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ABSTRACT

Urban green spaces play a pivotal rolein
enhancing the quality of lifein cities by providing
recreational areas, improving air quality, and
promoting biodiversity. The Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) aims to address the challenges of
ur bani zation by devel oping and maintaining green
spacesin cities across India. The study examines
the role of green spaces in promoting sustainable
urban devel opment and the outcomes of AMRUT
mission in enhancing the green spacesin mission
citiesof Kerala.
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INTRODUCTION

Urbanizationisshowinganincreasingtrendin
many states of India. The positive impact of
urbani zation intheeconomicandtechnologica sectors
enhancesfinancid robustnessandimprovesthequality
of lifeof citizens. Environmental degradationisoneof
the most adverse parts of urbanization. Popul ation
explosionand popul ation density aredeteriorating the
quality of environment. Green spacesareinevitable
for the sustai nable devel opment of citiesand towns.
Hence, sustainableurbanizationisthe need of thehour.
Redlizingthis, theUnion Government, in coordination
with various state Governments, periodically
introduces urban devel opment schemes. AMRUT is
aflagship urban infrastructureimprovement initiative
launched by the Government of Indiain 2015 with
gpecia focuson basic amenitiesto citizensacross 500
cities. Themgor thrust areascoveredinAMRUT are
water supply, sewerage and septage management,

Impact Factor 161
SJIF (2023): 7.906



KeerthanaK

ISSN : 2581-6918 (), 2582-1792 (F)) gyopH SAMAGAM Page No. 161 - 165

Year-08, Volume-08, |ssue-01

storm water drainage, urban transport and green spaces and parks. The Government authoritieshavegiven
specia consderationto the devel opment of green spacesand parks. Studies have proved theimpact of green
spacesinimproving the physical and mental health of people. This paper reviewsthe present scenario of
green spacesand parksin Keralaand the effectivenessof AMRUT mission inimproving thegreen spacesand
parksin Kerala. Urban parks are considered as an asset of the nation. Green spaces positively impact
ecological conservation and community development.

Satement of the Problem

The present study exploresthesgnificance of green spacesin urban areasand eva uatesthe contribution
of theAMRUT mission to the devel opment of green spacesand parksin Kerala.

Objectives of the study
The core objectivesof thisstudy areasfollows:
»  Toassessthesignificance of green spaces and parksin urban aress.

»  Toanalysethe performanceof theAMRUT missioninthedevelopment of green spacesand parksin
themissioncitiesof Kerda

Scope and Methodology of the study

Thecurrent study triesto understand the need of green spaces and parksin urban areas and therol e of
AMRUT missioninthe devel opment of green spacesand parksin Keraa

Thisisasecondary data-based study utilizing sources such asbooks, journa articles, theses, newspaper
reports, and websites, etc.

Review of Literature

Anoverview of theexisting literaturerelated to the importance of green spaces and parksin urban
areasaregiven beow:

Gupta& Malik, (2019) They examined thecauses of thedeclineingreen areasintheir sudy. Maintaining
temperature, air quality, flood prevention, water quality, balancing the ecosystem, supporting wildlife, and
boosting the local economy are all made possible by green areas. The authors note that the research area’s
demographics are prone to abrupt changes. The study area’s open green spaces have declined as a result of
urbanization and haphazard construction. The primary determinant of respondents’ utilization of green spaces
istheir distancefrom their place of residence. Afforestation, household gardens, increasing green cover to
combat air pollution, citizen participation in the creation of green spaces, and atree data bank were all
highlighted by theresearchers.

M ohammad M ehdi Sadeghian and Zhirayr Var danyan (2013) explained theimportance of urban
parks and emphasi sed its environmental, economic, social, and psychol ogical merits. Urban parkshavea
significant impact onthe quality of lifeof urban residents. Green spaces promote hedlth of citizenswhichin
turnleadsto minimising national health benefits. Urban areas are spacesfor socia interaction which ensures
well-being of communitiesby limiting the chances of socid exclusion. Different age groups have different
perceptionsregarding the utility of urban parks. Green spacesa so have significant impact inimproving the
tourism potential of cities. Studieshaveshown that behaviourd problemsin children, such asattention issues,
can bedleviated through exposureto green spaces.

