been made to highlight the disparity
Prafulkumar Prakash Vaidhya, Ph.D. of treatment to male and female. This disparity
E-mail : prafulvaidya83@gmail.com comes in the way of human beings especially

women having a dream of fair world to befulfilled.
Though the lowest status quo of Nigerian woman
in her society is highlighted, it is not restricted to
Nigerian society but it isthe position of womenin
all countries. Therealistic presentation of various
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B INTRODUCTION
\ ChimamandaNgoziAdichie is a celebrity
feminis Nigerianwriter. Her literary writingsrangefrom
Plagiarism Checker X - Report short storiesto novel and to non-fiction.Adichiedeals
Originality Assessment with burning issues in the modern discourses of
6% feminisminher writings. She believesthat men and
e women arethetwo whed s of thesame chariot. The
S 56 AR chariot runs smoothly when the two wheels arein
Remarks: Low similarity detected, check with your supervisor if changes are required prope. arranganmt

Adichienarratesthat sheisfeminist right from
her childhood when shewasunknown to themeaning
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of the word “feminist’. Her close friend of childhood, Okoloma, called her feminist when she was of just
fourteen yearsold. However hisstatement wasironical. Histonerevea ed that it was not acomplement but
unkind comment like saying ‘you are supporter of terrorism’ (Adichie 8).

Another episode whichismentioned inthebook isof while goingfor the promotion of her nove cdled
Purple Hibiscus. It isabout aman who beatshiswife severely. She hasbeen advised by ajourndist that she
should not call herself afeminist. Hefurther saysthat feminists are women who are unhappy becausethey
cannot find husbands. Adichiebdievesthat itisafa seassumption of people concerning feminist. Thistypeof
assumption may create animba anced world. Thisnegativethinking against feminist must be dropped at the
earliest for thefair world.

Her childhood incident isto be narrated here which showsthe favoritism for boys. In her primary
school in Nsukka, thereisapractice of selecting classmonitor onthe basisof highest scorein aclasstest at
thebeginning of theterm. Shewantsto beaclassmonitor. Shescoresthe highest marksin theclass. But to her
surprise, sheis not selected as a class monitor. But a boy who had the second-highest score has been
selected. Her teacher said, “The monitor had to be a boy” (Adichie 12). She is interested and full of ambition
inbecoming aclassmonitor and patrolling theclass. But sheisnegated that onthebase of beingafemae. This
isnotafair selection. But il it ssemsnormal. When peopledo anything over and over again, it becomesquite
normal. By and large mostlyboys are made class monitor hence the teacher followed that. It isahabit of
peopleof seeing maleasahead of corporation, entrepreneur, etc., then it becomesvery natura of seeing men
astheheadsof all.

Adichievery strongly proposesthat gender matters everywherein theworld. Men are holding the
positions of power and prestige everywhere because of their being male. Hence she dreamsthat there should
be a fair world for women. She states “A fairer world. Aworld of happier men and happier women who are
truer to themselves” (Adhichie 25). For such type of fair world, she suggests to raise daughters and sons
differently. Thiswill hdptohavefar worldfor al human beings.

Adichefurther satesthat the ones ded compromisesin relationshipsplay very crucid rolein havingno
fair world. Marriageisavery complicated relationship becauseitisnot ablood tie. By and large compromises
are mostly made by thewomen folk. Women, supposein marriage, haveto sacrificetheir dream, acareer
goal and sometimeseven job for maintaining peacein marriage. Betty Friedan in her book The Feminine
Mystiqueholds the opinion that the search for identity is often considered to be man’s exclusive prerogative
whilewomen aretold that truly feminine women do not want career, higher education, political rights,
independence and other opportunities. Itismostly considered all over theworld that for women the greatest
happi ness and sati sfaction liesin marriageand motherhood. Thuswomen losetheir identity and autonomy in
marriage. Thisistrue not only for Nigerian women but al so for Indian womentoo.

Adichiefurther adds, thelanguagein marriageisoften alanguage of ownership and not alanguage of
partnership. All thishappen because of being socid anima sand our ideasareinterndized from our socidization.
Thisprovesdetrimenta for making thefar world.Adichiesatesthat if awomanisabreadwinner inareationship
with ahusband, she hasto pretend in public that sheisnot so. Otherwise shewill weaken the power and
prestige of her husband.

Women are expected to aspireto marriage. They are expected to makelife choicesadwayskeepingin
mind that marriageismost important for them. On the contrary men are not expected to do the same. Society
doesnot teach them to behavelikethat.\WWoman fedd smuch pressurefrom family, friendsand rel ativesif sheis
unmarried. Thepressureincreasesif she crossesthemarriageableage. It may be considered apersond failure
of awoman. Thisisnot the case with man. Hemay citethe reason of hisbeing unmarried asnot getting the
proper match. Woman may possibly never citethisreason. Thisisnot fair withwomenintheworld.
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Society teach girls shame. “Close your legs. Cover yourself” (33). Society teaches them this in such a
way likethey are guilty of something being bornfemae. But the sameisnot taught to boys. Thisisunfair.

Itisaknown fact without doubt that boysand girlsarebiologically different, but socialization exaggerates
thedifferences between them. Exampl e of cooking and cleaning can becited in thisregard. Women aremore
likely to do household chores than men. Here the question arises, “is it because women are born with cooking
gene or because over the years they have been socialized to see cooking as their role?” (Adichie 35). Ifitis
true, then why there are legion of cooks in the world who given the fancy title of ‘Chef”” are men. The
socidlization prescribestherolefor gendersthat poses problemsto havefair world. Thesocialization lay
down normswhich focus on how we should berather than recognizing how weare.

Adichiestatesan example of afamily whichisknownto her. Thisfamily hasason and adaughter who
areboth brilliant at school. They areayear apart in age. When the boy ishungry, the parents say tothegirl,
“Go and cook Indomie noodles for your brother” (Adichie 36). Now imagine, if a girl is hungry, will the
parents say the sameto boy? This reverse condition seems unimaginable and impossibletoo in the society
wherethe socidization fixes everything for aboy and agirl. It should belearned by al that cookingisavery
useful and practicdl lifeskill evenfor aboy. Thiswill helpto createthefair world for boysand girls.

Adichiecitesanother example of awoman who has same degreeand samejob asher husband. When
they come back home from thework, awoman hasto do most of thehousehold chores. If aman changesthe
baby’s nappy, she thanks him. Is there a need of thanking him? Isn’t it a normal and natural thing? Isn’tita
duty of aman (husband) of taking care of hischild?Answersto these questionsare negativefor thefirst and
affirmativefor therest. It isabounded duty of aman (husband) to take care of hiseither daughter or son. It
needsto be understood by al men and women and then we can havefair world.

CONCLUSION

Itisquiteclear that her personal experiencesand storiesrevolvearound theideaof struggleof femae
self and her continuous conflict with her intellectua self but sheviewsthewhol e processwith an objective,
comprehensive and deep humanitarian vision. Thus is her concept of feminism.Adichi’s idea of feminism is
liberd inthe sensethat it istempted by humanism. Sheisof the belief that we need to haveaworldwhichwe
should recogniseasaplacefor al of ushuman beings. There should beno superior andinferior. Wearetwo
halvesof one species. She corroboratesthe stand of feministsthat weare human ismuch moreimportant than
our being men and women.
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