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ABSTRACT

Reading holds the key to the development
of real communicative competence in English for
Indian learners. Moreover, the vast majority of our
students will ultimately have to use English as a
library language. Therefore, reading or the ability
to understand the written language will be the
most useful skill for them. In this age of explosion
of knowledge, the skill of reading playsthe pivotal
role in the life of every educated man. Even
though, the popularity of T. V. and other media of
oral communication like telephone, radio and
cinema, the written language never loses its
importance. On the contrary, people’s interest in
the printed word is increasing daylay day, as is
evident fromthe popularity of the public libraries
and the increasing volume of the book trade all
over the world. This paper focuses on the
importance of Reading Comprehension and the
ways to promote Reading Comprehension ability
among the Sudents.
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INTRODUCTION

Asoffidd languagefor communication, English
isto betaught in our schoolsprimarily asalanguage
of comprehension. Itisnow taught for alimited period
of threeto six years, since most of the studentswill
ultimately requireto gather knowledge, from books
and journalswrittenin English, setting up asingle
objective)i.e Development of Reading comprehension.
Butitisasoobviousthat Reading comprehension, as
alanguageskill cannot be devel oped. The psychology
of language learning also tells us” that the four basic
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skillsnamdy Ligtening, Speeking, Reading, Writing, reinforce each other. Evenfor the devel opment of asingle
skill, someamount of emphasison al thefour skillsisrequired.

In speaking, the speaker associatesthat appropriate form with the meaning that hehasinmindandin
understanding he associates the meaning with the form he has heard. Habits are acquired tendencies as
digtinct from thein-borntendenciesor ingtincts. The number of possible sentencesin alanguageisinfinite. But
thesystemsthat control variouslanguageformsarefinite, in order that many may learnthemwithinareasonable
period of time. These few patterns are used over and over again in what is known as “recursive patterning” to
formlarger construction and achild completely master these patternsof hismother tongueat afairly early age.

Knowing alanguagenot only impliestheability to producethe soundsand astructureof languageasa
matter of automatic habit but also the ability demands a “Memory Span”. the ability to notice the errors in
one’s own utterances and this is called “monitor function” Reading is necessary for special adjustments. It
affects pupil’s personality. The world of people and events on the print page affect the pupil’s attitude toward,
hisfellow, parents, school and lifein genera. Reading isan important means of introducing achild to the
surrounding world. Itis nota general ability but itis a composite of many specific abilities. The child’s knowledge
isthedidtillation of hisher impressonsgained fromfour skillsof languagenamely Listening, Spesking, Reading
andWriting.

Of these skillsReading isavery important receptive skill likelistening. When achild readsabook or
even an advertisement onthewall, hegainsimpressions. Theseimpressionskeep growing and changing, as
the visual contact expands. “Reading makes a full man” (Bacon). It is a good source of self education.
Because by Reading, aperson keepshimsalf informed with al thenews and knowledge of literary science of
theworld. Like other language skills, Reading isa so acomplex skill involving anumber of simultaneous
operations. An analysisof the skill of Reading isbeyond to thelargely speculativein nature. Some of the
obviousaspects of thiscomplex Reading skill areasfollows.

A personwho comprehendswritten english can read apassage a normal speed, understand thelexical
and structural meaningsof thewords, phrasesand sentencestakein complete phrasesor group of wordsat
one and when reading a oud use appropriate sounds, juncture add stress and intonation patterns, guessthe
meaning of anunfamiliar word from the context, consult adictionary tofind out themoanin. Asofficid language
for communi cation, Englishisto betaught in our school s primarily asalanguage of comprehension. Itisnow
taught for alimited period of threeto six years, since most of the studentswill ultimately requireto gather
knowledge, from booksand journalswritten in English, setting up asingleobjective, Le..Devel opment of
Reading comprehension. But it isa so obviousthat Reading comprehension, asalanguage skill cannot be
developed Rinos. The psychology of language learning also tells us” that the four basic skills namely Listening.
Speaking, Reading, Writing, reinforce each other. Even for the devel opment of asingleskill, someamount of
emphasisonadl thefour skillsisrequired.