Lee Y.-C.,& Kim, K. -H. (2013) conducted asurvey to understand the attitude of the citizens of
Gyeongsan City, Republic of Koreaand Informed that walking and relaxation are the primary reasons of park
visitors. Distancefrom homeisthemain factor influencing thefrequency of park visits. Pocket parks nearest
to home and parks near river side are preferred by majority of the respondents. Through the survey the
citizensasoreved ed their willingnessto park devel opment projects.
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Shariff, Aziz, Malek, and Mariapan, (2010) evaluated the state of the open green spacesin the
neighborhood. The study examined several prior studies that considered factors like user patterns, the
requirements and preferences of the public, and the quality of green spacesinresidential areas. To createa
model for aQuality Neighborhood Park Criteria, it will be necessary to establish rel ationships between
factorssuch asuser patterns, needs, and preferences of citizens, etc. The environmenta context of thelocal
parks, including sustainability, environmenta quality, and both natural and man-maderecreational resources,
wasa so examined by thewriters.

Importance of Green Spaces and Parks in Urban Areas

Green spacesand parksareinevitable part of urban infrastructure dueto itsnumerousbenefits. Mgjor
pointsrelated to theimportance of green spacesand parksare explained bel ow.

Healthiness and Welfare

Complex lifestyle, pollution, stress, lack of exercise, various diseases arethe adverse effectsof rapid
urbanization. Hencethe presence of public green spacesisessentid for thementa and physical well-being of
human beings. Especialy inarapidly urbanising most popul ated country life India, human resourcesarethe
asset of the nation. Hence safeguarding their healthisessentia for improving productivity and quaity of life.
Geen spaces, pocket parks, play grounds etc. provide spacefor stressreduction, community engagement,
recreation activities, exerciseand soon.

Commercial Value

A well-maintained green space can transform the outl ook of acity which strengthenthelocal economy
which caninfluencethe preference of peopleto choosethat city asaplacetoreside, work or invest. Presence
of agreen park increasethe property valuesaround the area, whichinturnleadsto investmentswhich aidsin
the promotion of loca businessesand the creation of job opportunities.

Sustainable Development

Rapid urbanization |eadsto exploitation of natural resources. Safeguarding green spacesisaway to
create environmentally friendly cities. Green spacesare an asset to both present and future generations. Lack
of green spacesisathreat to climateresiliencewhich leadsto unpredi ctabl e weather conditions. Thegreen
spaces enhancethe aesthetic value of acity whichisbeneficial over theyears.

Environmental | mpact

Air quality of acity isbetter with the presence of green parks. Also, these have considerablerolein
controlling theurban heat id and effect. Inadditionto this, greenareas mitigatetherisk of flood by the management
of stormwater. Water quality getsbetter with the presence of green areas,

Social Cohesion

In thisinternet dominated urbani zation eratheimportance of societal interactionisincreasing day by
day. Green spacesand parks are aplace of variousrecreational activities, social gatherings, community
eventsand so on. It actsasapublic spacefor community development and societal unity.

Tourism Potential

Tourism sectorisamgjor revenuesourceof Government. Proper creation and maintenance of green parks
inurban areasisaboost to thetourism sector. It not only increasestheamenity va ueof citiesbut dso, leadstothe
cregtion of empl oyment opportunities, empowering theloca economy and promotessustainabletouriam.

Data Analysis

Government of Indialaunched itsflagship urban devel opment programmeAta Missionfor Rguvenation
and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) on 25" June 2015 the purpose of thismission isto transform urban
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amenities and thereby enhancethe standard of living for citizens across 500 mission cities. Water supply,
sawerage and septage management, storm water drainage, urban transport and green spacesad parksarethe
infrastructure componentscoveredinAMRUT. InKerala, statelevel launch of AMRUT hasbeendoneon 1%
September 2015. NinecitiesarecoveredinAMRUT missonfromKerda Thesecitiesincludedl corporations
viz. Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Kochi, Thrissur, Kozhikode & Kannur. Also, threemunicipaitiesincluding
Alappuzha, Guruvayur, and Palakkad. Inall, 1111 projectswith atotal outlay of 1 2357.69 crore have been
sanctionedinKeraa

Devel opment of green spacesand parksisone of theimportant agendaof theAMRUT mission. The
amof AMRUT missionisto enhancethe utility of citiesby improving the green parks and open spaceswith
specid focusto childrenand senior citizens.

Theprogressof AMRUT missioninKeraaisdepictedinthefollowingtable:

Tablel: AMRUT1PROGRESSASON 22.12.2024

Milestone No. of Projects | Project Cost In Cr. | Expenditurein Cr.
Contract Awarded 131 947.51 751.37
Water Supply 411 616.69 477.46
Sewerage and Septage 38 187.78 152.60
Management
Stormwater Drainage 29 64.36 52.13
Urban Transport 19 74.20 65.02
Green Spaces & Parks 4 4.48 4.16
Work Completed 980 1591.23 1385.69
Water Supply 176 941.85 834.95
Sewerage and Septage 114 194.09 159.95
Management
Stormwater Drainage 507 292.86 254.52
Urban Transport 109 118.41 99.17
Green Spaces & Parks 74 44.02 37.10
Grand Total 11 2538.74 2137.06

(Source: Sate Mission Management Unit, AMRUT-Kerala)

Table 1 showsthework progressof AMRUT mission acrossall sectors. Mgjority of the projects of
AMRUT have been compl eted with around 88% project completion rate. Among the five components of
AMRUT, water supply has highest project cost and expenditurewhilelowest project cost and expenditureis
associated with green spacesand parks. In green spaces and parks sector only 4 projectsareremaining to be
completed.

Table2: Project status of green spaces and parks

City Total Completed | Project Cost | Expenditure | Completion
Projects | Projects (Rs. crore) (Rs. crore) Percentage
%
Thiruvananthapuram 5 4 6.52 5.64 8(6.5)0
Kollam 7 7 341 31 90.91
Alappuzha 8 8 4.38 3.59 81.96
Kochi 5 5 5.8 3.93 67.76
Thrissur 11 11 481 459 95.43
Kozhikode 8 8 492 3.82 77.64
Kannur 7 7 4.8 4.56 95.00
Guruvayur 6 5 6.47 57 88.10
Palakkad 21 19 7.39 6.33 85.66
(Source: Sate Mission Management Unit, AMRUT-Kerala)
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Palakkad has maximum number of projectsin green spaces and parks sector. In proportionto this
Pal akkad has maximum project cost and expenditure. Compl etion percentageishighinthe caseof Thrissur.
Amongdl missondities dl citieshave completed their repective projectsin green soacesand parkscomponent
except Thiruvananthgpuram, Guruvayur and P akkad.

CONCLUSION

Green spacesand urban parks affect ecological, soci o-economic, and psychological aspectswhichin
turnimpactsthequality of lifeof citizens. Green spacesand parks ensure sustainabl e devel opment and improve
thetourism potentid of the city. Amongall thefive components coveredinAMRUT, leadt attentionisgivento
green spaces and parks component in terms of number of projectsand project cost. Thetotal project cost
allocated for works compl eted in green spacesand parksisonly2.76% of thetotal cost and the expenditure
incurred for thissector isonly 2.67% of total expenditure. Green spacesand parkshavesignificant rolein
sustainable devel opment of urban infrastructure. Hence more planned missions should beundertakenfor the
devel opment of thissector.
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