In speaking, the speaker associatesthat appropriate form with the meaning that hehasinmind andin
understanding he associates the meaning with the form he has heard. Habits are acquired tendencies as
digtinct from thein-born tendenciesor instincts. The number of possible sentencesin alanguageisinfinite. But
thesystemsthat contral variouslanguageformsarefinite, in order that many may learnthemwithinareasonable
period of time. These few patterns are used over and over again in what is known as “recursive patterning” to
formlarger construction and achild completely master these patternsof hismother tongueat afairly early age.

Knowing alanguage not only impliestheablay to produce the soundsand astructure of language asa
matter of automatic habit but also the ability demands a “Memory Span”. the ability to notice the errors in
one’s own utterances and this is called “monitor function” Reading is necessary for special adjustments. It
affects pupil’s personality. The world of people and events on the print page affect the pupil’s attitude toward
hisfellow, parents, school and lifein genera. Reading isan important means of introducing achild to the
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surrounding world. Itis nota general ability but itis a composite of many specific abilities. The child’s knowledge
isthedidtillation of hisher impressonsgained fromfour skillsof languagenamely Listening. Spesking. Reading
andWriting.

Of these skillsReading isavery important receptive skill likelistening. When achild readsabook or
even an advertisement onthewall, hegainsimpressions. Theseimpressionskeep growing and changing, as
the visual contact expands. “Reading makes a full man” (Bacon). It is a good source of self education.
because by Reading, aperson keeps himsdlf informed with al the newsand knowledge of literary science of
theworld. Like other language skills, Reading isa so acomplex skill involving anumber of simultaneous
operations. Ananalysisof theskill of Readingisbeyondtothelargely speculativein nature.

A person who comprehendswritten english can read apassage at normal speed, understandthelexical
and structural meaningsof thewords, phrasesand sentencestakein complete phrasesor group of words at
one and when reading a oud use appropriate sounds, juncture add stress and intonation patterns, guessthe
meaning of anunfamiliar word from thecontext, consult adictionary tofind out the meaning of an unfamiliar
word, skip over unnecessary passages, whilesearching for information, read silently without moving thelips,
distinguish between the writer’s opinion and statement of facts, locate the “topic sentence of a paragraph,
makeasummary of theimportant points of the passage, infer the mood of thewriter, e.g., serious, jocular,
sarcastic etc and recognize the meaning of various graphic signals, e.g., Punctuation marks. paragraph
indentation, capitalization etc.

Thus, the process of Reading comprisesthree stages namely, recognition stage, structuring stage and
interpretation stage. In recognition stage, the learner simply recognizes the graphic counterparts of the
phonological items. Inthe case of Indian |earners, whose mothertongue orthography ismarked by one-to-one
correspondence between the soundsand thel etters, they will try to adopt their mother tongue, reading strategy
of ‘spelling pronunciation’ in reading English and consequently they find it hard as English is an unphonetic

language.

Inthe structuring stage, thelearner seesthe syntacticrelationshipsof terms and thereby understands
thestructural meaning of syntactic unitsinthethird stage, namely theinterpretation stagewhichisthehighest
level intheprocess of reading, theleamer comprehendsthesignificance of aword, aphraseor sentenceinthe
overdl context of the entirediscourse. For instance, he comprehendsthe seriousand jocular use of aword,
distinguishes between astatement of fact and statement of opinion etc. Sincethisisthestageat whichaperson
really readsfor information or for pleasure, thetwo primary purposes of Reading.

The above three stages have some correspondence with the three levels of language namely,
phonological, syntactic and semantic. But it should be remembered that neither inlanguage nor inthe process
of reading arethese stagesrigidly separated. Thereisawaysoverlapping and s multaneity of operation. For
instance, areader engaged ininterpretation (Stage 3) may go right back to the recognition stage (Stage 1)
when hecomes acrossafamiliar word. Therefore, these decisonsare only artificial decisionsmadein order
tofacilitate our understanding of thiscomplex process.

Since Reading is a sort of “guessing game” that requires the ability to guess following words or even
sentencesform what has already been read. Thereforeto read with the hel p of word-picturesand reliable
guessing, thewords and the structures must be familiar, Hence, greater density of unfamiliar wordsand
gtructureisanimpediment to effcient reading.Unfamiliar subject-matter al so Impedes guessing and checksthe
easy flow inreading. Therefore, for reading practice, thewords and the structures aswell asthe subject-
mattershould befamiliar to the public. So, the various methods of teaching can be broadly dividedinto two
groups namely atomisticand haligtic.
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| mportance of Reading

By reading good English we can devel op insight into theworking of thelanguage that we can hopeto
surpassthenative speakers. Reading hol dsthe key to the devel opment of real communi cative competencein
Englishfor Indian learners. Moreover, thevast mgority of our studentswill ultimately haveto use Englishas
library language. Therefore, reading or theability to understand thewritten language will bethe most useful
skill for them. Inthisage of explosion of knowledge, theskill of reading playsthepivotd roleinthelifeof every
educatedman. Eventhough, the popularity of T. V. and other mediaof oral communication liketel ephone,
radio and cinema, the written language never loser its Importance. On the contrary, people’s interest in the
printed word isincreasing day by day, asisevident from the popularity of the publiclibrariesand theincreasing
volume of thebook tradeall over theworld.

Reading is a sort of “Guessing game” that requires the ability to guess the following words or even
sentences from what has aready been read. When we read with the help of word-pictures and reliable
guessing, thewords and structuresbecomefamiliar. Moreover for easy flow in reading, the subject matter
also should befamiliar to pupils. Readingisan amal gamation of visua and non-visual behaviours. It isthe
imageof stream of mind - blown mist. Reading comprehens onsthusinvol vesthe decoding or deciphering the
printed | etterswith understanding and interpreting. While Reading the thought of theauthor isbeing solidified,
condensed, frozen, materalized, crystallized and cinematographed into words.

Inour daily lives, welisten and read agreat deal of languageand it ispossibleto differentiate our
purposeinto two broad categories namely interest and useful ness. For examplein reading anewspaper, we
read politicsfor information and astock broker reads the share market, youngstersread sport column. The
category of interest includes only reading for enjoyment but a so for intellectual stimulation. Wealso pay
attention to atext because of itsusefulnessmainly. It givesoptimumingtruction for learning. Reading atext dso
devel opsthe spontaneous application of vocabulary and sentence form which hasgreater practica value.
Reading for comprehensionisdone, when theteacher gives an unseen comprehens on passage exercisewith
guestions. Thestudentsare asked to read and solve these questionsin the exercise. When apassageisread
and re-read, anumber of times, they are ableto locatethe mainideaof the passageandtheir reading rateis
alsoincreased indue course of time.

Readingisdefined asthetota understanding of amessagein atest. It involvesrecognition of wordsand
getting the thoughtsof an author. It Involvescritical and creativethinking. Thereader must relatewhat he
readsto his, own experience. Hemust interpret and eva uate the material, exercisereason and imagination
and fuse new ideas. with previouslearning to gain power to think independently. Thusfor acquiring this
complex thought processes, he needsto know new ideas, to super impose with his previousknowledge.

CONCLUSION

Thus Reading Comprehensionformsthe basisof all learning and for agood grasp over thisexercisea
lot of practiceistheimportant way of leaming alanguage. Sincelanguageisthe expression of ideasby means
of which speech soundsare combinedinto sentences and combinati on of sentencesgiven answer toideasand
thoughts. L earning alanguageisimportant to communicate our thoughtsand idess. Aslanguageisaresult of
cultural experience, itisessentid for our surviva and also for the devel opment of humanism concept building
and vocabul ary devel opment continueto bethetwo magjor factorsin devel oping citizenswho can read with
understanding, make accurateinterpretation and appreci ate fine shadingsin meanings of wordsthat are used
inliterature. Since Readingisthe gateway to learning, the pupils must acquirethe ability to convert thecold
printintological content and expressive enough to make available, the beauty of wordsand their emotional
ggnificance
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